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(Eommonmraltlj of fHaBsarljitortto
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION.
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.
In accordance with the provisions of chapter 347 of the Acts 
of the year 1890, under which the Free Public Library Com­
mission was created, it herewith presents its eighteenth report, 
covering the fiscal year Dec. 1, 1906, to Nov. 30, 1907.
T h e  Com m ission .
Miss Elizabeth P. Sohier has been reappointed by Governor 
Guild for the full term of five years from Oct. 2, 1907.
F ree  L ibraries for  t h e  W h o le  S ta te .
During the year the town of Plainville has established a free 
library, and it has been supplied with $100 worth of books in 
accordance with the provisions of chapter 347 of the Acts of 
1890.
Every man, woman and child in the Commonwealth now has 
the privilege and right, under proper rules, to use a free pub­
lic library, and to take books to the home for recreation or 
study.
A second installment of $50 worth of books has been supplied 
to the town library of Brimfield during the year, completing 
the allowance to that town.
T owns Cla ssified  as to L ibra ries .
The following classification of the towns, revised to date, 
shows the free library facilities they now enjoy: —
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Class 1.
T o w n s  w h ic h  h a v e  l ib r a r ie s  o w n e d  a n d  c o n tr o l le d  b y  th e  to w n  a n d  f r e e  
f o r  c ir c u la t io n  to  a l l  th e  p e o p le .
Abington, Chester, Greenfield,
Acushnet, Chesterfield, Greenwich,
Adams, Chicopee, Groton,
Agawam, Chilmark, Groveland,
Alford, Clarksburg, Hadley,
Amesbury, Clinton, Halifax,
Andover, Cohasset, Hamilton,
Arlington, Colrain, Hampden,
Asbburnham, Dalton, Hancock,
Ashby, Dana, Hanover,
Ashland, Dartmouth, Hanson,
Athol, Dedham, Hardwick,
Attleborough, Deerfield, Harvard,
Auburn, Dennis, Hatfield,
Avon, Dighton, Hawley,
Bellingham, Douglas, Heath,
Belmont, Dover, Holbrook,
Berkley, Draeut, Holden,
Berlin, Dudley, Holland,
Beverly, Dunstable, Holliston,
Blackstone, East Bridgewater, Hopedale,
Blandford, Eastham, Hubbardston,
Bolton, East Longmeadow, Hudson,
Boston, Edgartown, Hull,
Bourne, Egremont, Huntington,
Boxborough, Erving, Hyde Park,
Boylston, Essex, Kingston,
Bridgewater, Everett, Lakeville,
Brimfield, Fall River, Lancaster,
Brockton, Falmouth, Lanesborough.
Brookfield, Fitchburg, Leicester,
Brookline, Florida, Leominster,
Burlington, Foxborough, Leverett,
Cambridge, Framingham, Leyden,
Canton, Freetown, Longmeadow,
Carlisle, Gay Head, Lowell,
Carver, Gill, Ludlow,
Charlemont, Goshen, Lunenburg,
Charlton, Gosnold, Lynn,
Chelmsford, Granby, Lynnfield,
Chelsea, Granville, Manchester,
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Mansfield, Orange, Southwick,
Marblehead, Orleans, Spencer,
Marlborough, Otis, Sterling,
Marshfield, Oxford, Stoneham,
Mashpee, Paxton, Stoughton,
Mattapoisett, Peabody, Stow,
Maynard, Pelham, Sturbridge,
Medfield. Pepperell, Sudbury,
Medford, Peru, Sunderland,
Medway, Phillipston, Sutton,
Melrose, Plainfield, Swampscott,
Mendon, Plainville, Swansea,
Merrimae, Plympton, Taunton,
Middleborough, Prescott, Templeton,
Middlefield, Provincetown, Tewksbury,
Middleton, Quincy, Tolland,
Milford, Reading, Topsfield,
Millburv, Revere, Townsend,
Millis, Richmond, Truro,
Milton, Rochester, Tyngsborough,
Monroe, Rockland, Tyringham,
Montague, Rockport, Upton,
Monterey, Rowe, Uxbridge,
Montgomery, Rowley, Wakefield,
Mount Washington, Royalston, Wales,
Nahant, Russell, Walpole,
Natick, Rutland, Waltham,
Needham, Salisbury, Warwick,
New Ashford, Sandisfield, Watertown,
New Bedford, Sandwich, Wayland,
New Braintree, Saugus, Webster,
Newburyport, Savoy, Wellfleet,
New Marlborough, Seekonk, Wendell,
New Salem, Sharon, Wenham,
Newton, Sheffield, Westborough,
Norfolk, Shelburne, West Boylston,
North Adams, Sherbom, West Bridgewater,
Northampton, Shirley, West Brookfield,
North Andover, Shrewsbury, Westford,
North Attleborough, Shutesbury, Westminster,
Northborough, Somerset, West Newbury,
North Brookfield, Somerville, Weston,
Northfield, Southampton, Westport,
North Reading, Southborough, West Springfield,
Norwood, Southbridge, West Stoekbridge,
Oakham, South Hadley, Westwood,
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Weymouth, Williamstown, Winthrop,
Whately, Wilmington, Worcester,
Whitman, Winchendon, Wrentham. — 274.
Wilbraham, Winchester,
Williamsburg, Windsor,
Class 2.
T o w n s  w h ic h  h a v e f r e e  l ib r a r ie s  in  w h ic h  th e  to w n  h a s  so m e  re p r e -
s e n ta t io n  in  th e  m a n a g e m e n t.
Acton, Franklin, Methuen,
Ayer, Georgetown, Norton,
Barre, Grafton, Palmer,
Bedford, Haverhill, Pembroke,
Belchertown, Hingham, Petersham,
Bernardston, Hinsdale, Pittsfield,
Boxford, Holyoke, Randolph,
Braintree, Lawrence, Salem,
Concord, Lenox, Springfield,
Cummington, Lexington, Warren,
Danvers, Lincoln, Wellesley,
Easthampton, Littleton, Westfield,
Enfield, Malden, Woburn. — 39.
Class 3.
T o w n s  in  w h ic h  th e r e  a r e  f r e e  l ib r a r ie s  to  w h ic h  th e  to w n  a p p r o p r ia te s
m o n e y , b u t  i s  n o t  r e p r e s e n te d  in  th e  m a n a g e m e n t.
Amherst, Great Barrington, Princeton,
Ashfield, Harwich, Scituate,
Brewster, Lee, Stockbridge,
Chatham, Monson, Tisbury,
Cheshire, Nantucket, Ware,
Cottage City, Northbridge, Westhampton,
Duxbury, Plymouth, West Tisbury. —- 22.
Gardner,
Class 4.
T o w n s  in  w h ic h  th e r e  a r e  f r e e  l ib r a r ie s  iv h ic h  h a v e  n o  c o n n e c tio n  w ith
th e  to w n .
Barnstable, Fairhaven, Ravnham,
Becket, Gloucester, Rehoboth,
Billerica, Hopkinton, W areham,
Bucldand, Ipswich, Worthington,
Conway, Marion, Yarmouth. — 17.
Easton, Norwell,
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Class 5.
T o w n s  w h ich  h a v e  th e  f r e e  u se  o f  p u b l i c  l ib r a r ie s  in  o th e r  p la c e s .  
Newbury, . . . . . .  Newbury port Public Library.
Washington, . . . . . .  Becket Athenaeum. — 2.
T h e  S p ir it  o f  M a ssa c h u se tts  L ib r a r ie s .
The following notes, gathered from the libraries and com­
piled with much care, give an idea of the spirit and growth of 
individual libraries and contain many useful suggestions as 
well as much valuable information. They are commended to 
the attention of all who have an interest in library work, as 
well as to those who are especially interested in the development 
and growth of the libraries of this Commonwealth.
Abtxgton. There was an increase of over 10 per cent, in the circula­
tion of 1906. Fifty-eight per cent, of the total circulation was 
delivered at the branch library.
Acusiixet. The interest in the library constantly increases; and the 
home circulation of 1906 showed an increase of about one-third. 
The reading table proves attractive to many, and is especially use­
ful to the pupils of the schools. The work of the library is re­
tarded by insufficient room.
A d a m s . The older books are being classified and catalogued, con­
cordant with later accessions. Books are sent to the schools when 
desired by the teachers; and particular attention is given to the 
helping of children in their choice of books at the library. 
A m e s b u r y . The home circulation of 1906 was the largest ever re­
ported; and a great gain has been made in the use of the reference 
room by the pupils in the higher grades of the schools, both public 
and private. The library has received a gift of $1,000, the interest 
of which is to be used in the purchase of books.
Andover. The interest of the public in the library is shown by the re­
sult of a new registration, which was begun on Jan. 1, 1907, and 
on September 1 included one-fourth of the population of the town. 
The Browne system has been introduced; children’s books have 
been placed on open shelves in the reading room, and all children 
over ten years of age are allowed cards, while on request of teach­
ers the privilege is given to some still younger. The stacks are 
open to adults, and new books are placed on special shelves. An 
extra nonfiction card is given to all adults who desire it; and vaca­
tion privileges until September 1 have been granted to borrowers 
leaving town. By the gift of the president of the trustees, many 
repairs have been made and much new furniture provided. At the
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end of July, the circulation had been but slightly less than the en­
tire circulation of 1906. At the opening of the schools, special 
privileges were given to all teachers, and shelves assigned at the 
library for such books as they may wish to have temporarily re­
served for class use. Reference work with the schools has largely 
increased, not only with the public school scholars, but especially 
with the Phillips Academy boys, who now rely upon the library 
for help in their many debates. It is planned to have a story hour 
during the winter. The work of reorganization is being carried on, 
and, in time, the library will be reaccessioned and the catalogue 
revised. Undesirable books are gradually being withdrawn. In 
purchases, especial attention is being paid to the needs of local 
clubs, and to the building up of a children’s department. Several 
gifts of money have been received for the purchase of children’s 
books. The hours of opening for public use have been increased 
by five hours daily. A sum of about $2,000 has been received from 
the trustees of Phillips Academy, which is a share of the accrued 
income of a donation made by the founder of the academy in 1802 
for the benefit of the female teachers of the town. This has come 
to the library by a decree of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massa­
chusetts; and the interest of this amount, increased by a similar 
share of the current annual income of the donation, is to be used 
in the purchase of books for the aid and benefit of the female 
teachers in the public schools.
A s h lan d . A  decrease in the home circulation and the number of library 
readers in 1906 is attributed “ partly to the fact that the novelty 
of the library has worn away, and yet more to the new industry, 
which has occupied both children and adults.” It is suggestive 
that the decrease was almost entirely in fiction. The work with the 
schools and the use of reference books shows conscientious re­
search on the part of the scholars ; and the librarian says : “ The 
forethought and frequent presence of the teachers count for much 
in making the library helpful and popular.” The exhibitions of the 
Library Art Club are to be used by the teachers of the high school 
and the ninth grade for essay topics.
A th o l . There was a considerable increase in the circulation and the 
use of the reference room in 1906. A duplicate collection of recent 
books for hire has been established and has proved to be successful. 
A noticeable increase has been made in the circulation in the 
children’s department ; and a card catalogue has been made for that 
department. A change has been made from the Browne charging 
system to the Newark, and fiction is'not being numbered. Col­
lections of books are sent to any school which applies for them; 
and typewritten lists adapted to the several grades may be obtained 
at the library. Collections of pictures, suitable for illustration in 
school work, are loaned.
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Attleborough. The new library building was opened for the delivery 
of books Nov. 11. 1007. It differs from that planned when the 
citizens were called upon for contributions; and its entire cost will 
be about $75,000. In outward appearance it is of the type which 
has become familiar from its frequent repetition in recent library 
buildings; and its interior contains the usual central hall, with a 
reading room and a children’s room on either side and a stack room 
in the rear. The central hall contains eight columns of violet 
Brescia marble, standing in pairs and backed by pilasters of the 
same material, and a mosaic floor, bordered with a rich design and 
containing a central figure around a section of Siena marble. The 
mosaic flooring is extended through the rooms on the right and left. 
A librarian’s room, a reference room, a room for special study, and 
a catalogue room, with the stack, occupy the remainder of the 
lower floor. The librarian’s room is to be furnished by the Round 
Table, as a memorial of the late librarian, Miss Letitia S. Allen. 
The woodwork and furniture of the several rooms are of solid ma­
hogany. The second story contains a room for historical exhibitions 
and another for exhibitions of paintings, photographs, etc., and an 
assembly hall which will seat about 225 persons. The latter has 
been fitted and decorated from a contribution made by Mrs. George 
Asa Dean, as a memorial of her husband. Its use will be carefully 
restricted to avoid conflicting in any, way with the regular work of 
the library or disturbing the necessary quiet of the reading rooms. 
The building is heated by steam and lighted by electricity.
A u b u r n . Miss Josie E . Prouty, who had been librarian for twelve 
years, resigned during the present year, and has been succeeded by 
Miss Abby B. Shute. Books have been purchased from the legacy 
of George H. Mellish of New York, reported in 1904; and other 
hooks have been purchased for the library by some young people 
of the town. The library is being catalogued by cards.
B a r n s t a b l e . The several libraries in Barnstable are independent o f  
each other and receive 'no aid from the town; but the Sturgis Li­
brary affords some aid to the others by supplies of books from time 
to time. The library at Hyannis has received a gift of $100 for 
the purchase of books.
B a r r e . Additional room for books has been provided in the stack 
room; and three steel cases have been purchased for the museum. 
One of the latter has been filled with native birds, another with 
animals and a third with civil war relics. The free lecture courses, 
formerly held in the library hall, have proved so popular that the 
seating capacity is insufficient, and they are now held in the town 
hall. Work with the schools is steadily increasing. Teachers may 
take books for an indefinite time, a whole term if needed.
B e l c h e r t o w n . In co-operation with the superintendent of schools, 
the experiment of a school loan collection has been tried. Selections
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from the collection were sent to four schools in remote districts. 
This was so successful that it will be continued, and will probably 
be extended so as to include other schools. Notice of a bequest of. 
$1,000 from the estate of Mr. and Mrs. George Worcester Longley 
has been received. A collection of birds of New England has been 
received from the estate of John H. Stone; and by the will of 
Frank B. Lawrence of Boston the library receives all his books, 
photographs, pamphlets and papers of public interest, which are 
to be held as the Clapp Collection. The home circulation is in­
creasing. A bequest of $1,000 in the will of Mrs. Harriette Dwight 
Longley is reported.
B e lm o n t . There was a gain in the home circulation of 1906, and the 
percentage of fiction was slightly reduced. The children are be­
coming accustomed to using the card catalogue and more expert in 
the use of the reference books.
B ernardston . The home circulation has increased. The schools make 
a free use of the library; and there is the most cordial co-operation 
between the librarian, teachers and pupils. Books have been pur­
chased for all grades, with direct reference to school work. There 
is no age limit, and summer guests are given the free use of the 
library. Besides sets of pictures for exhibition, the Woman’s Edu­
cation Association sent two sets for use in the schools, which were 
appreciated by the pupils and were of much educational value.
B everly . There was a decrease in the home circulation of 1906, but the 
school circulation increased about 12 per cent. The necessity of 
more commodious quarters or a new library building is urgent. 
The congested condition of the library prevents important changes 
or work along new lines.
B ille r ic a . Bennett Public Library. This library has recently re­
ceived a donation of $500. Miss Emma W. Whitford was appointed 
librarian Jan. 1, 1907.
B lac k sto n e . There was an increase of over 12 per cent, in the cir­
culation of 1906. The history of the town is more frequently con­
sulted than any other book of reference. Some of the younger 
readers read all the books by one author before they take up an­
other. An impetus ivas given to the reading of Napoleonic history 
by the offering of a prize, by a citizen, for the best composition on 
the Concordat.
B landford . This library is now known as the Porter Memorial Li­
brary, the change being made in accordance with the unanimous 
opinion of the trustees. The old paper covers have been removed 
from the books, and a list of the accessions since 1S97 has been 
printed. A decrease in the circulation at the North Blandford 
branch is caused by the waning population of that section. The 
library is largely used by summer boarders near the main library.
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Boston. The annual report of this library is of importance in its 
statements of conditions and details, which cannot he given here. 
The library system at the beginning of the year included 194 
agencies for the circulation of books, of which 11 are now rated 
as branch libraries. Remarking upon the percentage of fiction 
issued from the agencies the trustees say; li The time will come 
when the question will be raised whether so large an expense for 
fiction is justified. Thinking people have lost faith in the shibbo­
leth, much in vogue a generation ago, that the habit of reading poor, 
not to say trashy, books will breed a longing for something bet­
ter.” From 715 titles of English prose fiction examined in 1906, 
167 were selected for purchase. Of missing books during the year, 
907 were reported at the central library and 1,140 at the outside 
agencies, making a total of 2,047 volumes. The librarian says; 
“ It will be plain that the exposure of books upon the open 
shelves, and their use without much restriction, results in a con­
siderable loss, part of which is temporary, in a library used by the 
mixed population of a great city. Careful examination of the 
figures cited indicates also that the books taken are principally of 
the cheaper sort, that many of them are books taken by children, 
and that in numerous instances they are taken not primarily by 
theft, but through informal or irregular borrowing, in disregard 
of the proper rules relating to charging upon a library card. It 
is also clear, from our experience, that many books taken from the 
open shelves, no doubt with the intention of returning them, never 
are returned; probably being thrown aside or forgotten by the 
irresponsible person who took them. . . . Unquestionably the open- 
shelf system, toward which public libraries have moved during the 
last ten years, is of great public benefit and convenience. That it 
promotes the use of books no one can doubt. It must be admitted, 
however, that there are serious evils attending it unless it is care­
fully guarded. If  the missing books involved merely pecuniary 
loss the matter would not be of much importance; the expense 
might be charged to profit and loss, and considered justifiable in 
view of the advantages derived. But if books may be taken with­
out observance of rules, made for the benefit of the library patrons 
no less than for the convenience of administration, and returned 
or not, as those who take them may decide, a tendency towards 
demoralization is at once established, affecting particularly the 
young. This is far more serious than the money loss involved.” A 
system which has been introduced experimentally at some of the 
outside agencies by enlarging supervision and control may in some 
measure obviate the dangers which accompany the open shelf. 
“ The essential points in this system are the following: a library 
card or other ticket, of identification must be presented at the cus-
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todian’s desk before access to the children’s shelves is granted; 
persons under eighteen years of age must conform to the same 
requirement before being admitted to the shelves containing non­
fiction for adults; no one under eighteen years of age is permitted 
to have free access to shelves containing fiction for adults.” So 
far this system appears to be working well. “ The serious use of 
books is promoted; ” and “ the invasion of the rooms by irresponsi­
ble groups, who come for mischief only, has ceased.”
B o urne . The trustees report a contribution from John Parkinson of 
$50 for the purchase of books, and a donation of valuable books 
from Robert Emmons, 2d. The library aims to keep a good supply 
of reference books for the use of the pupils of the public schools.
B oxborough. The circulation of 1906 was more than four times that 
of the previous year. The trustees say : “ Last year the town re­
turned to its original appropriation for the library; and if the 
usefulness of a library is to be judged by the circulation, we must 
conclude it was a wise thing to do. During the two years when no 
books could be purchased for lack of funds, the number of books 
taken out was much less than in any previous year. This year 
shows a gratifying increase. . . . During no period have so many 
books been taken by children.”
B o ylston . The home circulation, the use o f the reference books and 
the attendance in the reading room have all largely increased. Do­
nations of valuable local historical matter have been received.
B ridgewater . “ In response to request from citizens, the experiment 
of opening the reading and reference rooms Sunday afternoons 
and evenings was tried last June [1906]. The number using the 
rooms was so small that it was not thought best to continue the 
experiment at that season. The trustees have been ready to repeat 
the experiment at what might be a more favorable time of year, if 
it would benefit a reasonable number of patrons, but thus far no 
desire for the reopening has been expressed to them.” The school 
work is increasing. At the close of the year it is reported that the 
will of the Rev. Theodore F. Wright contains a bequest of $3,000 
for the benefit of the library.
Br im fie ld . This library in its aims and management emphasizes and 
gives form to the town spirit. The librarian says: “ The public 
library should be a social center by assisting groups, organizations 
and institutions in their work, and by preserving records and data 
concerning them. It should help the Grange, the Woman’s Mis­
sionary Circle, the Debating Club and the Village Improvement 
Society by purchasing books for their use and furnishing needed 
references; and it should preserve their programmes and available 
matter descriptive of their meetings. The library should be a re­
pository of data concerning the activities of the town as a whole.
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Thus each public library will become characteristic of the town 
to which it belongs and reflect its leading interests.” Mrs. Mary 
Knight Hyde of Ware, a former resident, has given the sum of 
$25, as she has done in several previous years, which has been ap­
plied to the expense of cataloguing, and a further sum of $100 as 
an endowment fund.
Brockton. The growth of the population and the number of .bor­
rowers have created new obligations, which the library is meeting 
with slightly increased funds and a somewhat larger expenditure 
for books than during the preceding year. The circulation, es­
pecially that through the two branches, shows a considerable 
increase over that of 1906. To meet the demand for books for 
school use, a considerable number of additions have been made to 
the collection set apart for that purpose. Throughout the library 
a special attempt has been made to replace badly worn and muti­
lated books. Much remains to be done along this line, but many 
books have been discarded which were past rebinding or in other 
ways were unsuitable for circulation. The library has bought and 
is preparing to buy more freely books bound in special bindings 
from the sheets. The substantial binding provided for these books 
ensures a longer continuous circulation than would be possible 
otherwise, and the leather binding resists the wear and tear more 
successfully than the usual library binding. The reclassification of 
the library is being carried forward with the routine work as 
rapidly as possible. The library keeps in touch with its readers 
by quarterly bulletins, made up of lists of accessions and occa­
sional lists on special subjects, and by book lists printed at inter­
vals in the local papers. The last annual report of the trustees 
renewed their former appeals for a library building; and the 
mayor recognized the claim by a recommendation in his inaugural 
address.
Brookline . This progressive library has taken up the matter of the 
treatment of pamphlets in a popular library in a manner which 
seems quite successful. A comprehensive statement of the details 
of this work by the assistant librarian, Miss Zaidee Brown, in the 
“ Library Journal ” of August, is likely to be of service to those 
• librarians who have to deal with such perplexing, and often val­
uable, material. The last annual report recorded the abandonment 
of the accessions’ catalogue, by which “ the necessary routine is 
reduced to its lowest dimensions.” Recently the librarian has 
written: “ This economy has proved most satisfactory, and a very 
substantial saving of time. We note on the back of the title-page 
of each book, and also on the shelf list, the price paid, the firm 
name from whom it is bought, and the date of the bill. We find 
no drawbacks to this economical scheme.” Expert assistance has
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been employed in the enlargement of the collection of photographs, 
which is to be mounted and placed in circulation. The library has 
a considerable collection of catalogues of dealers in photographs, 
and will be glad to make these, as well as the photographs, useful 
to other libraries. Stations are now maintained, with deposits of 
books, at Coolidge Corner, Boylston, and Chestnut Hill. These 
have liberal circulations in their several districts, but are not con­
sidered as branch libraries. The opening of the circulating depart­
ment, as well as the reading rooms, on Sundays has now become 
an established policy of the library. In regard to missing volumes 
from open shelves, the librarian says: “ The result seems to show 
not that we should restrict the use of our main library, nor that 
we should make it less hospitable and accessible to the studious 
reader, but that we must exercise still more careful supervision in 
our children’s rooms.”
Cambridge. The circulation of the main library in 1906 showed a 
commendable decrease of over 5 ^per cent, in the circulation of 
fiction, the rate being 54.6 per cent. The service of the Book- 
lovers’ Library and the Tabard Inn Library has been discontinued. 
The travelling libraries continue to provide new features of inter­
est, but the local stations have fallen off in popularity as the 
travelling libraries have gained. In the main library an alcove has 
been set apart, to be known as the Thomas Wentworth Higginson 
Alcove, which will contain all the published works of Colonel 
Higginson. A recent informal report of the librarian contains 
interesting matter relative to the activities of the present year, 
from which we quote: “ The rapid growth of the new branch 
library in North Cambridge, with its total circulation of over
52,000 for the first full fiscal year, is the chief factor in making 
the total circulation of over 283,000, and the increase over last year 
of nearly 42,000, the largest in the history of the library. The 
adult circulation for the main library has more than held its own, 
but the children’s room shows a loss. The local delivery stations, 
the travelling libraries and the school circulation also show losses, 
which may be traced mainly to the effect of a serious cut in the 
appropriation for general expenses, including books as the chief 
item. The salaries’ account being also insufficient for present 
needs, a curtailment was made by dispensing with the special 
service of the evening attendants, by reducing the hours of the 
runners and by closing the whole library at 9 p .m . and the children’s 
room at 6 p .m . Progress has been made in recataloguing a col­
lection of old books, much of which has been available only in the 
old printed catalogue of 1887, and its supplement of 1891. A new 
form of record slip, adapted from that in use at the Carnegie 
Public Library in Washington, makes possible a complete and 
accurate account of all new books, by classified accessions, and also
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of the responsibility of each assistant in their preparation for the 
public. Supplementary to the December Bulletin was the issue of 
a special i Bibliography of Thomas Y\ entworth Higginson,’ in com­
memoration of Colonel Higginson’s eighty-third birthday, Dec. 22, 
1906, and in recognition of his long service of fourteen years, from 
18S9 to 1903, as trustee of the public library. A similar work in 
honor of another distinguished trustee, Dr. William J. Rolfe, who 
is still in service, was in preparation at the end of the liscal year, a 
‘ Bibliography of William James Rolfe,’ to be issued on the occa­
sion of his eightieth birthday, Dec. 10, 1907. A less exhaustive 
bibliography of books and periodicals relating to Henry Wads­
worth Longfellow was issued in connection with the celebration 
of the centenary of the poet’s birth, Feb. 27, 1907, as part of the 
regular Bulletin and in a separate edition, for school use. Besides 
this Longfellow list, the library took an important part in the 
centenary celebration by its exhibit, in the Cambridge room, of 
books, portraits and curios, sent to it from the Craigie House, 
from the Harvard College library and from other sources, in 
addition to the library’s own collection. This exhibit proved to be 
the most valuable and interesting of its kind ever held in Cam­
bridge. In connection with the Agassiz centenary celebration, the 
last week in May, the library prepared a similar list for the May 
Bulletin, and a separate edition for school use. The school chil­
dren of all the ninth grades of the city repeated the visit of last 
year to the library for special instruction in the use of reference 
books and the card catalogue. The library co-operated also with 
the Rindge Manual Training School in the issue of special lists of 
books for the English and the shop-practice departments, in the 
talks by the librarian before the pupils in classes and in the loan 
of a collection of books for direct use through the English depart­
ment of that school. Three deposit stations were added, two of 
them literary societies and the third a Sunday school.”
Ca n t o x . The library is now open every week day and evening. “After 
careful consideration, it has been deemed advisable to discontinue 
the Sunday afternoon opening of the reading and reference rooms. 
The trustees regret being obliged to take this action; but as the 
purpose for which the Sunday opening was instituted has not been 
accomplished, it has been thought best to do this.” Lists of acces­
sions are posted in the post-office for the information of the public. 
The prize competition in local history, offered by the Canton His­
torical Society, has been continued; and, to stimulate the study of 
local history, one class in the high school is required to furnish 
weekly essays on kindred subjects.
Ca r v e r . The branches at North Carver and Bates Pond have been r e ­
stored. An attempt is made to supply simple reading to the 
smallest children who come to the library and ask for books. The
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librarian says: “ We think it is a very hopeful outlook when we 
can attract the children of five years to the library and hold them 
until we have moulded their taste for reading, which seems prob­
able, judging from our past experience.”
Ch elsea . A slight decrease in the circulation of 1906 is attributed to 
the limitation of juvenile cards to one book. Children needing 
books for instruction are given cards on which they are allowed 
one book other than from the fiction and juvenile classes. The 
experiment of opening the rooms on Sunday afternoons was not 
satisfactory and it has been discontinued.
C h e s h i r e . A fair was held in August, and resulted in a profit of $75 
for the benefit of the library.
C h e s t e r f i e l d . A summer visitor has given 150 books, all good. Addi­
tions are made yearly to the collection for high school use.
C h i c o p e e . A reading and reference room has been opened at the main 
library. Fifteen hundred volumes have been selected from the 
library and sent to the branches. These are to be replaced from 
time to time, “ in order that the people at the branches may handle 
them.” A card catalogue according to the Dewey-Cutter system is 
being prepared, and the charging system is to be changed.
C l i n t o n . A decrease in the home circulation of 1906, not as heavy 
as that of the preceding year, was apparently caused by the re­
moval from the town of many who were constant readers of the 
better class of books. There is a larger use of the library for 
study and reference by teachers and students.
C o h a s s e t . The will of Mrs. Isaphene M. Wheelwright o f  Boston and 
Cohasset gives to the Cohasset Free Public Library, which is by 
agreement temporarily merged with the Paul Pratt Memorial Li­
brary, the sum of $2,000, and valuable paintings and etchings and 
other articles of interest.
C o l r a in . This library has maintained its circulation and has added 
somewhat to its collection. Joseph Griswold of Greenfield is erect­
ing a library building as a memorial of his family, which will be 
presented to the town when completed. It is expected to be ready 
by June 1, 1908.
C o n c o r d . An increase of library hours during the school year h a s  
proved of great convenience to the school children. A stack room, 
with a capacity of about 25,000 volumes, has been completed. 
There have been 1,772 volumes taken from the shelves, as obsolete 
or unused, and sold.
C o n w a y . Miss Grace Pease, who had been librarian for several y e a r s ,  
resigned early in the present year, and has been succeeded by Miss 
Margaret F. Sikes of Conway.
D a n v e r s . The home circulation of 1906 showed an increase of about 
10 per cent., not including the school circulation. “A few years 
ago only children who could read intelligently visited the children’s
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room, but now those much below the school age are brought by 
older ones. For their entertainment a selection of picture books 
was included in the last addition, which has proved exceedingly 
popular, not only to those whose home books are limited, but 
to the more favored as well.” The wisdom of making an extra 
appropriation for an extension of school work, as noted in the 
report of last year, has been fully justified by the results. As a 
direct result of the work, children have been attracted to the 
library and have become borrowers. Bach year shows an increasing 
number of young people applying for books for home use.
D a r t m o u t h . This town has three libraries, each of which is inde­
pendent of the others. The town doubled its library appropriations 
in 1906, giving $250 to each library. These libraries are in the 
villages of Russell’s Mills (Dartmouth), Padanaram (South Dart­
mouth) and North Dartmouth, and are five miles apart. The cir­
culation in 1906 at the first named exceeded that of any previous 
year.
D e d h a m . There was a gain of over 5 per cent, in the home circulation 
of 1906. The success of the Oakdale branch has induced the 
trustees to establish a branch, with a reference library, at the 
reading room at East Dedham.
D e e r f ie l d . South Deerfield Town Library. The removal of the library 
to the public reading room “ has been an advantage to both asso­
ciations, but the growth and betterment of the library make it more 
apparent that a proper library building is necessary.” There was 
an increase of 23 per cent, in the circulation of 1906. Some Polish 
books have been added to the library and have been well received. 
The library work has received the hearty co-operation of the super­
intendent of schools and the teachers. The books are being recata­
logued.
Dickinson Library. No town appropriation was given to this 
library in 1906; and its work was done largely by those who felt 
most interested in its prosperity. This year the town has appro­
priated $100 for the purchase of books, and a friend has given $50 
for the same purpose.
Douglas. An increased use of the library by the schools is especially 
noticeable.
E a s t h a m p t o n . The library is increasing in usefulness. The t o w n s ­
people, and the schools especially, make more and more use o f  it. 
Reference books have had some valuable additions, and are much 
used in the preparation of essays and debates and also in club 
work.
E a s t o n . Weekly deliveries of books in sections remote from the 
library, at North Easton, are continued. A well-selected list of 
poems to be taught in the public schools has been prepared by the 
librarian. This list comprises selections arranged for the nine
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grades in the schools, and has been printed for the use of the 
teachers and scholars.
E v e r e t t . Shute Memorial Library. There was no marked increase in 
the circulation of 1906; and, owing to a shifting population, the 
number of borrowers was not largely increased. Still, the work of 
the library has been one of progression. The general reading room, 
has been well filled, while the children’s corner has been filled to 
overflowing, as usual. A complete card catalogue has been pre­
pared for the children’s corner. The open shelf is appreciated by 
the public. The work with the schools continues to grow. At the 
close of 1906 Mrs. Leona C. Lydiard, who had been librarian from 
the opening of the library, resigned her position, to the regret of 
the trustees and library staff. Miss Edna L. Carter, an assistant, 
was elected as her successor.
Frederick E. Parlin Memorial Library. There was an increase 
of over 6 per cent, in the circulation of 1906; and a larger sum 
was expended for books than in any previous year. An attempt to 
meet the demand for fiction has been made by the use of the Tabard 
Inn Library, and the service appears to warrant its continuance. 
Albert N. Parlin, the donor of the building, has given copies of the 
portraits of Leonardo da Vinci, Raphael and Michelangelo, in the 
Uffizi Gallery. The library has outgrown its present quarters.
' More shelf room, a reference room and a larger room for the 
children will soon be imperative.
F a l l  R iv e r . Works of standard authors in fiction and the larger part 
of the new books as added are now placed on open shelves in the 
public catalogue room. The children’s library grows in interest 
and importance, and the collection now numbers more'than 8,000 
volumes. A liberal policy has prevailed in the careful selection 
of books especially adapted to assist the children in their school 
work. Picture bulletins are constantly exhibited in the children’s 
department. “ Cuttings from illustrated papers and magazines 
now keep a constantly moving panorama of historical events, por­
traits of notable persons on anniversary occasions, current events 
of the day and sports in their seasons; in fact, all pictorial matter 
of interest to the young which is available is carefully selected and 
intelligently displayed.”
F a l m o u t h . Falmouth Free Public Library. The circulation of 1906 
was the largest in its history and showed a gain of 20 per cent., 
and there was a larger use of the reading room.
West Falmouth Library. During the present year the sum of 
$50 has been received from friends; and summer residents have 
made donations of books. Teachers and scholars are allowed 
special privileges in the use of books for school work.
F it c h b u r g . There was a decrease of about 3 %  per cent, in the circu­
lation of 1906. The reference room is much used by all classes.
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A professional man said that, he prepared all his papers and ad­
dresses in that department of the library. In the children s room 
a great work is being' done quietly. The children are acquiring the 
library habit, and are starting on a course of self-culture which 
they may pursue to the end of their lives. A deposit station has 
been opened in the West Fitchburg grammar school, through the 
public spirit of the principal of the school, who volunteered as 
custodian. A new method has been tried for securing the return 
of overdue books. When a book is seven days overdue a notice is 
sent. If  not then returned, a second notice is sent by registered 
mail, with a copy of the law in reference to the wilful detention of 
library property.
F lorida. Boxes of books are sent to the schoolhouses for school use 
and home circulation, under the care of the teachers.
F oxborough. The hours of library service have been increased. A ma­
jority of the pupils of the public schools come to the center of the 
town, near the library; and at ten years of age they are given the 
full use of it. The teachers and librarian co-operate and some good 
work is being done.
F r am in g h am . Additional shelf room has been furnished in the read­
ing room, and a further enlargement will soon be necessary. A 
card catalogue has been completed for the branch at South Fram­
ingham.
F r a n k l in . The Ray Memorial Room, opened as a children’s room in 
January, 1906, as stated in the last report, is independent of the 
Franklin Public Library, which is managed by the Franklin Li­
brary Association and is housed in the Ray Memorial Building. 
It has'its separate librarian and a collection of about 1,600 books, 
and is well equipped for its use as a reading room for the children. 
Although independent, its work is supplementary, or rather it is 
preparatory to that of the public library; and it takes the place 
of the children’s department in the original library. Its circulation 
in 1906 was nearly 20  per cent, in excess of that of the library 
for adults. “ The children have improved greatly in their ability 
to use the library, knowing now where to find the books they want 
and how to handle them properly. The donors of the building and 
children’s room have fitted up a hall for lecture purposes. In 
addition to the proper furniture for its purposes, wall cases have 
been furnished in which are valuable historical books, manuscripts 
and autographs; and portraits and pictures are hung upon its 
walls.”
G ardner. There was a slight increase in the home circulation of 1906. 
The constant falling off in the Sunday afternoon attendance at 
the reading room makes the advisability of keeping the room open 
on Sundays a serious question. The use of Swedish and French 
books by citizens speaking those languages is such as to warrant
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a further outlay in that direction. Active school work, as outlined 
in the report of last year, has continued. The librarian writes: 
“ The only new feature of our school work is that I  sometimes put 
in a few books that would appeal to older readers, with the sug­
gestion that the children should have them read aloud by older 
members of the family. The teachers tell me that this has been 
appreciated, and that the benefit of the school libraries is by no 
means limited to those attending the schools. I hope to develop 
this into lending neighborhood libraries when we have created a 
demand for them; and, with this in mind, I put the charging of 
the books, etc., into the hands of some of the more reliable pupils 
wherever possible.”
Georgetown. The contest in relation to the erection of a library build­
ing between the town and the building committee has been settled 
by a decree of the Supreme Judicial Court; and the building awaits 
completion after some matters have been settled by the action of 
the town. It has been built at the expense of the fund left by 
George Peabody, and is situated on land given for the purpose by 
the Tenney heirs, at the westerly end of Lincoln Park. It is of 
brick, with granite trimmings and a slated roof. It has the usual 
rooms for library administration, including a stack room, upon the 
first floor. The second story at present is unfinished; but if the 
original intention is carried out it will be finished and furnished as 
an art room.
Gloucester. Sawyer Free Library. A life-size portrait of Epes Sar­
gent, a native of Gloucester and a prominent literary man of his 
time, has been presented by Francis W. Homans.
Village Hall Library, Annisquam. Although this is still a sub­
scription library, the school children are admitted freely, and they 
have very generally availed themselves of its privileges. An Audu­
bon library, loaned by the Woman’s Education Association, will 
be used for study during the winter. The home circulation has 
largely increased.
Granville. A  lib rary  club, tak ing  a share in the maintenance of the 
library , has made it possible to keep the reading room open every 
week day evening, and has supplied one daily, seven weekly and 
fifteen m onthly magazines.
Great B arrington. In accordance with votes passed by the corpo­
rators of the Great Barrington Free Library and the town, at its 
annual meeting in March, 1906, the books and property of the 
library have been transferred to the town, and the library is now 
conducted by six trustees chosen by the town. To meet the demand 
for new fiction, it is proposed to introduce a small loan library.
Housatonie. The library building which is being erected by the 
Ramsdell heirs is nearly completed, and it is expected that it will 
be opened at the beginning of 1908.
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Greenfield . Greenfield Public Library. With every year the library 
gains in influence and worth. There was a gain in the home circu­
lation of 1906, notably in the children’s department. Thirty-live 
children were awarded certificates for completing vacation reading 
courses. Classes from the ninth grades of the public schools are 
given lessons in the use of the card catalogue and reference books. 
Library workers who know how often the lack of this elementary 
knowledge, combined with reluctance in making inquiry, bars older 
persons from intelligent use of the library, realize the worth of 
this instruction to the children. There is a constantly growing de­
mand for books on technical subjects. “ In July the town pur­
chased the Hovey house for library purposes. The site is one of 
the best in town, and it preserves a house of value to Greenfield 
for its architectural beauty and its historic associations with the 
Greenfield of earlier years. The building can be admirably adapted 
for use for reading and delivery rooms, and for the administrative 
and educational work of the library. A stack is planned for the 
rear, which will form a consistent part of the building.”
Groton. There was a slight decrease in the home circulation of 1906; 
but it was offset by an increased use of the reading room. By the 
will of Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Farnsworth Hall the library has re­
ceived a bequest of $1 ,0 0 0 , the income of which is to be used in the 
purchase of books.
Groveland. By the death of Mrs. Mary Adams of Lynn, the legacy of 
$5,000 in the will of Capt. J. G. B. Adams becomes available for 
the benefit of the library.
Hadley. A collection of books of local interest is growing. But two 
magazines are bound for the shelves; the rest, after the library is 
through with them, are distributed to the school children, to be car­
ried to their homes.
Halifax. The books of this library, about 3,000 volumes, were lost 
in the fire which destroyed the town house on the morning of March 
20, 1907. Only those books which were in circulation escaped. 
Some books, which for the present are kept in the church vestry, 
have been given as the nucleus of a new collection.
H ajiilton . The trustees invited all the school teachers and a number 
of other library patrons to the library a few times, with a view of 
talking over the needs of the library and desirable publications for 
purchase, the idea being to bring out, as far as possible, the wants 
of patrons. These meetings were prolific of much good, and were 
apparently appreciated and enjoyed by those who attended. It is 
the intention to hold many more of such meetings. Collections of 
the Woman’s Education Association have been exhibited.
H ancock. The lib ra ry  is fa ir ly  well used, and public in terest seems 
to  be increasing. A  good proportion  of those who come to the 
lib ra ry  are children.
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H anover. John Curtis of Boston, the founder and a frequent bene­
factor of this library, left by will $15,000 for a library building, 
to be available at the death of his daughter, Miss Alice M. Curtis 
of Milton. Miss Curtis released her life interest in this bequest 
in November-, 1906, and added a contribution for the purchase of 
a suitable site for the building. The building has been erected 
after plans by Edmund Q. Sylvester of Boston, a native of Han­
over, and is so near completion that it will be formally opened by 
the time this report is distributed. It is in the Georgian style, by 
the desire of Miss Curtis; and is of red brick, with white marble 
trimmings, granite underpinnings and a slated roof. It is 55 by 30 
feet, with a porch over the entrance. The entrance opens into a 
vestibule, with a reading room and a stack room on either side. 
These rooms are about 15 by 2S feet, and are connected with the 
librarian’s room in the rear, which is arranged so as to give the 
librarian sight of every part of the interior. The interior is 
finished in natural wood, stained, and the floors are of hard wood. 
The lighting is by electricity. A bronze tablet will be placed in 
the vestibule by Miss Curtis in memory of her father.
H anson.- There has been a larger circulation, indicating an increased 
appreciation of the advantages of the library by the public. Miss 
Drew, of the north library, has prepared a complete catalogue of 
the books in the two libraries, which is ready for publication. The 
success of the branches at Maquan and New State warrants a 
desire to establish branches in other remote sections of the town. 
The first legacy to the library has been received, — a bequest of 
$50 in the will of Mrs. Sarah A. Inglee.
H arw ich . There has been a gratifying increase in the circulation. A 
catalogue of the additions of the past five years has been printed.
H averhill. The home circulation of 1906 was slightly less than that 
of the preceding year, with an average of 4.3 per capita. “ There 
were no changes in policy, but there was a continuous effort to 
extend the activities of the library by dignified advertising, by en­
larging the branch equipment and by giving the public more oppor­
tunities to come in direct contact, with the books without using 
either a printed or a card catalogue. . . . That the library goes 
part way, at least, to meet its patrons is shown by the fact that 
outside the main library there are 89 centers to which books are 
sent for circulation. . . .  To meet the demand for more new books, 
particularly fiction, a duplicate pay collection was started in July. 
The scheme has been popular, and on account of this collection the 
library has bought fewer copies of the ephemeral books of the day. 
A few copies of popular operas were added to the collection, but 
they were little used and were withdrawn.” A collection of 1,200 
to 1,500 books was arranged on open shelves in the delivery room 
late in 1905. “ All new books and a constantly changing collection
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of old ones are placed there. Eventually all the best books of I he 
library find their way to these shelves. This new scheme and the 
duplicate pay collection have been the most appreciated changes 
at the main library in recent years.” The general policy of the 
library has remained unchanged during the present, yeai. In­
ternal improvements of the building have given new rooms for 
special collections and for administration purposes. Available 
room in the reference room is being furnished by additional shelv­
ing' and electric lighting is being substituted for gas throughout 
the building.
H eath. Every possible facility is being given to the teachers and 
pupils of the public schools. Additional shelf room is needed. A 
card catalogue is being prepared.
H ix g h am . Hingham Public Library. Hawkes Fearing, who had been 
librarian since 1872, recently resigned by reason of ill health; and 
Albert L. Stephenson is at present acting librarian.
Nantasket Library. Mrs. Henry M. Whitney of Brookline has 
given about 200 volumes on varied subjects. The exhibitions of 
the Library Art Club are considered of great value as an educa­
tional help.
Holland. A  quantity of magazines and books has been received from 
the Young Men’s Opportunity Band, a club in Brookline, Mass.
H olliston. The reference .room has become a valuable addition to the 
library facilities offered by the public schools, and is much appre­
ciated by all patrons. The department of local history is on the 
increase, many additions having' been made by donation and pur­
chase. Historical and public documents of value are constantly 
being received from various sources, and are properly arranged 
for use. A portrait by Darius Cobb of Elias Bullard, one of the 
founders of the library, has been hung upon the walls.
H opedale. There was a large increase both in the home circulation and 
the use of the reading room in 1906. Reading lists, prepared by 
the superintendent of schools, were issued to all grades in the 
schools above the first, with pleasing- results as to the books used 
during the summer vacation and an increase in the number of 
cards issued. Books have been sent to the school at South Hope- 
dale.
H ubbabdston. The bequest of $1,000, noted in the report of last year, 
has been deposited in a savings bank, and will be known as the 
Eliza P. Church Library Fund, the income to be applied to the 
support of the library. The public schools are allowed such books 
as may be needed, without regard to a time limit, the teachers 
being responsible for their return in proper condition. Summer 
visitors are allowed the privileges of the library on the same con­
ditions as the townspeople, a privilege which they are quick to 
appreciate.
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H udson. The circulation of 1906 showed a gratifying increase of 27.78 
per cent. This and the increase of borrowers may be attributed to 
the conveniences and attractions of the new building and an ex­
tension of’library hours. The reading room is a Soldiers’ Memo­
rial Boom, and a bronze memorial tablet has been placed over 
the fireplace. The use of the reading room continues to be un­
usually large; and its use on Sunday still warrants its being open 
on that day. A separate room for the reference books and quiet 
study has been greatly appreciated by the patrons of the library. 
The use of the children’s room has been of steady growth. Henry 
Boynton, chairman of the trustees, died Feb. 21, 1906.
H ull . During the month of August the library hours were increased, 
principally for the convenience of the summer residents, some of 
whom have expressed their appreciation of the service by donations 
of books.
H yde P ark. The circulation of books for home use has steadily in­
creased. Bulletins of new accessions, also containing lists on 
special subjects, are published, and lists of new books appear in 
the local papers. A small musical collection has been classified and 
may be taken for home use. There has been an increase in the 
use of the children’s department. “ The pleasant room attracts 
the children, the same children spending hours there almost daily. 
Italian children are coming in greater numbers, and are delighted 
to be where there are so many books. Some of them seem greedy 
to look at them all in one afternoon, as the condition of the shelves 
after they have been here testifies.” Teachers of the public schools 
may take ten books for school use instead of six, as formerly.
I pswich. There was a large increase in the home circulation in 1906. 
A card catalogue has been completed. A branch has been estab­
lished at Linebrook Parish. This, though small, is kept well sup­
plied with good books, and is much appreciated by the people of 
that district.
Lakeville. The circulation and use of the library are increasing. 
Feeling that at some future time the need of more room must arise, 
a number of ladies who have the welfare of the library very much 
at heart have been holding a series of entertainments, consisting of 
supper and dances, with the aim of starting a building fund for a 
library building.
L ancaster. The circulation of 1906 showed an increase of about 14 
per cent, over the highest previous mark. This circulation was 
about seven volumes per capita, and the increase was chiefly in 
school use. During the present year the stack and the gallery have 
been made open to the public, and the children’s books have been 
removed from the stack to the reading room. The greatest gain 
from the open shelves has been in the increased use of the books by 
the study clubs, the members of which are more affected by the
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change than any other group of reader's. The librarian writes: 
“ We are continuing our policy of replacing old and worn sets of 
some of the half-forgotten novels with.new and attractive editions. 
They are put out in the reading room, near the new-book case, 
where they are seen by all who come in. They have a steady cir­
culation, and are read with quite as much enjoyment as the new 
books. We have replaced in this way Jane Austen, Wilkie Col­
lins, Charles Reade, Baroness Tautphceus and Trollope.” The Rev. 
George M. Bartol, D.D., the active and devoted chairman of the 
trustees for more than forty years, died in June, 1906.
Lee. The home circulation is increasing. Curtis Judd of Dwight, 111., 
who spent bis boyhood in Lee, has given $500 towards the new 
library building.
L eominster . There was a marked increase in the circulation in 1906, 
both in the adult and children’s departments. To assure a closer 
relation between the library and schools, an informal reception and 
“ afternoon among books ” was given to the school teachers. The 
result was most satisfactory, and the friendly spirit which was 
created has been of invaluable assistance in the school work. The 
need of a children’s room has been met by a rearrangement, by 
which the former reference room has been given to the children. A 
book-lovers’ league has been organized to teach the careful handling 
of books, each member signing a pledge: “ I will have clean hands, 
and will return all books in good condition, with no pen or pencil 
marks, no torn leaves and no stain of any kind.” The children 
consider the badge of the league upon their cards as a mark of dis­
tinction, and the books are receiving far better treatment than be­
fore. An offer of $27,500, by Andrew Carnegie, for the erection 
of a library building was accepted by the town at its annual meet­
ing. The acceptance of one of three available sites, about which 
there is a difference in public opinion, will be settled at the annual 
meeting of the town in March. The library is now open from 9 
a .m . to 9 p .m . on each week day, making an addition of twenty- 
seven hours per iveek to the library service.
Lexington. There was an increase in the circulation of 1906, mainly 
outside of the realm of fiction, only six volumes of the increase 
being credited to that department. In the children’s room, direction 
in the use of books is given during the noon hour and immediately 
following the close of the schools.
Leyden. A card catalogue by the Cutter system has been completed. 
It is proposed to establish branches at the several school buildings.
Littleton. After an experiment of three months, as the patronage 
seemed insufficient, the opening of the library on Sunday after­
noons was discontinued. The books specified on lists made by the 
teacher of English for the four classes of the high school are kept 
apart, where they are easy of access to, the pupils. Books taken
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by the teachers and scholars of the high school are not limited in 
time, unless they are otherwise required for library use. This 
privilege has not been abused. John Murray Sprague of Lowell, 
a native of Littleton, has given $1,000 for general library uses.
L o w e l l . A standard library, with about 1,000 volumes of works of 
the best authors, has been established. It is aimed “ to give this 
room the character of a private library, and to furnish it with such 
books as would be read for pure enjoyment, rather than books for 
study or such books as are to be found in the reference depart­
ment.” An industrial library, for the benefit of those interested 
in the textile and other interests of the city, is proposed.
L u d l o w . There was an increase in the use of the library in 1906; and 
there was an extension of the library hours, which was found to be 
advantageous. There was a decrease in the use of the reading 
room, which was due, probably, to the opening of a reading room 
in the new Stevens’ Memorial Building, in connection with other 
departments for the betterment of social conditions in the town.
L y n n . There was a large increase in the use of the library in 1906, 
both by home circulation and reference work. Plans for a partial 
open delivery have been carried out by placing in the main reading 
room a selection from the latest additions to the library. The 
juvenile books for circulation have been removed from the stack 
to the children’s room, and the open-shelf system established in 
that department. “ Lynn is noted for its fine collection of local 
histories, historical collections and genealogies, including a complete 
file of the ‘ Boston Transcript ’ genealogical queries, with a card 
index. This collection brings many strangers from different parts 
of the country to consult our shelves, thereby adding largely to 
our reference work.” During old home week the lecture room was 
filled with Lynn pictures, books, pamphlets, etc., illustrating the 
history of the city. A series of lectures on Shakespearian plays 
and another under the auspices of the Civic League have been 
given. Exhibitions of paintings by local artists and others have 
been given in the reference and lecture rooms. The work with the 
blind is successfully continued.
M a l d e n . There has been a slight increase in the work of all the de­
partments during the present year; and the total use of books 
exceeds that of any previous year in the history of the library. An 
additional delivery has been established in the Bell Rock section; 
and as the conditions are favorable, a small deposit of books has 
been made there as an experiment. There are now eight delivery 
stations in operation, and books are deposited with the Sunday 
schools of seven churches. It is intended to bring the library into 
a. closer connection with the schools and to enlarge the work with 
children. To carry out this work a capable assistant has been put 
in charge. As operations in this direction were not begun until
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the opening of the present school year, most- that has been done 
has been preparatory. About 40 per cent, ol the circulation has 
gone out through the children’s room and the schools.
M a n c h e s t e r . Electric lighting has been introduced into the building, 
and valuable books have been given by summer residents. About 
200  volumes of choice juvenile literature, for children of from 
eight to twelve years of age, have been placed where they are sub­
ject to free access. New books are frequently added. For the 
pupils of the high and grammar schools, the library supplies up- 
to-date reference books and other works necessary to give informa­
tion on all subjects of their studies.
Mansfield . Open shelves were experimentally adopted in 1906. The 
trustees say: “ In some respects this privilege is productive of in­
convenience, not only to the librarian but to the patrons of the 
library, because frequently those who take the books from the 
shelves for temporary examination put them back in the wrong 
place on the shelf, and as every book is supposed to have a par­
ticular place, when the librarian looks for the book, to give to 
some other would-be borrower, she fails to find it, and the would- 
be b.orrower fails to get the book he desired, although it is in fact 
in the library.” A later report says that the open shelf has been 
greatly appreciated.
Marblehead. There was an increase of 11 per cent, in the circulation 
of 1906. Temporary summer residents are allowed the privileges 
of the library. One lady, on leaving the town, sent her check for 
$1 0 , “ to be -spent in books, in appreciation of the enjoyment and 
benefit which she received during the summer from the privileges 
of the library.”
Marion. The association has printed a new catalogue this year. The 
library is used by the pupils of the town schools and Tabor Acad­
emy; and the children of summer residents draw school reading.
Mattapoisett. There was a gain of over 20 per cent, in the home 
circulation of 1906. A large proportion of the readers are children.
Medford. The circulation of 1906 was the largest in the history of the 
library, showing an increase of over 18 per cent, over that of the 
preceding year. Books were sent to eighty-three schoolrooms and 
five Sunday schools. “ The need for book room has been growing 
more and more urgent for the past two or three years, and the 
crowded condition of the shelves in all departments causes the 
necessary work to be done at great disadvantage.”
Melrose. The work of the library shows steady progress. The per­
centage of fiction delivered has slightly decreased, and the work 
of the juvenile department shows a constant gain. The juvenile 
catalogue has been completed, and is placed in the children’s room 
for use. The trustees say: “ The question of current fiction is a 
difficult one with all libraries. The larger part of that published
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at the present time is worthless, viewed from the standpoint of even 
conservative criticism; much is objectionable, much is unwholesome 
in tone and subject, and crude in style. . . . The open-shelf system 
has proved its popularity through the manifold advantages afforded 
library patrons. It is unfortunate that its privileges have been 
abused, as each year books have disappeared from the shelves.”
M id d l e b o r o u g h . Mrs. Adelaide K. Thatcher, who had been librarian 
twenty-three years, resigned, to take effect Jan. 1, 1907, and has 
been succeeded by Miss Alice M. Alden, who has been an assistant 
for about twelve years. Calvin D. Kingman, who had been the 
efficient president of the board of trustees for many years, died in
1906.
M i l t o n . This library ranks among the highest in the State in circula­
tion, proportionate to the population which it serves, the rate being 
8.5 per capita. There was an increase in the circulation of 1906, 
and “ more reference work, more work for study classes, and 
greater co-operation with the teachers have been accomplished.” 
Collections of paintings of special local interest have been ex­
hibited. By the will of Boland Hayward the library has received 
a large collection of books and pamphlets, mostly on entomology. 
The school work has been actively pursued. The children’s li­
brarian made three regular visits to all of the schools, the first at 
the beginning of the school year, the second about the first of 
January, and the third at the beginning of the spring term. Other 
visits were made as the work required. As it was little used, the 
branch at Milton Village has been withdrawn.
M o n t a g u e . Carnegie Public Library of Turners Falls. An increase 
of interest is evident at this library. Gifts of pictures, statuary 
and other articles have been received; and an increased appropria­
tion by the town has allowed more frequent purchases of books, 
thus stimulating an interest in reading. The reading rooms have 
been well used during the evening hours; and the home circulation 
of the first year in the new building was quite satisfactory. The 
pupils of the schools are given equal privileges with adults; and 
the teachers have special privileges in the extension of time on 
books used for school purposes.
N a h a n t . An increase of 10 per cent, was shown in the circulation of
1906. The library proposes to restrict the selection of new fiction, 
and to present a smaller list, with better books and more copies 
of each. The trustees say: “ We take this occasion to urge the 
error of common practice in reading only what is red hot from the 
press. Most that is published at present is very poor. Writers 
the teachers have special privileges in the extension of time on 
and the rattle of the pulp mills in their ears.”
N a t i c k . M o r s e  I n s t i t u t e .  T h e r e  is  n o t  m u c h  v a r i a t i o n  in  th e  h o m e  
c i r c u l a t i o n ;  b u t  m o r e  b o o k s  a r e  u s e d  e v e r y  y e a r ,  a n d  t h e  d a i ly  a t -
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tendance throughout the building is noticeably larger. More than 
one book can be taken on a nonfiction card when the borrowei 
requires extra material for special study. Books are being sent 
to some of the schoolrooms from the children’s department. John
0. Wilson, who had been a trustee since 1S63 and president of the 
board since 18S3, died in April, 1906.
N e w  B e d f o r d . The library has acquired a collection of the whaling 
pictures of Clifford W. Ashley. “ They probably form the most 
accurate reproduction of actual whaling scenes that have ever been 
produced.” A catalogue of the collection of material relating to 
the whale fishery belonging to the library has been published, and 
is a valuable bibliography of the subject. A beginning has been 
made in loaning books to Sunday school libraries. The need of a 
children’s room and the crowded condition of the library in all its 
departments are about to be overcome, as orders have passed the 
city council for the reconstruction of the city hall into a library 
building. A bond issue of $150,000 and an appropriation of 
$3,750 for architects’ fees are called for by the orders.
N e w b u b y p o r t . Newburyport Public Library. The circulation of 1906 
showed a loss in the use of fiction and a gain in other departments. 
The files of local papers are in constant demand. What is prac­
tically a duplicate file for about one hundred years has been de­
posited with the Essex Institute at Salem. “ This is a most 
practical insurance on valuable property, which, if destroyed, could 
not be replaced by money, while of course keeping duplicate files 
under the same roof defeats its very object.”
South End Reading Room. The reading room and library con­
tinue to receive the liberal patronage of the people of the district 
in which they are situated. A bequest of $100 has been received 
from the estate of Miss Anna L. Coffin, and many smaller sums 
have been received from friends who are interested in the work 
which is being done.
N e w t o n . There was a gratifying increase in the home circulation of 
1906, and the year was one of the most successful in the history of 
the library. Branch libraries have been established at Nonantum 
and Newtonville. Deliveries are made to six branch libraries and 
reading rooms, five agencies, twenty-three public schools and eleven 
private schools. The seventh branch library will soon be opened 
at Newton Highlands. The use of the reference reading room by 
teachers, students and club members is constantly increasing. The 
experiment of a duplicate collection of popular books for hire at 
the Newton Center branch in 1906 proved so successful that the 
system has been extended to the main library and the branches at 
Aubumdale, West Newton and Newtonville. The trustees say: 
“ Those who pay do so voluntarily and please themselves by doing 
so, while that course relieves the general demand.” A catalogue
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of biography, history and travels, comprising about 15,000 vol­
umes, has been printed. The circulation of photographs and other 
pictures shows a steady increase, and a collection of lantern slides, 
for circulation, is being formed.
N orfolk. A decrease in the circulation has been caused by fewer 
summer residents. A number of old books have been discarded 
because of crowded shelves. The library has become useful as a 
supplement to the schools. A list of selected books is posted in 
the high school, from which each pupil is to read one book each 
month and write a review of it as a part of the work in English 
literature.
N orth A dams. N o great changes have been made during the present 
year, but better work has been done along the old lines. The work 
with the school children has been more thorough. The pupils of 
the high school and the ninth grade, and some of the lower grades, 
have been instructed in the use of the library. Books have been 
sent to most of the school buildings, and story hours were given 
during the summer, with the usual success. A catalogue of tech­
nical books has been printed, and a tentative list of books suitable 
for the older girls has been compiled. Copies of the Newark list, 
“ One thousand of the best novels,” have been purchased for dis­
tribution.
N orthampton. Forbes Library. A decrease of over 17 per cent, in 
the circulation of printed books in 1906 was almost wholly in the 
circulation of fiction. This is attributed in part to a lessened pur­
chase of current novels, “ as few have been of sufficient literary 
value, or of sufficient interest in plot, to- justify their purchase,” 
and in part to the open shelves, which “ led many to choose the 
more serious works.” The circulation of pictures was largely in­
creased, especially by the use of stereoscopic views by the children. 
There has been a large increase in the number of persons using the 
library, and the use of the library by out-of-town organizations and 
by individuals through the inter-library loan system has been 
largely extended. Renewed attention is being given to the en­
largement of the collection of local historical manuscripts, which 
is already of gTeat importance and value. A great lack of shelf 
room is seriously hampering the work of the library.
N orth A ndover. The new library building was opened to the public 
on Nov. 4, 1907, and the delivery of books was begun on November 
6 . It is the gift of the late Hon. Moses T. Stevens and his wife, 
and it is estimated to have cost about $30,000. It stands upon a 
lot of about 41,000 square feet, at the corner of Main and Green 
streets, and is a one-story structure of red faced brick, with granite 
trimmings. From the vestibule, entrance is given by rising steps 
to the main delivery room, which is lighted by a large stained-glass 
skylight. From this room access is had to the librarian’s room, the
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children’s room and a large circular reading room. The reading 
room and the children’s room are finished in stained oak, aio noil 
lighted, and furnished with all conveniences for reading and infer­
ence. The stack room is furnished with a stack of four iloois, 
installed by the Art Metal Construction Company with a capacity 
of 12,000 volumes. In the basement is a circular lecture room, 
with seats for about 125 persons. The building is a memorial to 
Captain Nathaniel and Mrs. Harriet Hale Stevens, the parents of 
Mr. Stevens, whose portraits, with those of the donors, are hung 
upon the walls. In pursuance of the terms of the gift, the town 
is to appropriate not less than $1 ,200  for the maintenance and 
support of the library, buildings and grounds, the administration 
of which is vested in a permanent board of seven trustees, ap­
pointed by Mr. Stevens, which is empowered to fill any vacancy 
which may occur therein. The name of the library has been 
chanced from the North Andover Public Library to the Stevens 
Memorial Library, and Miss Elizabeth M. Pond of Belfast, Me., 
has been chosen librarian. Mr. Stevens died at his home in North 
Andover, March 25, 1907, at the age of eighty-one years and five 
months.
N o r t h  A t t l e b o r o u g h . Miss Leda J. Thompson resigned as librarian 
and has been succeeded by Miss Ada M. Perry. The New Boston 
branch is continued, and books are sent to the outlying school dis­
tricts during the school terms.
N o r t h b o r o u g h . The donor of the library building, Cyrus Gale, has 
added to his former gifts by the donation of an apartment house 
and lot of land on Gale Street for the use of the library.
Oak  Bluffs. This library, formerly the Cottage City Free Public 
Library, has been moved to larger rooms and a reading room has 
been provided. The schools make good use of the library, and 
more interest is shown by the public than formerly.
Oak h a ji. The bequest of Charles A. Fobes of Petersham and the 
gifts of Mrs. Celia E. Fobes of Worcester and her daughter, Mrs. 
Harriet F. Gifford of Tarrytown, N. Y., amounting to $10,000, as 
before reported, have resulted in the erection of the Fobes Memorial 
Library Building on land given by Mrs. Maria T. F. Rugg of 
Oakham. The new building is of one story and is built of field 
stone, with limestone trimmings. It contains the usual rooms for 
administration and public use, and is near completion.
Oxford. The people have availed themselves to an increased degree 
of the advantages afforded them in the conveniences of the new 
building as a place of quiet reading, and there has been an increase 
of interest in the circulating department. In the selection of books 
for purchase, the suggestions of patrons are gladly received; but 
as a protection against the possible oversight of any lurking danger 
to taste or morals, all new books are subjected to the critical ex-
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amination of special readers, whose opinions govern their reten­
tion. A classified finding' list, covering additions made since 1895, 
has been printed. Several portraits of prominent citizens of the 
past have been added to the collection hung upon the walls. A 
newspaper department has been opened, upon the table of which 
are placed the principal weekly newspapers of the county and 
neighborhood. In response to a frequently expressed suggestion, 
the reading rooms have been opened on Sunday afternoons as an 
experiment.
P etersham . The affairs of the library are in a very satisfactory con­
dition. Two entertainments resulted in receipts of more than $100, 
available for books of reference for the schools.
P ittsfield . The librarian says : “ The small library of duplicate 
fiction, from which books are issued at a rental of one cent a day, 
has proved most popular and successful. It is the only plan 
known to me by which libraries of moderate means can fairly 
meet the demand for fiction hot from the griddle.” The experi­
ment of a daily examination of all books before and after delivery, 
after a trial of a year, has proved successful “ beyond our most 
hopeful anticipation, and will be continued.” It has resulted in 
more careful handling by borrowers, and is banishing ragged and 
dirty books from the shelves. Valuable gifts of books for the 
library and of articles for the museum have been received.
P lainville. This town, which lost its library privileges in the town 
of Wrentham by its incorporation in 1905, accepted the pro­
visions of the act relating to libraries at its annual meeting in 1906, 
and allotted a room in the new school building for the uses of a 
public library. The State through this commission has furnished 
books to the amount of $100  and the pupils of the high school have 
given $42.
P lym outh . The librarian writes: “ The library has taken up this 
year the work of preparing special lists of books, and has already 
printed a textile list, posted in the various mills; a music list, dis­
tributed to music teachers and others interested in the subject; 
and we have other lists in contemplation. We find that these lists 
have increased the circulation of books not largely used before, 
and have brought new patrons to the library.” The use of the 
reading room has steadily increased.
P rescott. The public schools have, practically, unrestricted use of 
the library, both at the main room and the branches.
P rovincetown. The home circulation of 1906 showed an increase of 
over 15 per cent.
Quincy . At the close of 1906, Miss Amelia L. Bumpus, who had been 
connected with the library since its establishment in 1871, and for 
thirty years had been its librarian, resigned her position. The
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trustees say: “ Many thanks and much unvoiced gratitude, not 
only from those associated with her. but also from the public whom 
she has served so long and well, go with her into her well-earned 
retirement. It has been a g'ood lite and a faithful one. Miss 
Alice G. AVhite, who has shared with Miss Bumpus the responsi­
bilities of library management, has been elected to till the vacancy. 
“ The library building having become inadequate to the needs of 
its service, Mr. Albert Crane, with unfailing generosity toward the 
city, has already matured plans for an addition to his first gift, 
the present beautiful structure. It will consist of a wing toward 
the north, thoroughly equipped with the latest modern conven­
iences, the upper portion to be used as a stack room, and the lower 
for a children’s reading room and stack room. The plan now is 
for the books to be entirely removed from their present alcoves, and 
the entire space devoted to a reading room.’
Randolph. There was an increase of over 11 per cent, in the home 
circulation of 1906. “ No department has met with a readier re­
sponse in librarian and student, and none gives greater promise 
of permanent usefulness, than the work of the library in its rela­
tion to the public school.” The Hon. J. White Belcher, for many 
years president of the trustees, died in 1906. “ His ability, long
experience and watchful interest over the affairs of this institution 
were universally appreciated; and his loss was keenly felt by all. 
To him more than to any one else, except the public-spirited donors 
for whom the library is named, is the town indebted for the excel­
lent collection of literature which, freely accessible to all, affords 
abundant material for instruction and recreation to the citizens 
of the town.”
R e a d in g . The plan of placing accessions upon open shelves for a  
limited period before finally locating them in the eases has been 
continued, with excellent results. The age limit for borrowers has 
been reduced from fourteen years to ten years, and has resulted in 
an increase of the juvenile circulation.
R e v e h e . The local historical department is being enlarged and strength­
ened by the collection of papers, of pictures of old buildings, past 
and present, and in other ways. Several hundred new books are 
being added, and the entire library is being catalogued. Books 
desirable for reference are being removed from the stack to the 
reference, shelves, which will make that department of greater value 
to the schools.
R o c k p o k t . With the occupancy of the new library building in 1906, 
with its ample space and its reading rooms, a fresh stimulus was 
given to this library. That it reaches more persons than at any 
former time is shown by the increased number of card holders and 
the increased circulation. The Pigeon Cove Library has received 
a valuable gift of .books from William Pearson.
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R u t l a n d . The library has been reorganized and classified, and a cata­
logue is to be printed. The children’s books have been set apart 
and placed in the reading room, where they are easy of access.
S a l e m . The limitation of space and other considerations have led to 
the discarding of several hundred volumes which had outlived their 
usefulness. These books were little read, and their absence will 
not be noticed, while their room is needed for new publications. 
With the payment of $500 in 1905, the trustees have received 
$1,750 on the bequest of $5,000 noted in the report of 1903. It is 
reported that the will of Mrs. Eliza O. Ropes gives to the library 
her holdings of certain electric railroad stocks.
S a n d i s f ie l d . The building in which the rented room formerly occu­
pied by the library was situated has been purchased by the town, 
and the whole building has been remodeled for library purposes.
S a n d w i c h . A much needed catalogue has been printed. Cases of 
books are sent to East Sandwich and Forestdale. It has been the 
intention to send books to all the outlying villages, but the majority 
of borrowers in those districts appear to prefer to get books di­
rect from the library. The will of Nathaniel Nye of Auburndale, 
Mass., contains a bequest of $500 for the library. Bequests in the 
wills of Mr. and Mrs. William H. Weston of Plymouth will result 
in the receipt of about $40,000. The bequest of Mrs. Weston must 
be used for the purchase of land and the erection of a building, 
and that of Mr. Weston may be used towards the same purposes 
or may be invested and the income used for maintenance.
S a u g u s . There was an increase in the home circulation of 1906. The 
usefulness of the library is hindered by a lack of room. The need 
of a reading room and a children’s room is apparent. The shelves 
are crowded, and many books are stored elsewhere. An exhibition 
of Indian relics found in Saugus was given in the fall of 1906, 
which stimulated the boys, and many additional specimens have 
been found by them. The exhibition is to be repeated. This, as 
a means of creating an interest in local history, is worthy of atten­
tion in many towns where collections may readily be made.
S e e k o n k . There was a large increase in the circulation of 1906, and 
a gift of $50 was received from a resident of the town who desired 
to be nameless.
S h a r o n . There has been a notable increase in the use of the library, 
especially among the children. In regard to the purchase of fiction, 
the trustees say: “ It seems desirable to exercise some restraint in 
the matter lest our shelves become filled with waste paper, to the 
crowding out of literature.” Of the open shelves they say: “ We 
all know the pleasure and interest we derive from free examina­
tion of books. — the system of open shelves. For this pleasure 
it is an unfair return to throw the books into confusion in replac­
ing, and, by so doing, prevent others from finding a desired vol-
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ume. Our closely arranged stacks undoubtedly make this ia it 
difficult but it is all the more necessary. -^ie 1
C. Estey, who was a teacher in the Henry L. 1 ieice school in 
Dorchester for many years; leaves the residue of her estale in luisl 
for the benefit of this library; one-half is to be known as the 
George S. Estey Fund, in memory of fhe father of the testatiix, 
and the other half as the Elizabeth B. Hinckley bund, in memoij 
of an aunt of the testatrix. The income of the latter fund is to 
be used in the purchase of the best works of fiction.
Shirley . Especial efforts are made to reach the foreign population 
of the town. The pupils of the public schools are assisted in every 
possible way, special privileges are given to tbe teachers, and the 
librarian is always at their service as far as possible.
Somerville. The circulation of 190(3 showed an increase of nearly 5 
per cent., and the use of fiction was slightly less than 70 per cent., 
— a smaller percentage than has been noted for several years. The 
distribution was made through six stations outside of the main 
library; books were furnished to eleven Sunday schools. The city 
has accepted the offer of Andrew Carnegie of $25,000 for the 
building of a branch library at West Somerville, and it has been 
decided to build on College Avenue, in a section of the city which 
has heretofore had a library service of three delivery stations. It 
is proposed to withdraw obsolete books from the general collec­
tion. The librarian says: “ These books should not be discarded, 
and I think, upon mature reflection, that they should not be se­
questered from the general view or the general access of the 
public. They should be put in ranges by themselves, open to 
general access; but these ranges should be plainly labeled ‘ Obsolete 
Books,’ and bear a placard stating that they have been withdrawn 
from the general stock of books because they are believed to be 
outdated, and consequently untrustworthy in the light of more 
recent knowledge.” A portion of the trustees’ report is of general 
interest, and is of value in its connection with the question of open 
shelves, which is of present moment. The report says: “ The sub­
ject of the loss of books in consequence of throwing open the 
library alcoves to the public has been given serious attention by 
the trustees. This system of free access has been in operation for 
five years, and has added greatly to the pleasure and profit of the 
users of the library; indeed, it has probably been the subject of 
more public commendation than any other policy inaugurated by 
the trustees. The children’s library, established in 1898, has 
always been open to its users, and the children have long been in 
the habit of consulting the shelves before deciding what books to 
select. Doubtless, both of these classes of borrowers would be 
most unwilling to relinquish the privileges which they have so 
long enjoyed, and tbe trustees themselves would be loath to take
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the long step backward which the revocation of these privileges 
would signify; but they cannot view with indifference the con­
siderable loss of books which this system entails. One hundred 
and seventy-two books disappeared from the children’s room dur­
ing the year 1905. Most of these are of small value, and their 
loss will not be greatly felt; besides, it is probable that many have 
been taken thoughtlessly by careless children; but the same exten­
uation cannot be granted to those who have removed some hun­
dreds of books from the shelves of the main stack rooms. These 
include works from every department, even several on theology 
being among the number. It is probable that this list of lost 
books will later be cut down from 25 to 50 per cent.; nevertheless, 
in spite of the warning that a citizen of Somerville has been im­
prisoned for a systematic- stealing of books, in spite of the vigi­
lance of the assistants at the turnstiles, and of the police officer of 
the building, and notwithstanding that the perforating stamp of 
the library renders the books abstracted ■worthless for the purpose 
of sale, — the fact still remains that some in the community are 
constantly pilfering from the shelves. The question is, shall the 
privileges of the many be revoked or curtailed because a few are 
unworthy of the confidence reposed in them? ”
S o u t h b r id g e . There was an increase in the home circulation of 1906. 
The reading room has been used more than ever before, and at 
times there are not enough seats for the readers. The study clubs 
come to the library for assistance in their courses; and the children 
of the schools come for help in their studies. The crowded con­
dition of the library makes it difficult to ' permit access to the 
popular shelves. Either the patrons at the shelves or those waiting 
at the desk are delayed and inconvenienced. The exhibitions of the 
Library Art Club have proved of much general interest.
S o u t h  H a d l e y . The new Carnegie building in the village o f  S o u th  
Hadley Falls has been completed, and was accepted by the trustees 
in August, 1907. It is of red brick, with sandstone trimmings, 
plastered gables and a slated roof. Its dimensions are 67 feet by 
53 feet, with a height of 36 feet, including a basement of 8 feet. 
It contains the usual rooms of a modern library building, with a 
stack of a capacity of about 6,800 volumes, which may be doubled 
by the addition of a second story, as planned. The town having 
failed to make an appropriation for the furnishing of the build­
ing, a friend, whose name is withheld, advanced about $2 ,000 , and 
the building was opened for public use on the afternoon of De­
cember 15. There w;as no public dedication or exercises connected 
with the opening.
S p e n c e r . Mrs. Nellie Cutter Belcher, who had been librarian for 
twenty-eight years, resigned in December, 1906, and has been suc: 
eeeded by Miss Alice W. Curtis, who was trained for library work 
at Mount Holyoke College. Additional shelf room has been made.
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New steel stacks have been put in place of the old wooden cases, 
a glass floor laid on top and the old cases placed above the floor. 
At the present rate of increase this will give sufficient shelf room 
for fifteen or twenty years. A larger reading room is desirable. 
Judge Albert. W. Curtis, who had been a trustee of the library 
for eighteen years, died March 20, 1907.
S p r i n g f i e l d . “ The past year [1906] has been one of increasing use­
fulness in all departments of the association. The Museum of 
Natural History is more and more resorted to both by our pupils 
in the public schools and by adults of scientific education and 
tastes. The Art Museum, which already has an international repu­
tation, is every day becoming more truly appreciated and enjoyed 
by our own citizens. Constantly increasing use of the library is 
being made by all classes of our people, as is shown by the rising 
statistics of circulation, and no less by the important work in the 
reference section, for which no figures are available.” The circu­
lation of the year showed an increase of 11 per cent. Besides the 
three branches, books were distributed to fifteen minor agencies 
and to two hundred and forty-one schoolrooms. Andrew Carnegie 
has increased his gift from $150,000 to $175,000, and plans have 
been elaborated for a new building, the erection of which will be 
begun in the spring of 1908. The successful architect in the com­
petition was Edward I;. Tilton of New York, and the building is 
estimated to cost about $300,000.
S t e r l in g . Pupils of the public schools who bring their work to the 
library are assisted by the librarian, and the high school scholars 
use the reference books freely. Teachers are allowed such books 
as they may require, and may keep them while in use, without 
renewal.
S t o n e h a a l  The attendance and use of the library in 1906 were 
larger than in any previous year in the history of the library. The 
open-stack system has become a fixed usage. The adult reading 
room has an increasing attendance of older and middle aged people, 
— men who read the daily papers.
S t o w . In the circulation for home use and the number of card holders 
there was a gratifying increase in 1906; especially was there a 
gain in the use of juvenile literature, by which the children are 
cultivating a taste for good reading, slowly, perhaps, but surely. 
A list of books for high school use has been prepared. Henry 
Gates, a trustee since the establishment of the library, died Dec. 
25, 1906.
S u n d e r l a n d . The librarian makes note of the value of indexes to 
periodical literature to small libraries. Poole’s abridged and the 
“ Readers’ Guide ” are in use here. These are found of value, 
not only as affording means of reference to the files which the 
library possesses, but as opening the whole range of periodical 
literature, to which any one may have access with little trouble.
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.Sw ansea . “ The library is constantly growing more valuable to the 
town, not only from the new books added to the shelves, but from 
the increasing number of townspeople who are becoming readers 
and thinkers.” The two-book system has been introduced. The 
weekly delivery at South Swansea has been discontinued for the 
present, and books are now delivered at three outlying villages. 
Teachers are allowed a number of books, and the pupils are 
assisted by the librarian, and encouraged in the use of reference 
books.
T aunton. There was a slight increase in the home circulation of 1906. 
An increase in the circulation of works of nonfiction is attributed 
“ largely to the demand for works of reference for home reading, 
for the works of science and for current periodicals.” The use 
of the reference library has increased, especially on the part of 
advanced pupils of the schools. Additions are printed monthly in 
the local newspapers. A graded list of books for the use of the 
schools is approaching completion. “ This work will be of much 
value in expediting the selection of books for home reading and in 
developing the more effective relations of the library with the 
school.”
T opsfield. Special facilities have been given to the pupils of the 
town schools for meeting their wants in connection with their 
studies, and the reference department has been extensively used 
by teachers and scholars. The shelving capacity of the room has 
reached its limit. A bequest of $500 for the benefit of this library 
is contained in the will of Sarah S. Edwards of Haverhill.
T yringham . A card catalogue is being prepared. An exhibit of photo­
graphs of the works of the old masters, loaned by the Woman’s 
Education Association, and one of New England birds have been 
very popular.
U xbridge. A small but healthy increase in the work of the library 
in the circulation of books, the use of the reference room and the 
reading room is reported. School libraries have been established 
at North Uxbridge and Wheelocksville, the success of which appears 
to justify their continuance. Active work with the schools has 
been continued, with good results. Talks have been given in 
schoolrooms to interest and instruct the pupils in books. A prize 
was offered to pupils in the seventh grade for the most correct 
and original letter upon a book in the list for that grade. The 
letters showed an intelligent knowledge of the books read. A 
reading club of girls in the freshman class of the high school has 
been formed, with the view of introducing real literature before 
tire popular novel should win its place; and classes from one of 
the grammar schools have been instructed in the use of catalogues 
and reference books. A bequest in the will of Ida A. Lapham of 
$500, for the use of the library, is reported.
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W ak e fie ld . The waiting list system of reserving books on request, 
with notification by mail, lias been continued and has been hugely 
used. The circulation at the Greenwood branch in 1906 was nearly 
double that of the preceding year, and it added over 25 pei cent, 
to the total circulation of the library. This branch was formerly 
kept in the teacher’s room in the schoolhouse, but during the pies- 
ent year a room in the basement of the same building lias been 
finished and well furnished for its exclusive use.
W ales. This library has, as yet, no room of its own, and is kept in 
the village store, but for a small library, it is said to be unusually 
well selected. A useful collection of one hundred volumes, with a 
handsome brass book-rack, has been presented in memory of Mr. 
and ^Mre. Dolliver Johnson, former residents of Wales. This col­
lection comprises books which relate directly to domestic life and 
others which tend to enlarge the interests and ideals of the home.
W a l p o l e . The employment of a  permanent assistant has done much 
to increase the effective power of the library. The special work 
of the children’s room lias been assigned to the assistant, and her 
systematic efforts to put the right books into the hands of the 
right children have produced gratifying results. List? of books 
in special classes have been made accessible, and attractive bulle­
tins of material relating to various days and seasons have been 
made. Lists of questions on historical events celebrated by holi­
days have given occasion for enthusiastic competition, and in­
creased the demand for books relating to the several events. The 
proportion of juvenile books circulated has been much larger than 
in previous years. A number of desirable books has been pre­
sented by Mrs. John Capen, and exhibitions of views furnished by 
the Woman’s Education Association have been given. The art 
photographs owned by the library have been used to a considerable 
extent, having been loaned for lectures on several occasions. To 
encourage the reading of books of a solid character, borrowers are 
not limited as to their number.
W a l t h a h . The home circulation of 1906 was less than in any year 
since 1901, but its quality was slightly improved, the loss being 
wholly in the department of fiction. Mrs. Mary E. Bill, who had 
been connected with the library for twenty-five years, and was its 
librarian for fourteen years, resigned early in the present year. 
The directors in July elected Harold T. Dougherty as her suc­
cessor. Mr. Dougherty was for a few years an assistant in the 
Cambridge Public Library, and since 1900 has been connected 
with the Library of Congress.
W a r e h a m . Mrs. Harriet P. Harlow, who had served faithfully as 
librarian for nearly ten years, resigned early in 1906, and has 
been succeeded by Miss Alexina P. Burgess. The library aims to 
supply all of the necessary supplementary reading in school work.
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A larger appropriation has made it possible to increase its use­
fulness.
W a t e r t o w n . There was a slight increase in the home circulation o f
1906. “ There has been a steady growth in the use of the library. 
This growth is probably greater in the use of the building and the 
reading rooms, with their collections of reference books and period­
icals and works of art, of which no exact record has been or can 
be taken, than in the number of persons who have taken out cards 
and who have taken out books for home use.” A bust of Keats, 
by Miss Annie Whitney, has been received by the library.
W a y la n d . A branch library and reading room has been established at 
Cochituate, the town having appropriated $1,000 for that purpose 
at its annual meeting.
W e l l e s l e y . The circulation of 1906 showed an increase of nearly 12 
per cent, over that of the preceding year, and an increase of 43 
per cent, since 1903. The trustees say: “ We deplore what seems 
to us the undue proportion of fiction which is read. The ever- 
increasing volume of such works and the demand for them is a 
growing problem for all library officials. Most of these novels 
are of—little value. To fill our shelves with these short-lived books 
seems unwise, and yet it would seem only fair that the best of 
them should be furnished to patrons who desire them. The trustees 
have endeavored to meet the difficulty by purchasing outright the 
best new fiction, and by supplementing this with books procured 
from parties who loan them to the library with the privilege of 
frequent exchange. To purchase all the new works of fiction which 
are asked for would involve a large expense, and would lead to a 
rapid accumulation of a mass of practically worthless books.”
W e n d e l l . Mrs. Mary E. White resigned as librarian in May and has 
been succeeded by Miss Marion E. Whitney. Books have been 
loaned to the public and Sunday schools in the center district. 
More room has become a necessity.
W e n i i a m . There is an increasing interest in the library among the 
young people of the town, and books suitable for their use have 
included nearly one-half of those purchased. A room in the town 
house, vacated by the grammar school, has been fitted with stacks 
and furniture, and the library was moved to it towards the close 
of the present year.
W e s t b o r o u g h . The new library building, a description of which was 
given in the report of last year, is nearing completion and will 
probably be ready for occupancy early in the spring. It was to 
cost, by the vote of the town, not over $28,000, but the character 
of the ground was found to be such that a farther expenditure of 
nearly $2 ,000  was necessary for excavating, refilling and obtaining 
a suitable foundation.
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W est B rookfield. Miss Florence A. Johnson, after a service of seven 
years, resigned in September, 1900, and was succeeded by Miss 
Mary P. Foster. The Newark system of charging has been 
adopted, with good results.
W estfield . Herbert W. Denio resigned as librarian early in 1907, 
and has been succeeded by George L. Lewis, who assumed the po­
sition in July. The branch at Mundale has been temporarily closed, 
and a deposit station has been established at Pochassic. The old 
library building has been sold for $3,500, and the sum received has 
been made a permanent fund, under the name of the Hiram Har­
rison Fund, the income of which is to be used in defraying expenses.
W estford. A valuable painting has been presented as a tribute to the 
memory of the late Prof. William E. Frost, a former chairman of 
the trustees. A modification of the Browne system of charging 
has been introduced.
W estm inster . The circulation of 1906 showed a gratifying increase 
of about 26 per cent. Additional stacks have been provided for 
the purpose of making accessible the State and government reports.
W eston. A bequest of $2,000 has been received by the will of Mrs. 
Abbie J. Stearns, the income of which is to be used for the purchase 
of books. In addition to his annual salary of $100 as a member 
of the board of selectmen, which he has given the library for 
seventeen years in succession, Francis Blake has given the val­
uable set of Sargent’s “ Silva of North America,” at a cost of 
$350. A number of sets of stereoscopic views have been purchased 
for use in the library, but they may be taken out at the discretion 
of the librarian.
W estport. Westport Public Library. This library has been given 
the use of a building formerly occupied by a primary school and 
additional shelf room is being furnished. A special school de­
livery has been maintained, and it is intended to place reference 
books and proper fiction in the schoolrooms. Exhibitions of photo­
graphs have been given from time to time.
Westport Point Library. This library has steadily, but slowly, 
increased the number of its volumes, its readers and its circulation.
W est Springfield . The home circulation of 1906 showed an increase 
of over 14 per cent. The trustees say: “ There has been some 
criticism because of the prominence of works of fiction; but one 
has only to inspect the shelves to realize that the reading public is 
provided with the best that the means at hand can command in 
poetry, history, essays, travels, religion and science.”
W est Stockbridge. The increasing interest in the library shown by 
the townspeople is gratifying to both librarian and trustees. A 
branch library has been opened in the grange hall at West Center, 
which serves many who are unable to get books in any other way.
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W e s t w o o d . There has been a constant increase in the home circula­
tion, and the library is becoming appreciated by the citizens as 
time goes on. The will of Howard Colburn of Westwood gives 
$2,000 to this library, to be known as the Colburn Library Fund, 
and its income to be used for the purchase of books.
W e y m o u t h . Fogg Library. Teachers of the public schools may take 
ten books and retain them for a month. Lists of books are fre­
quently sent to the several grades in the schools, and books on 
special subjects are placed on convenient shelves for the use of 
the pupils.
East Weymouth. It is reported that the will of Silas C. Dizer 
of Hingham, a native of East Weymouth, contains a bequest of 
$50,000 for the building of a library, to be known as the Silas C. 
Dizer Memorial.
Tufts Library. Students’ cards, on which ten books, for special 
study, may be taken, are given to any resident of the town. Many 
technical books are needed to meet the demands of students, me­
chanics and others, and there is a call for more vocal, instrumental 
and organ music. Three of the leading trustees of the library died 
in 1906.
W h a t e l y . An improved system of charging books has been intro­
duced, and there has been a steady increase in the number of 
borrowers.
W h i t m a n . The new town hall and library building was dedicated 
Dec. 10, 1907, with addresses by several clergymen and others and 
an original poem by Mrs. L. I. Greeley. It cost $150,000, and is 
located on South Avenue, in the center of the town. It is two 
stories in height, and is of brick and stone construction. In addi­
tion to the main hall and library department, it contains a banquet 
hall and the usual offices for civic administration.
W i l b r a h a m . After the removal to North Wilbraham, a s  noted in the 
report of last year, the old ledger system of charging was aban­
doned and the Browne system adopted. During the winter, Stod­
dard’s lecture pictures were exhibited by instalments, and time 
was taken to explain them to the children. This was so successful 
that the superintendent of schools has asked that it be repeated. 
A suitable place for a reading room is most needed.
W il l ia m s b u r g . The trustees of the Meekins Memorial Library were 
incorporated in April of the present year as the Meekins Library. 
The library is in a prosperous condition, and there has been an 
increase in its use. The teachers and pupils of the public schools 
use the library freely, and are allowed to retain books as long as 
they are needed.
Haydenville Public Library. This library, which receives town 
appropriations, reports that one-half of the circulation is taken
1908.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 44. 45
by the pupils of the schools in the village; nml it is hoped that the 
library may be made of more use, both to the schools and em­
ployees of the shops, in the early future.
W il l ia m s t o w n . Williamstown Public Library. The circulation of 
1906 was the largest during the last ten years, exceeding- that of the 
previous year by over 21 per cent. The trustees say: “ It should 
be borne in mind that this gain has been made in spite of the con­
stant increase in current literature and its distribution among the 
people through individual purchase and private clubs.”
W il m in g t o n . The library supplies to a considerable extent the literary 
needs of the townspeople. Books have been purchased to assist 
pupils in their school work.
W in c h e n d o n . The town has purchased a site for a library building, 
but at present no further action has been taken.
W inchester . There was a slight decrease in the circulation of 1906, 
apparently caused by the removal of a local industry. A room in 
the second story has been taken for a children’s room, which has 
relieved the reading and stack rooms of the confusion caused by 
the gathering of the children. The experiment of buying new 
fiction in sheets, and binding it in materials more durable than are 
used for trade stock, is proving a success.
W inthrop. There was a gain of nearly 6 per cent, in the circulation 
of 1906. The children’s room has been well patronized, but more 
space for books and for the children is needed to secure the best 
results in that department. Anniversaries of important events have 
been noticed by the exhibition of portraits and views, and of books 
relating to the subjects in' hand. The collection of relics and other 
matter of a local and historical nature increases each year from 
donations from residents and from people in other places.
W oburn. Woburn Public Library. John M. Harlow, M.D., who had 
been a trustee for many years, died May 13, 1907. His will con­
tains a bequest, which it is supposed will amount to about $35,000, 
to which the library will be entitled upon the decease of Mrs. 
Harlow. “ The income of this fund may be used to procure books 
and especially valuable standard works for the purchase of which 
the available funds of the library would not otherwise be sufficient; 
or it may be used to maintain courses of lectures upon such sub­
jects as will best promote the higher education of teachers and 
others interested in the subjects taught.”
Eunice Thompson Memorial Library. This library was opened 
to the public in February of the present year. The building, which 
was designed by J. Lawrence Berry of Boston, is treated in the 
English half-timbered style, with the underpinning and gables of 
local field stone, and the wood work with battens and plaster 
panels. The large gable windows and the casements give ample
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lighting to the interior, and the hooded porch is a pleasing en­
trance to the building. The exterior wood work is of cypress, old 
oak stained, which, with the light-colored plaster panels and the 
red roof, makes a pleasing building for a rustic and country land­
scape. In the interior there is a reading room on either side of 
the delivery hall, with facilities for thirty-two persons, and wall 
shelves with a capacity of about 2,000 volumes. Specially designed 
furniture in oak is provided, and the electric fixtures are in old 
hammered iron.
W orcester. A new department, the Arts Department, has been 
created, which will care for photographs, engravings and music, 
and will superintend the giving of exhibitions. An exhibition given 
during home week gave representations of men, buildings and 
views of Worcester in the past. A few weeks before the schools 
closed there were placed on the walls of the art room the pictures 
contained in a printed list prepared by the Worcester Public School 
Art League, and printed by the school committee, which enumerated 
pictures suitable for the decoration of schoolrooms. This exhibi­
tion accomplished its purpose in enabling children to make good 
selections for gifts to be left in schoolrooms at graduation. A 
useful catalogue of books in the children’s department, of 235 
pages, has recently been issued, which, besides an author-title 
index, contains a selected subject list for the use of teachers, and 
lists of magazines and reference books hi the children’s room. 
There are also short lists of graded books for home reading for 
the school grades of from five to nine inclusive, on the contents 
of which children are examined. The Newark charging system has 
been introduced into the circulating department, it having proved 
most satisfactory in the children’s department. Two new delivery 
stations have been established, there now being ten in operation. 
Under a misapprehension, these were rated as branches in former 
reports. Books are delivered and taken from these stations on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays.
Y arm outh . Free Social Library. This library is in better condition 
than ever before. “ The question of combining the interests of the 
public schools with those of the library has been solved by placing 
in the schools books that may be of help to the pupils and teachers. 
It has been found that children will read books in school that they 
would never take from the library, and by this means we can 
gradually assist in educating them to a higher class of reading.” 
The library is being opened for two hours on Sunday afternoons. 
The success or failure of the experiment will be proved by a 
longer trial.
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L ib r a r ie s  a id ed .
In addition to the large volume of correspondence and advice 
given during the year, the commission has materially aided 38 
of the smaller libraries.
E d u c a tio n  o f  L ib r a r ia n s .
Live librarians were aided in attending the Summer Library 
School of Simmons College. The ladies who had the benefit of 
this instruction had sufficient experience in library work to re­
ceive the largest amount of profit from it, and were very en­
thusiastic in their appreciation of the opportunity which had 
been offered them. This has thus far proved one of the most 
satisfactory results of the new law.
A id  in  C a t a lo g u in g .
The commission has used the limited means at its command 
to stimulate the towns to appreciate and carry on the library 
work. It has furnished the' necessary cards and catalogue 
cases in 5 towns in which the librarians and other interested 
persons have undertaken to make the simple catalogue needed. 
In two cases a special expert has been provided for a limited 
time, to give elementary instruction in the preparation of a 
catalogue.
D ic t io n a r ie s , E ncyclopaedias, e t c .
Dictionaries or encyclopaedias have been furnished to about 
20 towns, and are gratefully appreciated. The poor towns 
which can ill afford $15 a year appropriation for their libraries 
cannot purchase these expensive, indispensable books. In a few 
cases miscellaneous books of a popular and instructive character 
have been supplied where the necessity seemed urgent.
B ooks g iv e n .
About 1,000 volumes which have been given to the commis­
sion for the purpose have been distributed by the commission to 
19 libraries. The commission is grateful to receive gifts for 
this purpose. The amount of money expended by private in-
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dividuals who have been interested in the work of this commis­
sion will probably never be known. It is even doubtful whether 
the givers realize how large the amount has been. The great 
advantage which the smaller libraries have received from these 
gifts cannot be formulated in any statistics. The cheer, recrea­
tion and instruction which they have brought to the rural homes 
are among the treasures of the family fireside.
O t h e r  A id s .
The commission has acted as purchasing agent for some of 
the libraries whose means are limited, in order to insure the 
best books and the most of them for their money. It also fur­
nishes free borrowers’ cards when desired.
It will loan books to small libraries when desired for special 
use or study, and has answered a few calls of this nature during 
the year.
T h e  E x p e n d it u r e s  fo r  t h e  Y e a r .
The following statement shows, as required by law, the total 
amount expended by the commission for the year: —
Appropriation for aid to lib ra r ie s ,..........................................  12,000 00
Expended from this for instruction and cataloguing, . . $54 74
For books under the law of 1 8 9 0 , ..........................................  90 40
For books under the law of 1 9 0 0 , ........................................... 100 09
Catalogue cases and cards for 5 libraries, . . . .  109 72
Printing and p o s t a g e , ............................................................ 124 36
Preparation of statistics, . . . . . . . .  100 00
10,000 library c a r d s , ......................................................... 23 39
Typewriting, . . . . . . . . . .  8 50
Work on library map, . . . . . . . .  150 00
A. L. A. New book list, . . . . . . . .  156 24
Tuition expenses for five librarians at Simmons College, . 253 64
Dictionaries, encyclopsedias and other books for various 
libraries, . . . . . . . . . .  653 29
T o t a l , .............................................................................$1,824 37
Leaving a balance unexpended of . . . . .  175 63
$2,000 00
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Appropriation for expenses, . %
Paid from this for printing annual report, 
Printing, expressage and postage, .
S. S. Green, travelling expenses,
T o t a l , ...........................................
Leaving a balance unexpended of .
. $700 00
$185 28 
127 55 
54 91
. $367 74 
. 332 26
$700 00
A dvisory V is it o r s .
The board of advisory visitors referred to in the last report 
has been organized by Miss Katharine P. Coring, and the com­
mission has received about fifty reports from the visitors. These 
reports give information relative to the condition and needs of 
the libraries, and the visitors make suggestions upon which the 
commission has been able to give help in the places and in the 
manner in which it was most needed. The reports have been 
clear, graphic and concise, many of them models in style and 
manner. The library authorities most heartily welcome these 
visits, and receive much encouragement from them. I t is one 
of the indications of the library spirit in which the Common­
wealth should take pride that these ladies freely and gladly 
give their time and services, a service which salaried compensa­
tion could not command.
W om a n ’s E d u c a tio n  A s so c ia t io n .
Travelling Libraries.
The commission again gratefully acknowledges the aid of the 
Woman’s Education Association of Boston, especially in carry­
ing on the system of travelling libraries wherever they are 
needed in the Commonwealth. They now have 58 libraries, con­
taining 1,722 volumes, and have circulated during the year 
5,061 volumes in 56 towns and villages. The localities receiv­
ing the benefit of these libraries are as follows : —
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Aeushnet,
Alford,
Annisquam,
Assonet,
Bedford,
Bradford,
Ckilmark,
Colrain,
Concord,
Dana,
Duxbury,
East Freetown. 
Farley,
Florida,
Gosben,
Groveland,
Hancock,
Heatli,
Huntington,
Hyannis,
Knightville,
Lakeville,
Leverett,
Littleville,
Magnolia,
Medfield,
Middleton,
Miller’s Falls, 
Monroe Bridge, 
Monterey,
New Marlborough, 
North Chester, 
Oakham,
Orange,
Otis,
Oxford,
Paxton,
Pelham,
Petersham,
Plainfield,
Rowe,
Russell,
Rutland,
Sandisfield,
Somerset,
Swift River, 
Tyringham,
Wales,
Walpole,
Washington,
Wendell,
West Cummingfon, 
West Stockbridge, 
West Worthington, 
Whately, 
Wheelwright, 
Windsor.
Ten of these libraries are juvenile libraries, which are always 
popular, and 15 others are of a special character. One hundred 
and thirty-one exhibitions of pictures have been given by the 
association in 96 different places. The sets include romantic 
natural scenery, photographs of works of art, pictures of New 
England birds, and other subjects. All this work is very highly 
welcomed and appreciated by the libraries, especially in the 
smaller towns. Three members of the library committee of 
this association made the annual library trip to a number of the 
smaller libraries in the western portion of the State, detailed 
reports of which have been made to the commission.
The Library Art Club now has 102 members and its exhibits 
number 103; they have circulated 1,409 times during the year. 
Among the new exhibits are Japanese color prints, Whittier’s 
works, Boydell’s Shakespeare, Jamaica, southern coast of Eng­
land and the Eighteenth Century color prints. These exhibits 
have proved of great advantage to the libraries and have at­
tracted many visitors.
L ib r a r y  A rt C l u b .
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L ib r a r y  S t a t is t ic s .
Tlie carefully prepared library statistics which are appended 
to this report are worthy of careful study. It must constantly 
he borne in mind that these statistics deal only with our f r e e  
p u b l i c  libraries, — those which are free to circulate to every 
man, woman and child, — and do not include large association 
libraries, like the Boston Athenaeum and the college libraries, — 
the libraries of these omitted classes numbering over 2,000,000 
volumes.
In 1894-95 there were 3,139,637 bound volumes in our free 
public libraries; in 1900-01 there were 4,221,290 volumes, and 
in 1906-07 the number of volumes was 5,227,316. In 1894—95 
the circulation was 6,267,061; in 1900—01 it was 8,221,641, 
and in 1906-07 it was 9,381,809.
It is stated that the average free circulation of books for 
each 1,000 of the population of the State of New York is 1,855 
volumes, and in Wisconsin it is not far from 1,000 to 1,000, 
and it must be borne in mind that only half the libraries in­
cluded in the statistics of New York are free lending libraries.
In Massachusetts the free public libraries alone circulate 
3,127 volumes to every 1,000 of population, or 312%ooo vol­
umes to every man, woman and child in the State. The circula­
tion per individual in 1894—95 was 2a0%ooo and in 1900-01 it 
was 293%ooo, showing a healthy and steady growth.
Respectfully submitted,
C. B. TILLINGHAST,
ELIZABETH P. SOIIIER, 
SAMUEL SWETT GREEN, 
DELORAINE P. COREY,
MABEL SIMPKINS AGASSIZ,
Commissioners.

A p p e n d i x  I.
S T A T IS T IC S
OF
FREE PEBLIC LIBRARIES
MASSACHUSETTS,
1906-1907.

S ta t i s t i c s  o f  F r e e  P u b lic  L ib r a r ie s  o f M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1 9 0 6 - 1 9 0 7 .
C i t i e s  a n d  T o w n s .
A bing ton , .
A cton .
A cushnet, . 
A dam s,
A gaw am ,
A lford,
A m esbury , . 
A m herst,
North A mherst, 
A ndover.
A rlington . . 
A shburnham , 
A shby.
Ashfield,
A shland,
A thol,
A ttlebo rough ,
A uburn ,
A von,
A yer,
B arn s ta b le ,
Centerville,
Cotuit,
H yannis, .
Marston's Mills, 
Osterville,
B arre ,
B ecket,
B edford ,
B elchertow n,
B ellingham ,
B elm on t,
B erk ley ,
B erlin ,
P o p u la ­
tion ,
1905.
5 ,0 8 1
2 ,0 8 9
1 ,2 8 4
1 2 ,4 8 6
2 ,7 9 5
275
8 ,8 4 0
5 ,3 1 3
6 ,6 3 2
9 ,6 6 8
1,851
8 6 5
9 5 9
1 ,597
7 . 1 9 7
1 2 ,7 0 2
2 ,0 0 6
1,901
2 ,3 8 6
4 ,3 3 6
2 ,5 5 8
8 9 0
1 ,2 0 8
2 ,0 8 81,686
4 ,3 6 0
931
9 0 6
V alu a tio n ,
1 906 .
$ 2 ,6 7 6 ,0 5 1  
1 ,8 1 6 ,8 4 5
6 6 0 .9 2 0  
5 ,8 6 3 ,3 3 8
I ,  6 4 1 ,8 7 6
15 7 .9 2 1  
5 ,1 6 7 ,0 8 5  
3 ,6 2 8 ,2 1 7
5 ,9 4 2 ,1 6 2
1 0 ,3 4 0 ,4 9 0
9 1 4 ,9 7 0
4 9 0 ,9 9 5
5 8 8 ,3 2 1
1 ,0 5 5 ,6 0 4
4 ,2 1 9 ,5 6 7
I I ,  5 5 0 ,6 1 0
1 ,0 1 7 ,6 0 0
9 0 9 ,5 9 8
1 ,9 1 6 ,4 4 0
5 ,1 6 3 ,6 4 0
1 ,6 3 2 ,2 7 0
4 6 5 ,6 6 7
1 ,2 5 4 ,6 5 9
8 6 4 . 8 1 0
7 9 0 ,9 9 5
5 ,7 2 2 ,1 6 5
4 0 7 ,6 0 9
5 3 7 ,9 1 5
P r e s e n t  
N u m b e r  
o f B o u n d  
V o lu m e s .
8 ,9 7 5
9 ,6 3 6
1 ,783
1 3 ,2 6 8
4 ,9 6 3
905
1 2 ,5 0 0
10,000
2 ,5 0 0
1 8 ,0 9 2
2 1 ,2 9 1
4 ,8 5 5
3 ,8 0 0
5 ,9 8 7
6 ,4 9 6
8 ,0 5 0
10 ,632
2 ,8 8 3
3 ,0 3 9
9 ,8 8 0
1 5 ,4 0 4
1 ,700
4 ,2 8 7
2 ,6 0 0
8 0 0
4 .0 0 0  
1 0 ,0 3 4
2 ,0 3 5
8 ,2 7 2
9 .0 0 0  
2 ,0 8 3
1 3 ,6 1 9
1 ,555
2 ,1 4 5
B o o k s  
c i r ­
c u l a te d  
f o r  H o m e  
U se .
1 2 ,3 4 4  I 
7 ,0 5 0  
4 ,6 8 4  
3 6 ,3 4 1  
1 0 ,5 1 2  
3 6 6
3 3 ,7 5 3  I 
2 1 ,3 7 5  
2 ,6 2 6  
1 7 ,968  
4 5 ,2 5 3  
6 ,1 3 8  
3 ,0 6 9  6,000 
8 ,7 3 7  
2 8 ,304  
3 8 ,9 9 8  
2 ,0 9 2  
2 ,548  
11 ,641
5 ,6 0 0
3 .1 8 0
2 ,9 6 8
5 ,5 4 3
1,200
1 ,8 5 0
1 1 ,8 7 6
780
8 ,3 8 4
1 0 ,0 7 7
5 ,4 9 5
2 1 ,5 8 6
1 ,500
2 ,3 7 4
T o w n  
A p p r o p r ia ­
t io n  fo r  
L ib r a r y .
S I,000  00 
600 00 
250 00
3.500 00 
1 2 5  0 0
20 00
1 . 5 0 0  0 0
ISO  0 0  
1 10 0 0
3 .0 0 0  0 0  
100 00
200 00
1.000 00
8 0 0  0 0
5 ,0 0 0  0 0  
150 0 0  
3 0 0  00  
70 0  00
5 0 0  00  
2 5  0 0  
2 5 0  0 0
200 00 
2 ,5 0 0  0 0
18 3 6
D o g  T a x  
a p p r o ­
p r ia te d  to  
L ib r a r y .
I n c o m e  
f ro m  O th e r  
S o u rc e s .
E x p e n d e d
fo r
B o o k s  a n d  
P e r i ­
o d ic a ls .  I
P a id
fo r  S a la r ie s  
a n d
S e rv ic e s .
O th e r
E x p e n s e s .
$664 61 $ 1 1 7  8 4 $341 0 4 $ 2 0 8  0 0 $3 9  78
25 3  71 3 6 0  73 26 5  50 2 3 0  69
12 34 149 75 7 5  0 0 28 77
54 8  64  1 1 ,0 3 8  43 1 ,3 4 8  96 1 ,423  74
3 8 4  0 6 17 64 5 9 9  54 125 0 0 —
63 — 25  0 0 55
63 6  9 2 4 0 0  0 0 4 9 0  16 1 ,0 1 5  72 751 0 4
3 5 5  67 2 8 2  19 173 21 248 50
3 6  63 5 5  32 3 6  10 5 0  0 0 6 6  65
76 2  0 0 2 ,3 0 0  0 0 5 8 0  0 0 1 ,8 1 6  0 0 5 5 0  0 0
7 1 2  90 2 ,7 7 2  99 1 ,2 2 6  66 3 ,2 5 6  74 1 ,9 9 7  47
2 8 0  10 151 49 40 8  19 100 0 0 3 7  90
2 1 5  0 0 11 53 51 4 5 180 0 0 175 68
78  65 12 2  7 6 1 2 5  0 0 3 0  34
28 0 0 221 38 4 3 0  0 0 3 7 6  62
8 1 2  99 5 6  45 9 0 0  93 5 6 7  65 4 1 3  24
1 ,4 3 6  39 1 ,4 7 2  87 2 ,0 9 0  74
23 8  32 63 51 9 8  21 4 8  47
9 3  92 13 3  50 3 7 5  07
1 0 6  90 2 9 7  4 5 28 8  0 6 2 7 4  91
6 4 0  0 0 162 3 2 3 3 0  0 0 14 5  3 2
2 5 0  0 0 74 4 4 8 0  0 0 6 5  0 0
5 5 3  41 4 8  4 5 13 0  42 1 0 7  32
4 2 0  0 0 10 0  00 13 0  0 0 1 5 0  0 0
3 0  0 0 _ — 3 0  0 0
9 0 0  0 0 12 0  0 0 2 0 0  00 1 5 0  0 0
5 6 0  94 4 6 6  4 0 5 0 0  0 0 3 7  55
3 2  0 0 — 2 5  0 0 4 2  19
4 8 4  51 2 6 7  34 150 0 0 29 9  30
3 7 5  0 0 4 0 0  0 0 177 50 2 9 3  0 0 3 1 8  9 5
1 0 0  0 0 5 5  0 0 4 5  0 0
3 8 9  72 5 4  78 4 3 2  53 1 ,6 8 8  0 0 70 9  39
100 00 2 5  0 0 5 6  54 2 5  0 0 3 2  54
16 6  53 6 67 1 1 2  4 0 2 7  0 0 4 6  10
S ta t i s t ic s  o f F r e e  P u b l ic  L ib r a r ie s  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t ts ,  1 9 0 6 - 1 9 0 7  —  Continued.
C ities a n d  T o w n s .
B ern a rd s to n , 
B e v e r l y , . 
Billerica,
Talbot M ills, 
B lackstone, 
B land fo rd , . 
B olton ,
B o s t o n ,
B ourne,
B oxborough ,
B oxford ,
West Boxford, . 
B oylston ,
B ra in tree , . 
B rew ster, 
B ridgew ater, 
B rim field, . 
B r o c k t o n , 
B rookfield, . 
B rookline, . 
B uck land , . 
B u rling ton ,
C a m b r i d g e ,
C anton,
Carlisle,
C arver,
C harlem ont,
C harlton ,
C ha tham ,
C helm sford,
North Chelmsford, 
C h e l s e a ,
Cheshire ,
C hester,
P o p u la ­
tio n ,
1905.
V alua tion ,
1906.
P resen t 
N u m b er 
of B ou n d  
V olum es.
B ooks 
cir­
cu la ted  
fo r H om e 
U se.
T o w n  
A p p ro p ria ­
tio n  fo r 
L ib ra ry .
D og T a x  
a p p ro ­
p r ia te d  to  
L ib ra ry .
Incom e 
fro m  O th e r 
S ources.
E x p e n d ed
for
B ooks and  
P e r i­
odicals.
P a id
fo r Salaries 
and
Services.
7 6 9  i
1 5 ,2 2 3  I 
2 ,8 4 3
5 .7 8 6  
746 
762
5 9 5 ,3 8 0
1 .786  
324 
665
649
6 ,8 7 9
739
6 ,7 5 4
8 9 4
4 7 ,7 9 4
2 ,3 8 8
2 3 ,4 3 6
1 ,500
588
$ 4 1 4 ,7 6 0
2 3 ,2 2 4 ,9 2 5
2 ,1 9 4 ,0 2 6
2 ,2 5 7 ,2 6 0
4 3 5 ,7 5 4
4 8 9 ,3 5 8
1 ,1 7 6 ,2 6 3
4 6 3 ,7 6 8
5 ,0 3 9 ,6 6 6
5 6 0 ,1 3 5
3 ,2 1 9 ,5 0 5
3 9 7 ,6 3 5
3 5 ,1 6 8 ,1 4 0
1 ,2 2 1 ,4 9 7
9 3 ,2 8 2 ,3 0 0
6 9 9 ,3 2 1
5 9 0 ,0 6 2
1 ,2 8 9 ,7 0 5 ,8 8 7  
2 ,8 7 1 ,5 7 5  
2 3 8 ,6 1 5
$ 5 ,0 0 0  0 0
175 0 0  
200 00 
3 2 4 ,5 5 0  0 0
8,000
2 8 ,7 7 3
4 ,6 4 3
4 ,1 1 0
7 ,6 0 0
2 ,4 2 3
4 ,2 0 0
9 0 3 ,3 4 9
3 .0 0 0  
1 ,533  
2 ,5 0 0  
1 ,8 0 0  
5 ,8 8 3
1 4 ,0 0 0
7 .0 0 0  
14 ,121
6.000 
5 1 ,0 8 6  
1 5 ,7 1 4  
6 4 ,8 0 3
3 ,1 9 3
3 ,5 3 8
8 ,6 9 7
6 6 ,4 7 5
4 ,3 9 8
3 .0 7 7  
7 ,041  
2 ,0 4 7  
3 ,2 7 7
1 ,4 6 1 ,4 0 3
4 .0 0 0
1 .0 7 72.000
8 0 0
5 ,8 9 7
2 7 ,1 7 5
3 ,0 5 0
2 8 ,7 3 9
5 ,368
1 6 0 ,7 9 3
1 7 ,2 7 2
1 4 0 ,6 6 6
1 ,450
1 ,481
4 0 0  00  
5 0  0 0
5 2 3  29 
1,000 00 
75  0 0  
1 ,4 0 0  0 0  
150 0 0  
10,000 00 
8 5 0  0 0  
1 9 ,5 0 0  0 0
15 0  0 0
$ 4 6 5  47
5 3 6  37
211 00
33 0  0 0  
3 9  3 0  
7 5  0 0  
7 5  23 
156 80
2 2 3  73 
2 ,1 1 1  4 4
$82 1  50
511 53
18 99  
5  4 2
1 5 ,8 6 5  22  
25 0  0 0  
61
8 0  0 0  
3  0 0  
1 0 3  57  
9 5 8  57 
15  0 0  
3 7 5  0 0  
1 4 5  0 4  
551 08  
4 0 0  00  
1 ,6 7 0  10 
4 0  0 0  
25  70
$ 4 3 8  24
1 ,3 0 5  50  
91  16
11 7  25
7 20 
69  47
4 8 ,1 8 7  20  
159 25 
3 3  17 
9 0  40  
5 6  10 
2 3 9  8 9  
48 1  26
8 00 
4 7 5  0 0  
184 53
3 ,1 0 7  70
5 ,8 4 2  03  
4 0  0 0  
6 2  8 5
$ 150  0 0  
2 ,4 4 6  0 2  
159 56
2 8 6  00  
118 8 6  
195 4 0  
2 1 1 ,4 4 6  81 
2 2 5  00  
23  50
6 00 
3 8 5  74 
66 5  00  
7 5  0 0  
57 5  00  
132 00  
7 ,2 1 7  56  
4 8 0  00  
1 1 ,6 2 5  93
100 00
9 7 ,4 3 4
4 ,7 0 2
52 3
1 ,410
1,002
2 ,0 8 9
1 ,634
4 ,2 5 4
1 0 5 ,1 5 3 ,2 3 5
4 ,0 0 6 ,4 0 7
4 2 1 ,2 8 0
1,229,455
3 8 8 ,2 7 5
1 ,2 5 8 ,0 0 0
9 9 7 ,2 5 2
3 ,1 5 3 ,0 8 0
3 7 ,2 8 9
1,281
1 ,3 6 6
2 5 ,9 6 6 ,4 2 5
6 9 6 ,0 6 6
6 5 8 ,5 3 8
7 3 ,3 9 3 2 4 1 ,7 9 5 2 4 ,8 9 2 0 0
1 3 ,5 9 4 27 ,041 1 ,500 0 0
3 ,3 0 0 1 ,750 175 0 0
2 ,4 9 3 2 ,0 9 4
3 ,8 0 0 4 ,5  10 100 0 0
3 ,3 6 7 4 ,2 0 6 2 0 0 0 0
4 ,6 0 7 9 ,0 9 2 100 0 0
7 ,9 0 0 1 1 ,6 0 0 8 0 0 0 0
5 ,2 8 0 5 ,4 5 2 4 0 0 0 0
2 2 ,2 7 2 8 5 ,0 1 8 5 ,5 0 0 0 0
4 ,7 5 2 1 2 ,4 8 0 50 0 0
2 ,1 2 8 2 ,5 7 9 150 ()()
8 4  16 
127 75
172 28
8 5 5  42  
2 ,8 8 6  94  
4 2  10 
138 34  
194 69 
3 0  73 
8 8 8  67 
2 5  0 0  
3 7  35
12 0  4 2  
10 00
6 ,7 4 3  90 
8 9 6  61 
103 39
1 6 9  64 
1 0 6  70
170 8 5  
5 7  63
227 70 
2 1 8  03  
1 ,098  54 
2 3 4  4 6  
120 00
1 2 ,6 7 7  23 
1 ,2 6 0  4 6  
8 5  0 0  
75  0 0  
54  0 0  
52  0 0  
5 6 2  0 0  
2 4 0  0 0  
130 27  
2 ,5 2 9  3 0  
78 0 0  
4 0  0 0
O th er
E xpenses.
$145 67 
1 ,698 15 
27 6  37
9 9  09  
5 4  36  
29  82  
7 8 ,7 5 6  01 
42 6  81 
12 16 
9  00  
23  00  
146 99  
8 1 2  31 
7 00  
725 00  
159 76 
2 ,3 3 7  16
3 ,7 1 3  18
3 2  17
5 ,4 6 7  64 
715 99  
37  70 2 66 
1 75 
3  31 
5 3 2  35  
36 7  30  
67  29  
1 ,8 7 2  16 
31 24  
4 6  00
OxCi
S»D
FR
EE 
PU
B
LIC
 LIB
R
A
R
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C hesterfield , 
C h i c o p e e , . 
C hilm ark , . 
C la rksburg ,
C lin ton ,
C ohasset,
C olrain,
C oncord,
C onw ay, 
C um m ing ton ,
D alton ,
D ana,
D anvers,
D a rtm o u th ,
South Dartmouth, 
D edham ,
Deerfield, S o u t h ,
Pocumtuck Assocuu 
Dickinson Library, 
D ennis,
D igh ton ,
D ouglas,
D over,
First Parish, 
D racu t,
D udley ,
D u n stab le , . 
D u x b u ry , .
E a s t  B rid g ew a te r, 
E a s th a m , 
E a s th a m p to n ,
E a s t  L ongm eadow  
E a sto n , 
E d g a rto w n , 
E g re m o n t,
E nfie ld ,
E rv in g ,
E ssex ,
E v e r e t t ,
East Everett
563 3 0 2 ,3 2 0 -
2 0 ,1 9 1 1 0 ,2 9 7 ,1 9 0 2 4 ,0 0 0
322 2 6 2 ,2 0 4 1 ,5 8 5
1 ,2 0 0 2 5 5 ,2 9 3 180
1 3 ,1 0 5 7 ,9 4 8 ,0 2 2 3 2 ,0 0 0
2 ,7 2 7 6 ,6 9 8 ,1 7 4 1 0 ,4 3 6
1,780 0 2 5 ,8 9 0 2 ,1 8 5
5 ,421 5 ,6 7 9 ,3 2 5 3 5 ,7 9 9
1,340 6 6 3 ,0 6 6 7 ,0 0 0
740 3 1 0 ,9 7 7 8 ,0 0 0
3 ,1 2 2 3 ,1 9 7 ,7 1 6 8 ,1 3 2
76 3 3 5 9 ,9 2 0 1 ,513
9 ,0 6 3 5 ,5 6 9 ,4 3 5 2 3 ,7 3 4
3 ,7 9 3 3 ,2 8 5 ,6 5 0 1,517
— 4 ,5 0 0
7 ,7 7 4 1 1 ,5 0 8 ,5 4 2 2 6 ,0 9 4
2 ,1 1 2 1 ,5 3 4 ,8 4 1 2 ,1 0 0
n , _ — 1 7 ,0 0 0
_ — 1,000
1 ,998 1,208-,495 1 ,5 0 0
2 ,0 7 0 9 1 3 ,1 2 5 1 ,8 8 4
2 .1 2 0 1 ,1 8 7 ,8 3 0 6 ,0 0 0
6 3 6 1 ,0 4 0 ,1 2 6 3 ,421
— 1 ,0 0 0
3 ,5 3 7 2 ,1 8 1 ,1 8 3 3 ,0 8 0
3, S IS 1 ,4 8 7 ,6 8 3 3 ,5 9 5
4 1 2 2 8 3 ,7 0 1 2 ,9 2 4
2 ,0 2 8 1 ,9 9 2 ,6 4 3 4 ,6 0 0
3 ,1 6 9 1 ,6 9 3 ,0 5 5 6 ,0 0 0
51 9 3 4 1 ,9 2 0 2 ,5 7 5
6 ,8 0 8 3 ,9 4 4 ,1 9 5 1 2 ,0 0 0
1 ,327 6 4 2 ,1 5 5 2 ,3 0 2
4 ,9 0 9 4 ,9 1 8 ,9 0 0 1 7 ,0 2 9
1 ,1 7 5 8 5 0 ,0 4 5 2 ,2 2 5
721 4 5 9 ,0 8 5 1 ,2 4 6
97 3 6 9 3 ,1 9 0 —
1 ,0 9 4 8 7 3 ,5 1 2 2 ,4 0 0
1 ,790 1 ,0 6 2 ,3 6 1 3 ,6 0 0
2 9 ,1 1 1 2 3 ,0 0 6 ,7 0 0 1 9 ,2 8 0
— 7 ,0 0 0
4 0 ,3 4 8
70 0
75
4 0 ,6 2 5
1 5 ,3 6 8
3 ,5 8 0
3 1 ,2 9 4
5,591
90 0
1 0 ,8 3 0
678
4 5 ,7 4 4
1 .500  
3 ,3 0 8
3 5 ,4 9 2
5 ,1 2 9
2 ,8 9 4
1 .4 0 0  
3 ,311  
6 ,3 2 0  
4 ,4 0 7
5 .5 0 0  
5 ,3 1 6  
1 ,8 1 6  
6 ,7 6 6
1 4 ,0 0 0
2 ,7 2 5
3 1 ,1 8 5
4 ,7 9 4
15 ,971
4 ,4 0 5
1,000
8 ,8 4 0
1 .4 0 0  
5 ,3 0 0
5 7 ,5 8 1
2 9 ,8 6 2
2 5  0 0 54  70 3 0 5
3 ,0 0 0  0 0 7 0 0  00 * -
5 0  0 0 — 3 01
15  0 0 — —
5 ,2 0 0  0 0 — 3 7 1  14
1 ,9 0 0  0 0 — 2 ,2 2 9  51
2 3 0  0 0 — —
3 ,0 2 0  00 4 8 1  0 9 2 ,1 2 7  40
— 2 ,0 0 0  0 0
7 5  00 - —
50 0  0 0 321 00 29 8  00
150 0 0 — 16
8 0 0  00 — 1 ,1 1 2  66
25 0  00 — 5 0 0
25 0  0 0 — 2 5  00
4 ,0 0 0  0 0 - 3 3 8  8 0
2 5 0  0 0 - -
1 0 0  0 0 _ 3 5 0  0 0  j
— 1 0 0  0 0  !
10 0  0 0 1 0 0  0 0 3  56
4 0 0  0 0 3 0 0  0 0 4 2 5  0 0  |
2 0 0  0 0 2 4 4  6 6 114 7 6  1
5 0 0  0 0 _ 10 50
4 0 0  0 0 — 11 67
_ 101 0 0 3 4  43
5 0 0  0 0 - 5 9 3  50
8 0 0  0 0 _ 2 5 2  9 5
_ 6 0  0 0 6 3 6  0 0
1 ,3 0 0  0 0 - 1 ,0 9 2  0 0
3 0 0  0 0 — 15 0 0
— 2 ,9 1 8  91
4 0 0  0 0 — —
25 0 0 7 0  13 11 0 0
10 0  00 — -
9 0  0 0 — —
_ — 7 2 1  31
2 ,3 0 0  0 0 2 ,2 0 9  54 147 33
2 ,5 0 0  0 0
—
19 75
_ 1 SO
1 ,5 7 5 36 1 ,3 8 2 41
6 51 1 00
2 ,417 9 5 1 ,608 8 0
9 0 0 0 2 1,948 0 3
8 0 0 0 233 50
1 ,8 0 0 0 0 1 ,838 0 0
750 0 0
75 00
34 0 27 122 9 6
.50 00
8 4 9 30 21 5 90
26 00 76 0 0
182 .50 75 0 0
1 ,9 8 9 78 9 8 0 79
61 0 0 109 8 7
150 0 0 2 5 0 0 0
20 0 0 10 0 0
4 9 .50 16 75
3 2 5 0 0 25 0 0 ')
103 25 62 13
1 0 5 9 5 122 4 0
6 0 0 0 124 50
3 0 0 0 4 67
5 5 0 0 0 136 01
3 4 9 0 0 3 2 5 57
115 4 2 170 22
9 7 5 0 0 6 1 9 0 0
50 0 0 175 28
1 ,1 0 8 0 0 65 7 57
169 0 0 62 8 4
25 0 0 2 27
30 0 0 10 0 0
20 2 50 161 8 0
2 ,1 7 5 3 5 1 ,239 11
1 ,1 8 0 0 0 6 8 3 8 8
77 8 0
7 4 2  23
33  75
5 0 0
1 ,1 7 3  0 0
8 5 9  58
15 3  50
1 ,8 2 5  68
4 5 0  0 0
5 2 5  69100 00
8 4 7  4 6
1 5 0  00
2 5  00
1 ,2 8 3  55
13 0  9 0
5 0  0 0100 00
190 0 0
200 00
154 5 2
2 0 4  9 5
199 38
74 43
3 6 2  11
3 3 2  4 9
2 5 0  00
798 0 0
8 9  8 7
8 1 2  50
168 16
78  8 6
5 0  0 0
141 13
1 ,2 3 3  41
5 0 6  8 7
1908.] 
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Statistics of Free Public Libraries of Massachusetts, 1906-1907 — Continued.
C ities a n d  T o w n s .
P o p u la ­
tion ,
1905.
V alua tion ,
1906.
P re sen t 
N u m b er 
of B ound  
V olum es.
B ooks 
c ir­
cu la ted  
fo r H om e 
U se.
T ow n  
A p p ro p ria ­
tio n  fo r 
L ib ra ry .
D og T a x  
a p p ro ­
p ria te d  to  
L ib ra ry .
In co m e 
from  O th er 
Sources.
E x p e n d ed
for
B ooks an d  
P e ri­
odicals.
P a id
fo r Salaries 
a n d
Services.
O th er
E xpenses.
F a irh a v en , . . . . 4,235 82,805,470 17,846 46,275 88,000 00
F a l l R i v e r , 105,762 83,465,821 79,680 140,993 820,603 89 85,396 11 322 69 86,335 79 .812,444 05 87,542 S5
F alm o u th , . . . . 3,241 7,878,163 7,276 10,805 1,500 00 543 75 218 86 405 88 890 97 846 90West Falmouth, — — 2,255 1,160 200 00 — 200 10 23 75 96 00 263 27Wood's Hole, — — 2,000 950 — — 66 81 15 00 — 2 00
F i t c h b u r g , 33,021 25,794,168 48,000 73,880 5,500 00 2,028 33 863 98 2,187 19 4,289 49 1.915 63
i  lorida, . . . . 424 155,167 619 160 15 00 — _ _ 10 00 —
F oxborough, 3,364 2,111,871 — 16,732 450 00 _ 155 00 116 60 320 34 121 44
P ram ingham , 11,548 9,785,514 28,000 30,704 2,316 00 — 2,005 77 1,482 21 1,375 00 1,600 75
F ran k lin , . . . . 5,244 3.586,105 0.N10 10,654 1,000 00 — 250 00 390 00 600 00 51 00
F reetow n, . . . . 1,470 839,410 1,573 1,694 75 00 — 38 <0 80 00 — 30 00East Freetown, . - - 650 350 50 00 - 50 00 - -
G ardner, . . . . 12,012 6,717,823 11,000 25,813 _ 835 33 1,426 65 613 74 645 13 927 99
G ay H ead , . . . . 1 78 33,735 316 — — — — _  l _  l _  l
G eorgetow n, 1,840 995,584 10,000 10,323 — — 650 00 161 11 250 00 53 50
G i l l , ............................................... 1,023 413,405 2,200 1,500 171 71 48 68 4 61 149 03 50 00 —
G l o u c e s t e r , 26,011 21,690,842 18,472 52,619 — — 4,167 73 1,078 21 1,736 88 996 77Free City Library, — - 5,000 — - — - — — -
Magnolia., — — 5,530 1,600 — — 1,191 86 210 66 375 00 152 24Annisquam, — — 700 2,422 — — 145 50 73 68 — 6 30
G oshen, . . . . 277 164,010 1,247 1,200 — 54 65 2 33 40 59 15 60 12 05
G osnold, . . . . 161 352,616 675 400 15 00 6 00 — 20 00 — —
G rafton , . . . . 5,052 2,434,229 11,856 17,990 125 00 687 60 425 58 487 29 458 16 308 40
G ranby , . . . . 747 486,641 2,824 3,049 100 00 69 00 105 98 173 26 50 00 3 40
G ranville , . . . . 865 405,998 2,239 3,742 350 00 78 87 391 26 103 62 404 14 310 34
G reat B arring ton , 6,152 5,342,530 10,646 22,104 1,300 00 — 169 94 109 23 827 26 489 92
G reenfield, . . . . 0,156 6.835,119 17,925 48,300 2,500 00 298 45 294 53 1,117 42 1,330 OS 657 68
Library Association, . — — — — — — — — — —
G reenw ich, . . . . 475 277,260 2,005 1,571 100 00 — 89 48 I l l  78 42 50 4 83
G ro ton , . . . . 2,253 2,982,902 11,474 11,755 1,000 00 342 00 200 00 265 00 680 00 597 00
G roveland , . . . . 2,401 1,159,715 3,231 10,860 350 00 319 19 26 08 296 12 141 50 269 50
South Groveland, - - 4,000 5,200 - - - - - -
1,895 1,155,885 4,050 5,200 100 00 217 10 15 09 135 71 82 35 70 09
H alifax , . . . . 494 354,654 175 - - - 80 00 25 00 50 00 5 00
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H am ilto n , . 
H am p d e n , . 
H ancock , 
H an o v er, 
H anson , South, 
H anson , North, 
North Hanson, 
H ard w ick . .
Gilbertvillc, 
H a rv a rd , 
H arw ich , 
H atfie ld , 
H a v e r h i l l , 
H aw ley ,
H ea th , 
H ingham , 
Nantasket, 
H insdale , 
H olb rook , . 
H olden,
H olland ,
H olliston ,
H o l y o k e , .
H opedale.
H o p k in to n ,
H u b b a rd s to n ,
H udson ,
H ull. .
H u n tin g to n , 
H y d e  P a rk ,
Ipsw ich ,
K in g s to n , .
L akeville, 
L an cas te r, . 
L anesborough ,
L a w r e n c e ,
Lee, . 
L eicester, 
Greenville, 
Lenox,
1 ,646 3 ,1 2 8 ,5 8 0 4 ,2 1 7 5 ,3 8 3 4 0 0  0 0
561 3 6 3 ,8 0 9 1 ,944 3 ,0 3 5 100 00
43 4 2 8 2 ,5 8 5 1 ,420 1,972 50  0 0
2 ,1 7 6 1 ,3 8 6 ,9 4 5 5 ,5 6 2 6 ,2 0 7 4 5 0  0 0
1 ,490 1 ,0 8 4 ,9 1 1 2 ,0 5 0 2 ,4 9 6 1
r_ 1 ,096 5 ,9 4 9
_ 1,804 1 ,2 0 7 —
3 ,261 1 ,6 8 0 ,6 7 3 2 ,3 0 5 2 ,4 6 6 5 0  0 0
i .;,()() 3 ,0 1 8
1 ,077 1 ,1 2 2 ,4 4 4 5 ,0 0 0 5 ,3 6 0 1 5 0  0 0
2 ,291 1 ,1 8 5 ,8 2 5 1,161 7 ,1 0 5 150 0 0
1 ,779 1 ,4 5 3 ,9 8 8 7 ,0 0 0 2 ,5 5 0 3 0 0  0 0
3 7 ,8 3 0 2 7 ,4 1 8 ,5 6 4 8 5 ,0 0 0 1 5 6 ,3 8 4 1 0 ,7 8 2  84
4 4 8 1 5 6 ,3 8 3 1,552 5 6 0 15 0 0
35 6 1 6 0 ,9 5 1 1,814 1 ,900 3 5  0 0
4 ,8 1 9 4 ,5 2 9 ,8 7 4 1 0 ,5 0 0 1 8 ,4 9 5 —
_ 3 ,0 0 0 3 ,754 3 0 0  0 0
1,452 5 9 1 ,0 3 9 5 ,5 0 0 2 ,5 5 9
3 0 0  0 02 ,5 0 9 1 .2 8 7 ,1 4 4 6 ,8 0 0 1 3 ,5 7 6
2 ,6 4 0 1 ,4 6 3 ,2 1 4 5 .7 0 0 1,931 1 ,0 0 0  00
151 8 6 ,5 1 6 948 4 8 5 15  0 0
2 ,6 6 3 1 ,5 4 1 ,1 9 6 7 ,7 5 0 1 7 ,0 0 0 1 ,0 0 0  0 0
4 9 ,9 3 4 4 3 ,0 4 3 ,8 0 0 3 3 ,2 6 2 9 6 ,8 3 7 1 2 ,5 0 0  0 0
2 ,0 4 8 5 ,2 7 4 ,8 2 0 1 1 ,6 4 9 2 1 ,1 9 9 2 ,3 0 0  0 0
2 ,5 8 5 1 ,6 0 9 ,6 0 0 5 ,0 0 0 7 ,917 —
1 ,2 0 5 6 5 7 ,2 8 0 6 ,0 0 0 5 ,7 7 4 —
6 ,2 1 7 3 ,2 4 9 ,8 5 6 9 ,1 1 5 3 1 ,9 7 9 1 ,4 5 0  0 0
2 ,0 6 0 4 ,7 5 5 ,6 9 5 1 ,8 8 4 2 ,7 0 2 150 0 0
1,451 5 8 3 ,1 8 0 1,431 4 ,0 5 2 10 0  0 0
1 4 ,5 1 0 1 3 ,0 7 7 ,0 2 5 2 4 ,0 0 0 7 2 ,4 7 8 4 ,0 0 0  00
5 ,2 0 5 4 ,0 1 3 ,7 0 2 1 5 ,0 0 0 1 5 ,0 0 2 -
2 ,2 0 5 1 ,5 0 1 ,3 3 6 7 ,1 7 7 9 ,6 3 9 9 0 0  00
9 1 2 6 3 9 ,9 2 7 1 ,0 1 5 2 ,8 0 0 -
2 ,4 0 6 3 ,3 8 9 ,1 3 8 3 5 ,4 0 0 1 6 ,1 9 9 1 ,2 0 0  0 0
8 4 5 4 8 4 ,3 8 4 5 ,0 0 0 3 ,9 0 0 5 0  0 0
7 0 ,0 5 0 5 1 ,0 4 4 ,9 3 4 5 8 ,0 9 5 110 ,9 9 1 1 3 ,5 0 0  0 0
3 ,9 7 2 1 ,9 7 7 ,7 3 9 6 ,5 5 4 1 1 ,8 9 4 7 5 0  0 0
3 ,4 1 4 2 ,1 9 2 ,1 6 5 1 1 ,5 3 8 1 1 ,5 0 2 1 ,2 0 0  00
_ 5 3 4 1 ,7 9 5 —
3 ,0 5 8 4 ,9 7 0 ,2 3 0 1 8 ,1 3 8 2 1 ,1 8 0
■ 150 )0 10 0 10 ! 100 00_ 4 5 )0 30 10 25 10
62 78 1 11 )0 8 5 )0 26 10 5 20
2 0 0 0 0 269 10 3 2 9 25 | 27 4 5
221 79 2 3 5 3 5 100 0 0 33 0 0
2 4 9 98 35 9 6 66 75 103 25_ 759 8 4 53 6 68 2 0 0 0 0 109 79
150 0 0 150 1)0
724 0 0 25 3 5,8 501 48 3 5 5 27
3 2 5 0 0 9 2 33 8 7 75 2 2 6 9 4
219 0 0 81 0 0
2,431 27 7 ,8 2 4 21 4 ,4 3 6 9 6 1 5 ,3 8 3 24 5 1 5
3
0 0
0 0
70 0 0 5 3 50 3 5 0 0 15 28
1 ,655 26 255 43 60 0 0 0 8 6 3 44
191 63 121 12 134 50 180 0 5
158 23 178 23 100 0 0 102 69
275 0 0 350 00 500 0 0 3 0 0 00 125 0 0
21 3 35 333 34 45 3 31
16 74 12 0 0 60
87 25 0 0 3 0 7 56 191 0 0 227 8 4
5 2 6 0 0 2 ,7 9 4 52 5 ,7 3 8 90 2 ,6 6 6 44
196 01 20 9 58 681 71 1 ,0 6 0 34 9 6 3 54
• 498 54 187 07 190 49 321 79
299 99 130 28 3 1 6 69 8 3 0 0 22 77
33 3 33 46 4 68 701 55 61 6 8 6
211 32 193 58 125 6 5 41 73
3 9 31 71 213 01 30 0 0 42 0 0
1,131 93 1 ,1 6 0 42 2 ,0 7 6 66 1 ,894 8 6
2 ,3 6 8 88 4 2 2 31 1 ,1 9 6 50 601 92
543 0 0 615 0 0 5 3 0 0 0 277 0 0
2 5 6 49 8 0 137 29 125 0 0 199
-
4 8 7 58 621 99 1 ,427 76 6 8 2 50 31
60 0 0 15 0 0 4 5 0 0 50 0 0 15 0 0
1 6 0 3 66 1 ,4 3 6 63 I 3 ,5 2 6 24 1 7 ,7 1 0 81 7 ,1 2 4 76
15 68 20 42 8 49 4 2 0 0 0 98 10
182 98 4 1 3 4 2 44 9 0 6 520 50
70 0 0 — 50 0 0 26 0 0
33 9 73 2 ,5 9 8 50 9 6 7 63 741 17 1 ,266 4 6
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C ities a n d  T o w n s .
P o p u la ­
tion ,
1905.
V alua tion ,
1906.
P re se n t 
N u m b er 
of B ound  
V olum es.
B ooks 
cir­
cu la ted  
fo r  H om e 
Use.
T ow n  
A p p ro p ria ­
tio n  fo r 
L ib ra ry .
D og T a x  
a p p ro ­
p ria te d  to  
L ib ra ry .
Incom e 
from  O th er 
Sources.
E x p e n d e d
fo r
B ooks a n d  
P e r i­
odicals.
P a id
fo r S ala ries 
a n d
S ervices.
O th er
E x p en ses.
L eom inste r, 14,297 89,706,910 22,950 38,538 $1,950 00 $1,315 86 $483 11 $546 74 $1,800 99 $1,401 24
L e v e re tt , . . . . 703 334,251 1,500 758 54 00 46 00 2 20 70 24 15 00 5 27North Leverett, . — — 827 415 50 00 — 5 00 35 00 15 00 1 00
L ex ing ton , . . . . 4,530 6,125,ISO 22,884 37,663 1,900 43 824 94 2,232 35 900 78 1,900 43 1,285 92
L eyden, 408 198,321 1,832 832 35 00 — 50 _ 18 20 5 00
L incoln , . . . . 1,122 2,809,915 8,378 6,344 500 00 340 09 686 85 462 17 513 00 247 57
L ittle to n , . . . . 1,219 997,127 10,290 7,661 660 00 — 394 58 223 39 780 72 171 19
Longm eadow , 964 1,039,122 3,850 8,000 150 00 157 00 17 00 294 00 35 00 11 00L o w e l l , . . . . 94,889 74,288,565 73,023 113.035 12,500 00 _ 4,680 68 3,727 93 9,533 23 3,919 52
L udlow , . . . . 3,881 3,027,682 4,500 7,000 75 00 — 440 77 186 16 247 00 82 61
L unenbu rg , 1,293 1,022,658 5,837 7,314 — 305 21 65 30 249 26 68 50 79 24L y n n , . . . . 77,042 62,829,252 74,049 205,123 16,000 00 3,081 46 1,029 61 4,584 79 10,919 09 4,607 19
L ynnfield , . . . . 797 740,136 2,510 3,146 - 139 87 139 10 108 39 101 50 59 46
M a l d e n , . . . . 38,037 32,988,750 54,000 136,566 5,000 00 2,275 74 15,044 78 4,621 19 6,898 06 4,645 12
M anchester, 2,618 11.360,627 12,960 18,644 1,475 00 278 18 — 417 90 809 50 357 25
M ansfield, . 4,245 2,631,343 4,300 9,287 700 00 — 21 41 217 38 458 80 126 88
M arblehead, 7,209 7,357,790 17,911 23,504 500 00 382 96 1,030 83 499 51 786 20 219 83
M arion, 1,029 1.631,000 5,732 7,147 — — 600 00 200 00 200 00 150 00
M a r l b o r o u g h , 14,073 9,803,330 21,100 41,890 2,800 00 1,258 29 221 13 1,005 20 1,854 00 1,420 22Robin Hill, — — — — _ — — — — —
M arshfield, . . . . 1,763 1,716,200 3,840 6,673 300 00 — 23 65 177 24 207 50 168 82Marshfield Hills, — — 1,472 1,913 _ — 100 00 — 30 00 70 00
M ashpee, 317 195,610 1,130 416 40 00 — — 7 00 13 00 —
M attap o ise tt, 1.180 1.550,539 5,315 10,600 1,000 00 258 11 85 02 325 36 382 40 534 59
M aynard , 5,811 3,606,849 4,685 15,000 300 00 301 91 182 37 244 38 175 58 244 60
M edfield, . . . . 3,314 1,548,050 5,086 7,026 — 281 86 211 00 306 00 264 00 33 00
M e d f o r d , . . . . 19,686 21,756,800 31,473 95,718 7,000 00 2,165 20 120 38 2,076 44 5,139 00 2,070 09
M edw ay, West, 2,650 1,337,870 3,618 9,169 50 00 300 00 — 146 36 61 00 163 71
Medway Village, — — 5,000 5,909 12 50 — 87 50 — — —
M e l r o s e , . . . . 14,295 15,477,880 16,964 62,850 3,575 00 1,300 00 — 1,650 00 2,175 00 1,050 00
M endon, . . . . 922 624,320 5,300 4,310 250 00 — 55 29 80 11 119 20 86 71
M errim ac, . . . . 1,884 1.208,685 5,200 7,648 375 00 — 17 90 104 03 171 32 95 11
M ethuen , . . . . 8,676 5,217,411 17,956 24,429 — — 3,000 00 1,500 00 1,500 00 —
M idd lebo rough , 6,888 4,350,461 12,360 48,152 400 00 1,118 99 2,516 14 1,544 93 1,216 39 886 51
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[Jan.
M iddlefielil, 399 189,585 1.651 1,050
M idd le ton . . . . . 1,068 734,590 6,189 5,561
M ilford .............................................. 1 2 ,1  or, 6,526,774 15,805 31,732
M illburv , . . . . 4,631 2,291,295 8,485 18,008
Millis, . . . . 1,252 741,555 3,800 3,600
M ilton, . . . . 7,054 22,222,040 17,386 60,329
M onroe, . . . . 269 155,285 1,115 275
4,344 1,714,316 10,022 11,811
M ontague , . . . .  
Turner's Falls,
7,015 4,078,635 7,306 13,891
— — 6,006 20,043
444 290,099 1,600 1,836
M ontgom ery , 259 146,979 768 600
M ount W ash ing ton , 87 82,012 —
922 5,593,226 16,589 12,137
2,930 3,249,386 13,953 21,744
9,609 6,634,850 21,644 43,089
✓ — — 6,366 3,000
4,284 4,504,572 10,575 20,165
100 52,315 620 390
74,362 66,202,931 100,000 116,778
New B ra in tree , 477 399,720 2 .2 :1s 1,271
1,480 1,245,973 — —
N e w b u r y p o r t , 14,675 11,159,621 43,825 53,788
New M arlborough,
New Marlborough Village
1,209 609,460 731 800
Library, — — 1,000 350
Southfield, — — 612 422
672 321,510 3,000 2,500
N e w t o n , . . . . 36,827 65,967,040 68,529 167,739
1,089 707,581 1,500 2,242
N o r t h  A d a m s , 22,150 14,662,159 27,189 100,928
N o rth  A ndover, . 4,614 4,558,509 11,611 12,551
N orth  A ttlebo rough , 7,878 4,931,033 7,676 28,950
N o rth  B rookfield, 2,617 1,630,817 7,114 12,356
N o rth  R ead ing , . 903 669,769 5,437 6,948
N o r t h a m p t o n , 19,957 12,804,015 35,164 43,530
Forbes Library, _ — 108,000 75,000
N orthbo rough , 1,947 1,344,980 11,500 10,236
N orthb ridge , 7,400 3.907,058 7,448 10,314
N orth fie ld , . . . . 2,017 1,203,794 5,888 11,290
N o rton . . . . . 2,079 1,011,550 6,368 9,563
N orw ell, . . . . 1,534 827,483 4,200 4,154
N orw ood, . . . . 6,731 5,640,530 11,601 34,520
_ 56 75 20 00 56 75 20 00 -  ZO_ 873 48 134 91 224 00 354 75 0
600 00 342 34 226 54 813 64 560 00 332 36 co
530 10 — 125 00 255 60 •
_ 289 00 12 50 70 86 92 50 57 41 1— 1
8,700  00 1,223 86 3,585 53 2,045 03 5,502 50 4,015  42
— 17 89 — — — 5 00
300 00 — 2,011 96 421 08 512 00 536 43
840  00 100 72 82 55 461 01 266 10 233 54
1,250 00 100 73 325 00 242 00 722 45 724 94
50 00 — — 1 25 15 00 10 00
15 00 28 00 — 4 90 7 80
15 00 - — ri ~ -  E 1—
1,800 00 - - 1,173 99 558 00 68 01 X
2,128 72 ^1,000 00 — 1,390 67 512 13 1,204 25
2,350 00 1,195 69 800  00 750 00 2,169 48 2,331 25 ^
— — 700 00 52 05 271 85 168 88 ^
1,300 00 739 55 63 83 1,253 63 602 00 247 75 M
10 00 22 00 — 10 00 10 00
5,024 71 C13,000 00 1,764 98 4,983 81 3,358 8 2 10,801 33
100 00 - 19 58 73 00 35 00 11 58 X
2,000 00 531 00 5,243 00 2,456 00 3,435 00
l 0
 
1 
>000
25 00 - - 20 00 5 00
_ K
_ _ 8 70 8 50 6 10
40 00 - 40 00 15 00 15 00 5  0 0  H
18,020 00 — 2,426 48 3,703 36 8,855 69 7,048 13 1
125 00 — — 76 00 46 89 lb6,000 00 — 249 57 1,636 23 3,010 74 1,636 87
1,200 00 557 12 22 85 725 27 496 80 570 59 2 ;
3 ,000 00 — — 850 00 900 00 1,350 00 C
1,000 00 — 38 00 325 53 462 00 305 21
_ 50 00 165 00 124 71 52 00 33 17 ^  
1,485 58 T2,000 00 — 2,660 00 532 55 2,030 25
5,000 00 — 20,000 00 12,500 00 9,000 00 3,500 00
250 00 337 03 542 81 352 49 390 00 995 87
750 00 _ 245 61 237 00 150 00 308 23
800 00 — 24 34 342 08 300 00 167 21
500 00 — 200 00 193 57 250 00 329 01
_ — 500 00 175 00 175 00 150 00
3,000  00 626 09 96 11 855 27 1,752 12 1,114 81
1 H a s  fu ll p riv ileges in  th e  N e w b u ry p o rt lib ra ry .
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C ities a n d  T o w n s .
O a k  B lu ffs, 
O a k h a m ,
O ra n g e ,
O rle a n s ,
O tis ,
O x fo rd ,
P a lm e r ,
P a x to n ,
P e a b o d y ,
Eben Dale Sutlo\ 
P e lh a m ,
P e m b ro k e .
Bryantville, 
P e p p e re l l ,
P e r u ,  .
P e te r s h a m , 
P h il l ip s to n , 
P ittsfield, 
P la in f ie ld , 
P la in v ille , 
P ly m o u th ,
North Plymouth 
P ly m p to n ,  . 
P re s c o tt ,  
P r in c e to n ,  . 
P ro v in c e to w n .
Q u i n c y ,
R a n d o lp h ,  
R a y n h a m , 
R e a d in g , 
R e h o b o  th ,  
R e v e re ,
n Library,
Popula­
tion ,
1905.
V alua tion ,
1906.
P re se n t 
N u m b er 
of B ound  
V olum es.
B ooks 
c ir­
c u la ted  
fo r H om e 
U se.
T ow n  
A p p ro p r ia ­
tio n  fo r  
L ib ra ry .
D og T a x  
a p p ro ­
p r ia te d  to  
L ib ra ry .
In co m e  
fro m  O th e r  
S ources.
E x p e n d ed
for
B ooks an d  
P e r i­
odicals.
1,138 81,774,450 2,600 5,000 $250 00 $100 00 863 70519 344,767 1,390 1,725 50 00 _ 17 89 29 605,578 3,469,298 9,000 25,129 600 00 $253 67 174 93 455 281,052 599,571 4,690 8,539 200 00 197 80 178 43534 229,158 950 250 _ 15 00 — —
2,927 1,611,820 8,500 13,612 600 00 481 00 - 374 32
7,755 3,616,118 7,311 16,116 1,000 00 _ 233 00 224 43
444 345,100 2,500 1,739 — 83 54 8 00 29 21
13,098 9,137,949 41,947 34,527 _ — 8,370 34 1.062 86— — 4,006 _ — 1,606 66 380 49
460 197,680 1,199 560 20 00 _ 16 55 17 54
1,261 925,435 2,236 2,833 — 121 25 28 69 72 85
— — 1,925 3,309 — — — 113 72
3,268 2,236,960 15,817 11,372 495 00 567 98 1,479 01 396 51
268 126,168 732 200 15 00 — — 4 00
855 701,636 9,000 7,000 150 00 — 595 46 108 09
442 271,413 6,000 2,271 — 52 00 351 83 240 44
25,001 18,946,608 51,863 77,433 8,500  00 — 1,000 00 2,117 92
382 178,467 1,483 1,106 50 00 — 3 89 14 00
1,300 689,002 400 — 25 00 — 75 00 —
11,119 9,800,938 15,871 26,406 1,500 00 — 470 23 453 62
— 6,000 14,113 — — 2,000 00 600 00
514 324,237 1,809 2,256 100 00 25 00 10 45 44 29
322 181,024 2,043 1,187 25 00 46 64 1 20 47 16
907 1,020,468 6,105 5,070 165 00 — 260 00 222 88
4,362 1,905,400 10,039 15,302 400 00 200 00 424 71 330 30
28,076 26,787,085 26,000 76,042 6,500 00 - 1,462 54 1,442 44
4,034 1,999,750 21,097 19,458 _ - 2,773 29 563 36
727,687 1,600 1,700 — 133 91 1 00 91 90
5Ì682 4,818,545 10,759 17,485 900 00 658 94 70 11 484 81
1,991 765,902 1,800 600 — — —
12,659 13,051,800 15,000 50,041 2,800 00 - —
, P a id  
fo r Salaries 
an d
Services.
$75 00 
50 00 
416 S7 
125 00 
10 00 
300 00
447 00 
25 00 
2,755 00 
325 00 
13 00 
25 00 
102 80 
894 00 
6 00 
350 00 
52 00 
6,598 36 
13 00
964 00 
1 000 00 
52 00 
15 00 
130 00 
369 00
3,313 34
875 00 
25 00 
364 00 
25 00 
1,580 OO
O ther
E xpenses.
«379 00 
1 80 
65 77 
72 98 1 00 
406 78
466 07 
44 85 
1.832 53 
433 25 
4 35 
15 74 
9 51 
976 33
34 
192 79
82 93 
783 72 
26 89
532 78 
400 00 
13 42
35
300 49
2,093 37
719 93 
9 69 
872 17 
9 98 
377 45
hrj
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R ich m o n d , . 
R ochester, . 
R o ck lan d , . 
R o ck p o rt, .
Pigeon Cove, 
Row e,
R ow ley, 
R oyals to n , . 
Itnssell, 
R u tlan d ,
001
1,181
6,287
4,447
533
1,388
003
1,053
1 . 7 1 3
Sa l e m ,
S alisbu ry , . 
S and isheld , 
S andw ich , . 
S augus,
S avoy,
S c itu a te ,North Scituate, 
Seekonk,
S haron ,
Sheffield, 
S helbu rne , . Shelburne Falls
S herbo rn , . 
S hirley , 
S hrew sbury , 
S h u tesb u ry , 
Som erset, 
So m e r v i l l e , 
S o u th  H ad ley , 
South Hadley h 
S o u th am p to n , 
S o u thbo rough , 
S ou th b rid g e , 
S o u thw ick , . 
S pencer, 
S p r i n g f i e l d, 
S terling , 
S tockb ridge , 
S to n eh a m , . 
S to u g h to n , . 
S tow ,
S tu rb rid g e , .
alls.
37,027
1,622
657
1,433
6,253
549
2,597
1,917
2,085
1,782
1,515
1,379 
1,692 
1,866 
374 
2,294 
69,272 
5,054
927
1,931
11,000
1,048
7,121
73,540
1,3152,022
6,332
5,959
1,027
1,974
339,089 1,937 1,034 245 00 _ 175 00 1 50 00 1 20 00
598,630 2,789 3,076 250 00 — 75 00 186 45 64 00 ! 13 73
3,523,598 11,171 25,676 1,500 00 758 72 781 12 963 00 I 514 60
3,063,834 5,810 32,000 1,000 00 368 87 308 98 1 609 34 | 442 70
1,500 3,000 150 00 15 00 35 00 120 00 10 00
171,208 2,167 2,215 50 00 40 00 40 00 40 00 1 10 00
734,693 3,500 5,352 50 00 156 77 32 00 107 44 | 75 00 81 33
w.i.rm 2,839 3,896 100 00 58 04 80 14 30 00 35 00
639,526 2,013 2,890 150 00 33 18 4 65 28 00 67 50 55 76
717,829 3,000 3,293 129 23 18 14 1 35 118 00 24 53
30,607,900 48,276 94,079 10,000 00 5,520 31 2,984 75 5,568 81 3,084 70
810,205 1,891 4,055 100 00 225 45 123 79
311,398 1,050 — 30 00 10 00 20 00
980,225 2,708 8,035 275 00 68 90 74 47 137 50 175 12
4,739,451 9,031 27,675 800 00 597 00 620 00 594 00 183 00
178,560 — — 15 00
3,993,671 2,700 21,320 250 00 50 00 150 on 75 00
— 3,000 2,585 250 00 122 00 72 00 148 00 74 00
1,084,475 1,906 687 100 00 1 88 69 86 26 00 4 50
2,351,295 6,358 11,175 389 85 101 12 245 38 250 00 46 55
928,265 2,250 2,496 100 00 70 43 20 84 74 69 45 38 5 70
1,014,914 3,332 2,965 300 00 105 35 256 45 60 00 5 96
— 10,000 12,789 450 00 274 65 301 32 150 00 261 00
1,310,941 6,331 3,000 75 00 154 72 41 67 159 46 80 00 31 50
968,648 3,900 7,144 250 00 248 15 4 00 183 00 170 07 149 00
1,425,409 6,950 7,822 405 67 1,051 64 255 53 475 70 526 08
220,614 1,470 765 25 00 3 50 25 00
1,177,790 1,667 7,107 250 00 13 46 111 01 78 80 36 87
60,275,660 75,720 410,538 14,500 00 4,376 00 1,056 34 6,362 04 9,547 87 4,022 43
2,553,779 5,800 8,439 500 00 326 86 145 00 bo
— 3,660 12,660 1,000 00 390 58 221 34 395 60 236 74
492,772 3,860 500 100 00 132 82 15 34 80 51 70 60 79 05
1,515,704 8,900 5,753 201 62 283 82 179 12 165 70
5,066,303 20,825 31,174 1,700 00 935 35 271 10 1,007 15 1,259 4b 531 25
634,220 2,100 2,050 200 00 7 00 100 00 75 00 25 00
3,521,150 11,992 14,514 5,368 77 435 00 657 46 216 05
86,505,181 152,345 425,063 36,000 00 4,525 39 11,126 04 9,374 55 18,936 78 6,208 15
960,900 8,000 6,488 50 00 151 51 355 65 282 92 131 50 35 57
3,515,667 9,500 11,778 900 00 253 44 439 06 281 05 699 98 489 75
4,853,830 11,154 28,243 1,765 38 519 15 105 00 635 34 900 43 798 32
3,414,548 10,676 28,160 60C 00 803 17 1,09C 00 958 98 860 00 655 00
856,122 5,000 4,500 50C 00 — — 175 00 225 00
964,145 7,580 7,986 100 00 518 00 248 52 219 00 50 48
1908.] 
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S ta t i s t ic s  o f  F ree  P u b l ic  L ib r a r ie s  o f M a s s a c h u s e tts , 1 9 0 6 - 1 9 0 7  — Concluded.
Gì>
C i t i e s  a n d  T o w n s .
P o p u la ­
tion ,
1 9 0 5 .
V alua tion ,
1 9 0 6 .
P resen t 
N u m b er 
of B ound  
V olum es.
B ooks 
c ir­
cu la ted  
fo r H om e 
U se.
T ow n 
A p p ro p ria ­
tio n  fo r 
L ib ra ry .
D og T a x  
a p p ro ­
p ria te d  to  
L ib ra ry .
Incom e 
from  O th er 
Sources.
E x p e n d ed
for
B ooks an d  
P e r i­
odicals.
P a id
fo r S alaries 
a n d
Services.
O ther
E xpenses.
1 , 1 5 9 8 1 , 2 3 2 , 0 7 4 1 2 , 5 3 3 6 , 0 0 0 $ 1 0 0  0 0 _ $ 8 0 0  0 0 $ 1 7 4  6 8 $ 2 3 2  7 1 $ 1 5 5  1 4
9 1 0 4 8 0 , 2 7 0 4 , 8 8 5 5 , 4 5 0 2 0 0  0 0 $ 3 2  5 8 2 5 4  7 5 1 9 4  5 8 1 6 7  0 4 8 8  4 8
3 , 1 7 3 1 , 2 2 9 , 0 9 6 5 , 6 0 0 4 , 5 6 8 5 0 0  0 0 — — 1 4 0  3 0 5 0  0 0 4 1  9 9
5 , 1 4 1 8 , 3 9 7 , 4 4 5 1 1 , 0 0 0 2 8 , 7 4 8 8 0 0  0 0 5 6 2  4 0 — 5 0 0  0 0 4 6 0  0 0 —
S w ansea, . . . . 1 , 8 3 9 1 , 2 0 5 , 0 9 3 4 , 9 5 0 7 , 5 1 1 5 0 0  0 0 - 1 9 6  5 9 2 5 0  2 7 3 2 3  6 2 1 2 8  9 9
3 0 , 9 6 7 2 1 , 8 4 0 , 3 8 2 5 4 , 5 9 9 6 4 , 0 1 2 7 , 0 0 0  0 0 2 , 2 8 9  4 8 _ 2 , 5 7 8  8 2 4 , 1 2 6  9 9 2 , 5 8 3  6 7
3 , 7 8 3 1 , 4 8 7 , 0 5 3 7 , 2 6 4 1 2 , 6 8 2 4 0 0  0 0 — 4 0 0  0 0 4 0 0  0 0 2 6 3  0 0 1 3 7  0 0
4 , 4 1 5 9 8 5 , 2 4 6 7 , 0 0 0 9 . 0 2 9 2 0 0  0 0 2 1 1  7 7 1 3 1  3 8 1 7 7  2 5 2 4 6  5 0 4 3  9 2
1 , 1 2 0 1 , 4 2 0 , 7 8 7 5 , 3 8 9 7 , 8 0 6 2 0 0  0 0 — 1 8 3  0 2 3 9  2 5 9 3  5 0 1 3 0  0 4
2 7 4 1 6 9 , 6 7 3 7 2 5 2 0 0 1 5  0 0 — — — 5  0 0 —
1 , 0 9 5 1 , 0 3 7 , 3 0 3 9 , 7 7 0 4 , 7 6 1 1 2 5  0 0 — 4 6 6  3 6 2 7 8  5 8 ‘ 1 2 5  0 0 1 5 0  1 2
1 , 7 7 2 1 , 1 5 8 , 3 4 9 5 , 0 3 8 1 0 , 0 4 8 — 2 8 2  5 6 2 4 0  0 9 2 5 0  1 1 1 3 6  3 5 8 7  1 3
7 4 3 3 6 8 , 0 3 0 2 , 2 7 8 1 , 1 7 9 — 5 7  4 0 — — 5 1  0 0 5  1 2
7 6 8 4 9 1 , 5 7 7 6 , 1 4 8 4 , 3 6 4 — 1 8 7  2 0 1 2  0 0 2 0 6  1 7 1 8 4  0 0 8 8  5 4
T y rin g h am , 3 1 4 2 6 1 , 6 1 9 2 , 5 0 0 8 3 7 7 0  0 0 - 1 2 0  6 3 1 2  0 8 2 8  0 0 4 6  9 S
2 , 0 2 4 1 , 0 7 5 , 1 6 4 5 , 1 6 5 1 1 , 7 8 5 4 6 0  0 0 - 1 4  2 9 2 7 0  9 1 1 6 7  7 5 3 5  6 3
U xbridge , . . . . 3 , 8 8 1 2 , 6 4 5 , 2 6 0 1 2 , 0 0 0 1 8 , 2 9 9 8 0 0  0 0 6 3 2  8 1 5 0 6  0 3 3 3 2  5 3 7 3 3  2 8 8 7 3  3 3
1 0 , 2 6 8 8 , 3 5 5 , 6 8 9 1 5 , 9 4 4 4 0 , 7 3 5 4 5 0  0 0 9 0 4  8 4 3 3 9  9 0 4 1 0  9 4 6 0 0  0 0 6 8 3  8 0
6 4 5 2 6 5 , 1 2 0 1 , 4 0 0 1 , 8 0 7 1 5 0  0 0 — 5 1  3 4 1 5 6  0 8 3 0  0 0 1 1  5 1
4 , 0 0 3 3 , 8 5 1 , 5 8 1 1 0 , 0 0 0 2 1 , 7 3 7 2 , 3 0 0  0 0 — 3 5  8 4 7 7 0  8 0 9 0 1  0 0 7 5 4  8 2
2 6 , 2 8 2 2 3 , 7 9 5 , 4 5 6 3 1 , 6 5 5 5 9 , 7 2 7 2 , 5 0 0  0 0 — 1 , 8 0 0  6 2 1 , 3 5 0  0 0 1 , 8 8 2  9 8 4 8 0  0 0
8 , 5 9 4 4 , 4 3 6 , 0 5 5 1 3 , 7 2 7 2 2 , 0 8 1 1 , 0 0 0  0 0 534 90 1,551 71 439 29 803 40 1,812 39
3,660 3,517,991 3,358 7,577 300 00 690 75 49 71 228 17 176 00 103 21
4,300 1,780,646 10,700 12,000 400 00 456 00 525 00 450 00 419 00 581 00
527 333,460 5,035 4,055 62 07 37 93 121 11 115 99 50 00 44 79
W a s h in g to n ,1 339
11,258
273,519
12,745,677 33,660 42,865 5,250 00 787 91 229 55 2,000 24 2,887 80 1,301 12
2,220 1,970,927 15,940 8,016 800 00 187 34 299 37 338 48 520 00 430 23
10,018 6,173,323 8,093 21,621 1.800 00 — 77 55 758 15 548 35 759 74
6,189 12,591.165 15,200 32,801 1,900 00 497 11 1,034 66 574 37 1,639 73 1,187 62
958 1,054,193 3,200 4,000 100 00 132 00 15 00 76 63 55 25 35 63
W endell, . . . . 480 238,375 1,978 1,752 30 00 31 75 18 08 25 00 8 69
FR
EE 
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B
LIC
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A
R
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[Jan.
W e n h am , . . . . 924 2,142,300 5,048 3,479 100 00 _ 86 39 67 36 102 50 i 7 40
W estb o ro u g h , 5,378 3,164,577 15,624 31,327 600 00 522 85 114 21 622 98 536 92 418 75
1,571 728,603 6,956 5,000 453 84 138 59 407 71 150 00 93 64
2,000 1,124,130 6,226 4,281 381 98 60 00 277 25 175 00 10 00
1,384 837,928 8,300 10,126 400 00 273 55 537 72 336 76 340 30 532 50
13,611 8,786,827 20,783 43,281 3,500 00 983 47 856 57 1,697 31 2,434 80 1,076 17
2,413 1,648,119 13,990 10,662 150 00 426 25 124 57 778 41 300 00 132 23
466 222,640 3,166 1,600 — 79 53 35 00 111 60 25 00 4 50
1,348 720,350 6,185 8,313 150 00 313 40 158 26 365 50 210 00 190 19
1,405 1,030,420 4,282 7,059 200 00 230 50 68 68 284 21 173 75 95 16
2,867 1,673,750 1,630 1,045 - 75 00 3 60 48 17 13 00 3 00
— — L.800 — — 6 00 — — 5 00
— 763 1,342 — — 113 35 5 00 91 00 7 73
8,101 5,890,682 8,025 1,296 400 00 808 97 1,421 25 734 81 375 00 723 86
1,023 382,541 1,728 2,500 135 00 110 00 10 31 142 00 50 00 9 90
457 426,645 2,100 2,000 — 2 50 00 25 00 50 (X) — 40 00
2,091 5,660,711 17,513 16,997 2,000 00 450 00 436 00 886 00 1,030 00 970 00
1,136 2,087,205 4,000 4,784 — 300 00 — 102 00 130 00 15 00
11,585 6,952,247 23,000 48,708 2,000 00 636 11 1,198 46 572 56 1,762 47 1,443 18
— — 5,910 17,520 500 00 — 1,919 36 285 16 690 71 778 24
822 433,057 2,824 8,500 100 00 41 13 20 79 72 53 20 8 58
6,521 4,263,685 12,315 32,758 1,800 00 — 85 37 481 61 681 90 721 86
1,708 1,018,822 2,282 3,786 175 00 - 12 32 58 36 85 54 51 13
1,943 914,708 — — — — — — — —
— — 1,940 6,525 200 00 — — 92 75 20 00 87 25
4,425 3,120,940 6,148 8,935 539 00 255 25 75 12 281 57 397 15 190 65
— — 1,960 2,490 86 00 146 16 14 04 170 80 50 00 8 25
1,670 1,248,787 3,513 6,369 350 00 — 113 79 277 12 151 52 19 34
5,933 3,286,655 8,756 21,840 1,300 00 — 14 56 413 00 346 72 574 09
8,242 10,717,600 17,562 43,900 1,800 00 772 12 444 09 1,182 32 1,012 15 718 79
513 275,400 1,000 800 15 00 — 12 66 12 66 — 3 00
7,034 9,571,397 10,580 37,275 2,600 00 — 132 89 756 05 1,334 81 619 42
14,402 10,698,310 49,700 48,400 3,800 00 1,140 60 2,440 03 2,178 32 3,404 89 2,181 07
128,135 123,226,501 157,546 263,191 38,000 00 6,596 75 3,791 32 14,001 77 24,938 93 7,856 26
614 315,618 2,437 2,041 — , — 338 05 48 70 20 00 12 63
W ren th am , 1,428 1,041,169 4,800 10,000 625 00 - 234 99 328 43 340 30 200 47
1,422 1,848,016 7,500 3,500 _ 70 39 642 17 292 29 225 00 146 50_ — 3,200 2,200 — 60 00 116 00 41 74 15 00 18 11 :
West Yarmouth, - - 1,100 1,164 - 70 00 32 00 - 25 00 — 35 00  j
3 ,003,680 83,404,894,165 5,227,316 9,381,809 $863,641 70 8100,430 19 $255,607 72 $278,687 23 $584,760.’23 $285,095 45
1 H as fu ll p riv ileges in  th e  B ec k e t free  lib ra ry . 2 N one.
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A p p e n d i x  I I .
N A M E S
F R E E  P U B L I C  L I B R A R I E S
AND
N A M ES OF L IB R A B IA N S .

NAMES OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES LIBRARIANS. AND NAMES OF
C ities a n d  T o w n s . N am e of L ib ra ry . N am e of L ib ra r ia n .
A bington,
North Abington, 
A cton,
A cushnet,
Long Plain, .
Adam s.
A gaw am , .
Feeding Hills, 
MitUneague, . 
Alford,
A m esbury ,
A m herst, .
North Amherst, 
A ndover, . 
A rlington,
Arlington Heights, 
A shburnham ,
A shby.
Ash field, .
South Ash field. 
Baptist Corner, 
A shland, .
A thol,
A ttleborough,
A uburn ,
Avon,
A yer,
B arnstab le ,
Centerville,
Cotuit, .
Hyannis,
Marston's Mills, 
Osterville,
B arre,
B ecket,
B edford , . 
B elchertow n, 
B ellingham , 
B elm ont, .
B erk ley , .
B erlin ,
South Berlin, . 
B ern a rd s  to n , 
B e v e r l y , .
Beverly Farms, 
North Beverly, 
B illerica,
North Billerica, 
B lackstone , 
B land fo rd ,
North Blandford, 
B olton ,
B o s t o n , . 
Brighton, 
Charlestown, . 
Dorchester,
East Boston, . 
Jamaica Plain, 
Roxbury,
South Boston, 
South End, 
Upham’s Corner, 
West End,
West Roxbury, 
B ourne ,
B oxborough , 
B ox fo rd , .
West Boxford, .
A b ing ton  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
N o r th  A b ing ton  B ran ch ,
A cton  M em orial L ib ra ry ,
A cu sh n e t F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
Long P la in  B ran c h , .
A dam s F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
A gaw am  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
F eed ing  H ills  B ran c h , .
.  j M ittin ea g u e  B ran ch ,
. j A lford  F ree  T ow n  L ib ra ry , .
. I A m esbu ry  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
A m herst T ow n  L ib ra ry ,
.  i  N o rth  A m hers t P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. ! M em orial H a ll L ib ra ry ,
. ! R o b b in s  L ib ra ry ,
. | A rling ton  H e ig h ts  R ea d in g  R oom , . 
A sh b u rn h a m  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
A shby  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
Ash field L ib ra ry  A ssociation ,
S o u th  A shfield B ran c h ,
B a p tis t  C o rner B ran c h ,
A sh land  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
A th o l F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
A ttleb o ro u g h  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
A u b u rn  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
A von F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
A yer L ib ra ry , . . . .  
S tu rg is  L ib ra ry , . . . .  
C en terv ille  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  A s­
so c ia tio n .
C o tu it P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
H y a n n is  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  A sso­
c ia tion .
M ars to n ’s M ills P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
O ste rv ille  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
B a rre  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
, B ec k e t A th en æ u m ,
B ed fo rd  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
C lapp  M em orial L ib ra ry ,
B ellin g h am  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
. | B e lm o n t P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
.  j  B erk ley  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. I B erlin  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
. j S o u th  B erlin  B ran c h , .
. j C u sh m an  L ib ra ry ,
. ! B ev e rly  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
B ev e rly  F a rm s  B ran ch ,
N o rth  B ev e rly  B ra n c h ,.
B e n n e tt P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
T a lb o t L ib ra ry , .
B lack s to n e  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
P o r te r  M em orial L ib ra ry ,
N o rth  B la n d fo rd  B ran ch ,
B o lto n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
P u b lic  L ib ra ry  of th e  C ity  of B oston , 
.  i  B rig h to n  B ran c h ,
C harles tow n  B ran c h ,
. ; D o rch es te r B ran ch ,
. j E a s t  B o s to n  B ran c h ,
, j J a m a ic a  P la in  B ran ch ,
. ! R o x b u ry  B ran c h ,
S o u th  B o ston  B ran c h , .
. i S o u th  E n d  B ran ch ,
. j U p h a m ’s C orner B ran ch ,
. ! W e s t E n d  B ran ch ,
.  j  W e st R o x b u ry  B ran ch ,
. i J o n a th a n  B o u rn e  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
. | B oxbo rough  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
B o x fo rd  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
, j W e st B o x fo rd  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
H elen  M. H u n t .
G e rtru d e  M. G leason.
A r th u r  F . D av is .
E lsie  Collins.
M rs. S o p h ro n ia  W . V eazie. 
L ucy  C. R ich m o n d .
R a lp h  P e rry .
S am u e l N ew ell S m ith .
J u l ia  E . T ow er.
M rs. R ach e l E . P loss.
A lice C. F o llan sbee .
M ary  M. R ob inson .
E m m a  H . P arso n s .
E d n a  A dela ide B row n . 
E liz a b e th  J a n e  N ew to n .
M. M acie S eab u ry .
L o n a  M. D av is.
E liz a  A. K en d a ll.
J u l ia  A. W illiam s.
M rs. C harles D ay .
M rs. H o u g h to n  S m ith .
M rs. E llen  M. A rno ld .
M rs. M ay A lice C ook. 
E u g e n ia  M ay H en ry .
A b b y  B rew er S h u te . 
M atth ew  W ilto n  S m ith .
S. A dela ide B lood.
E liz a b e th  C rocker N ye.
R ose  A lm a H a lle tt .
Effie D . B u rlingam e .
E lf led a  J e n k in s  B rad fo rd .
L illie C. B ackus.
M rs. M ary  L . C rocker.
C arrie  E m ily  R ea d .
M rs. E liz a  M illard .
F a n n ie  A. W ood .
L y d ia  A. Barttpn.
B e r th a  F ran k lin .
F lo rence  E . W h itc h e r .
J u l ia  R . B u rt.
A lice E . B abcock .
H a r ry  F ay .
M rs. M ary  W ild er H ills. 
M a rth a  P u tn a m  S m ith . 
L illian  A. C u lbe rt.
B en jam in  R o b e rts .
E m m a  M. W h itfo rd .
L illie B o tto m le y .
T im o th y  E . C u rran .
H a tt ie  P a rk s  H e rrick .
M rs. H o w a rd  C. W a ite . 
F id e lia  C. N ew ton .
H o race  G. W ad lin .
L ouise P ro u ty .
E liz a b e th  F . C artée .
M rs. E l iz a b e th  T . R eed . 
E llen  O. W a lk ley .
M ary  P . S w ain .
H elen  M. Bell.
A lice M. R ob inson . 
M arg are t A. S h erid an .
M ary  L . B rick .
M rs. E l iz a  R . D av is.
C arrie  L . M orse.
M rs. E d i th  F lo rence  N ick e r­
son.
M rs. M abel P . R o b b in s . 
V o lun teers .
N ellie S pofford.
70 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Jan.
N a m e s  o f F r e e  P u b l ic  L ib r a r ie s  a n d  N a m e s  o f L ib r a r ia n s  — Con.
Cities a n d  T o w n s . N am e of L ib ra ry . N am e of L ib rarian .
B o y ls to n , . B oy ls ton  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , G eorge L. W rig h t.
B ra in tree , T h a y e r  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
B rew ste r L ad ies’ L ib ra ry  A ssocia­
tion .
A bbie M. A rnold.
B rew ste r, . A lm a R ogers.
B ridgew a te r, B rid g e w a te r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . L uc ia  L . C hristian .
B rim field , B rim field  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M ary  A nna T arbell.
B r o c k t o n , B ro ck to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , F ra n k  H ay d en  W hitm ore .
Campello, C am pello  B ranch , W e a lth y  A. H olm es.
Montello, M ontello  B ranch , M rs. A bbie L. C urtis.
B rookfie ld , M errick  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , E liz a  R . H obbs.
East Brookfield, E a s t  B rookfie ld  B ranch , B e rth a  D oubleday .
B ro o k lin e ,. P u b lic  L ib ra ry  of B rookline, L ou isa  M. H ooper.
B u ck lan d , B u ck lan d  P u b lic  C hurch  L ib ra ry , . M rs. Id a  S. Trow .
B u rlin g to n , B u rlin g to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . F lorence Isabell F oster.
C a m b r i d g e , C am bridge P u b lic  L ib ra ry , C larence W a lte r  Ayer.
East Cambridge, E a s t  C am bridge B ranch , M ary  A gnes C urtis.
North Cambridge, N o rth  C am bridge B ranch , E llen  M agdalene H ayes.
C an ton , C an to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. L ucy  D. D ownes.
C arlisle, G leason P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. M ary  A. G reen.
C arver, C arv e r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. B ern ice  E s th e r  B ar-
South Carver, . S o u th  C arver B ran c h , . E th e l N ash.
East Carver, . E a s t  C arver B ranch , M rs. E liza b e th  Drew.
West Carver, . W est C arv e r B ranch , B lanche E . V inal.
Bates Pond, B ates  P o n d  B ranch , — -
North Carver, N o rth  C arv e r B ran ch , . F ran ce lia  B . D unham .
C harlem on t, C h arlem o n t F ree  L ib ra ry , Ju lie t B acon S m ith .
C harlton , . C harlton  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. R u th  P. W akefield.
C h a th am , . E ld red g e  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. F l o r e n c e  Howes 
B ond.
E d w in  R . C lark.C helm sford , A dam s L ib ra ry , . . . .
North Chelmsford, . N o rth  C helm sford  L ib ra ry  A ssocia­
tion .
A nna C am pbell M ackay.
C h e l s e a , . F itz  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M edora J e n n e t t  S im pson.
C heshire , . C heshire L ib ra ry  A ssociation , E m m a  E . M artin .
C hester, C heste r F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M ary  L a u ra  Pom eroy.
C hesterfield , C hesterfield  T ow n L ib ra ry , . Jam e s  D. S tall.
West Chesterfield, W e st C hesterfield  B ranch , M rs. G ilbert B . Ile a ly .
C h i c o p e e , . Chicopee C ity  L ib ra ry , A nne A lco tt S m ith .
Chicopee Falls, Chicopee F alls  B ranch , E . E m m a  G orton .
Willimansett, . W illim an se tt B ran c h . . Mrs. A nna V. K idder.
C h ilm ark , . C h ilm ark  F ree  L ib ra ry , M rs. M ary  V. T ilton .
C la rk sbu rg , C la rk sbu rg  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , R o b e rt S. M cK ay.
Briggsvillc, B riggsville B ranch , L ouva in  J . Bow en.
H oughtonville, H o u g h to n v ille  B ranch , H a rry  L. S m ith .
C lin ton , Bigelow  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , C h arlo tte  L. G reene.
C ohasset, . P a u l P r a t t  M em orial L ib ra ry , S arah  B. Collier.
C olrain, Colrain F ree  L ib ra ry , . M rs. K a th e rin e  H o l t o n  
C ram .
Christian Hill, C h ris tian  H ill B ranch , . M rs. 0 .  H . T ay lo r.
C oncord, . C oncord  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , H elen  W h itn ey  K elley.
C onw ay, . F ield  M em orial L ib ra ry . M argare t F rances  Sikes.
C um m ing ton , B ry a n t F ree  L ib ra ry . M rs. L o ttie  W . Tow er.
D alton , D alton  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . M rs. M innie E . D avison.
D ana, D an a  C en tre  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. S usan  E . S tevens.
North Dana, . N o rth  D ana P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . G race A. H ask ins.
D anvers , . P e a b o d y  In s t i tu te  L ib ra ry , . M rs. E m ilie  1). P a tch .
D a rtm o u th , D a rtm o u th  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M ary  A. T u ck er.
South Dartmouth, S o u th w o rth  L ib ra ry , T heodosia  P . Chase.
North Dartmouth, N o rth  D a rtm o u th  F ree  P u b lic  L i­
b ra ry .
M abel Cornell.
D edham , . D ed h am  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , F ran ces  M. M ann.
Oakdale, O akdale  B ran ch , . . . . F . H . V alen tine.East Dedham, E a s t D ed h am  B ranch , . N ellie F . R ilev.
D eerfield , . D ick inson  L ib rary , M rs. A u g u sta  B arb e r Lam b.
South Deerfield, S o u th  D eerfield  T ow n L ib rary , M a r th a  A. P ierce.Mill River, M ill R iv e r B ran ch , M rs. L u cy  W . Lee.East Deerfield, E a s t D eerfield  B ranch , M abel P e te rk in .South Wisdom, S o u th  W isdom  B rartch, E th e l M. Cook.North Wisdom, N o rth  W isdom  B ranch . B e rth a  B asse tt .Deerfield, P o c u m tu c k  V alley  M em orial Asso- G eorge Sheldon .
d a t io n  L ib rary .
D ennis, Jaco b  S ears M em orial L ib ra ry ,
D igh to n , . D igh to n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , H elen  L ane.
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Douglas, . 
Dover,
First Parish, .
D racut,
Dudley,
D unstable,
Duxbury. .
E ast B ridgew ater, 
East ham , . 
E astham p ton .
East Longm eadow , 
Easton,
Edgartow n,
Egrem ont.
North Egremont, 
JFesf Egremont, 
Enfield,
Erving,
Miller's Falls, 
Essex,
E v e r e t t , .
East Everett, . 
Fairhaven.
Fall R i v e r, 
Falm outh,
TFest Falmouth, 
Woods Hole, . 
Fi t c h b u r g ,
Florida, 
Foxborough, 
F ram ingham , 
F ranklin , .
Franklin,
Freetow n,
East Freetown, 
G ardner, .
Gay H ead, 
G eorgetow n,
Gill,
Riverside,
G l o u c e s t e r ,
Gloucester,
Magnolia,
Annisquam,
Goshen,
Gosnold, . 
G rafton , .
G ranby,
G ranville.
Granville Center, 
West Granville, 
G reat B arring ton , 
Greenfield, 
Greenfield, 
G reenw ich,
G roton,
G roveland,
South Groveland, 
H adley,
North Hadley, 
H alifax,
H am ilton , 
H am pden , 
H ancock, .
North Hancock, 
H anover, . 
H anson, South, . 
H anson, North, . 
New State, 
Maquan,
North Hanson,
N am e of L ib ra ry . N am e of L ib ra r ian .
S im on F airfie ld  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
D over T ow n  L ib ra ry , .
B a rd e n  L ib ra ry , . . . .  
D ra c u t P u b lic  L ib ra ry . .
D ud ley  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
D u n s ta b le  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
D u x b u ry  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
E a s t  B rid g e w a te r  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
E a s t h am  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
P u b lic  L ib ra ry  A ssociation ,
E . L ongm eadow  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
A m es F ree  L ib ra ry , .
E d g a rto w n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
E g re m o n t F ree  L ib ra ry ,
N o r th  E g re m o n t B ran ch ,
W e st E g re m o n t B ran ch ,
E n fie ld  L ib ra ry  A ssociation , . 
E rv in g  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
M iller’s F alls  B ran c h , .
T . O. H . P . B u rn h a m  P u b lic  L i­
b ra ry .
F red e rick  E . P a r lin  M em orial L i­
b ra ry .
S h u te  M em orial L ib ra ry ,
T h e  M illicent L ib ra ry , .
F a ll R iv e r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
F a lm o u th  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
W est F a lm o u th  L ib ra ry ,
W oods H o le  Socia l L ib ra ry , . 
P u b lic  L ib ra ry  of F itc h b u rg , 
F lo r id a  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
B o y d en  L ib ra ry , .
F ra m in g h a m  T ow n  L ib ra ry , . 
F ra n k lin  L ib ra ry  A ssociation ,
R a y  M em orial R oom , .
G u ilfo rd  H . H a th a w a y  L ib ra ry . 
E a s t  F ree to w n  C ircu la ting  L ib ra ry  
L evi H eyw ood  M em orial L ib ra ry , 
G ay  H e a d  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
G eorgetow n P e a b o d y  L ib ra ry ,
G ill F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
R iv e rsid e  B ranch ,
S aw y er F ree  L ib ra ry , .
F ree  C ity  L ib ra ry ,
M agnolia  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
V illage H a ll L ib ra ry ,
G oshen F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
G osnold  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
G ra fto n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
G ran b y  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
G ranv ille  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
G ran v ille  C en te r B ran ch ,
W est G ranv ille  B ranch ,
G rea t B a rrin g to n  F ree  L ib ra ry , 
G reenfield  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
G reenfie ld  L ib ra ry  A ssociation , 
G reenw ich  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
G ro to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
G ro v e lan d  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
H a le  L ib ra ry , .
H a d le y  F ree  L ib ra ry , .
N o rth  H ad le y  B ran ch ,
H olm es P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
H a m ilto n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H a m p d e n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H an co ck  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
I N o rth  H an co ck  B ran ch ,
! Jo h n  C u rtis  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
H an so n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , South, 
H an so n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , North, 
N ew  S ta te  B ran ch ,
M aquan  B ran c h , . .
H an so n  L ib ra ry  A ssociation ,
V era  H elen  W a rn e r .
A lm a M. C hickering .
C harles W illiam  P ly m p to n . 
M rs. M ary  L. H a m b le tt .  
C aro line E liz a b e th  E a s te r -  
b rook .
M rs. L izzie A. Sw allow .
S a ra  B . H iggins.
L u cy  L . S iddall.
M rs. S a ra h  B . C lark .
D o rcas  C hap in  M iller.
M ary  R . M cIn to sh .
M ary  L a v in ia  L am p rey . 
E u n ic e  Coffin ll ip le y .
M rs. R . H o y t B row n.
M rs. D w ig h t S tillm an .
M rs. G eorge W . S m ith .
A da L. H arw o o d .
M rs. W . G. W a lk u p .
A. W . B u tm a n .
E th e ly n  B . S to ry .
E llen  L ou isa  Jo h n so n .
E d n a  L illian  C arte r .
D rew  B. H all.
G eorge W . R an k in .
P a in e lia  F ran ces  R ob b in s . 
A lb ert S. B ow erm an . 
V o lun teers .
G eorge E d w a rd  N u ttin g . 
M rs .E liz ab e th  J .W h itco m b . 
M ary  D . T o rrey .
E m m a  L eono re  C larke.
M rs. E l la  G. C am pbell. 
H elen  J . H u rd .
H elen  W . W inslow . 
E liz a b e th  W . L aw rence . 
M ary  R eyno ld s  C larke. 
C harles P e ab o d y  A verill. 
S a ra  T . N oyes.
O tis  F . H ale .
F ra n k  D . Jones.
R ac h e l S aw y er W ebber. 
A nne Isab e l M urphy .
M rs. Jo se p h  S arg en t, J r .  
H elen  L ane, Chairman. 
R ev . C alv in  K eyser.
M rs. B e r th a  L . S te tso n . 
M abel L . H ow e.
C ora  H . K ellogg.
M abel H . R oo t.
H en ry  D . C olton .
Jo se p h  W elch .
E m m a  W oodru ff S heldon . 
M ay A shley.
A lm eda B u rn e t t  R o b b in s . 
H e le n  I .  N evins.
E m m a  F . B lood.
L ouise F lo rence  C am m ett. 
E d w a rd  L . S ides.
G eorge C. M arsh .
O. W . P ro u ty .
Jam e s  T . T hom as.
M rs. G race  C. S tone.
M rs. J o h n  Q. A dam s.
A nnie H adse lle  M orey.
Alice L oring  B ailey .
M rs. A bbie F. P h illip s . 
M ary  J . D rew .
M rs. M ary  F . B ates .
L ucy  J .  B ry a n t .
M ary  J . D rew .
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H ard w ick ,
Gilbertville,
H a rv a rd , .
H a rw ich , .
H a tfie ld , . 
H a v e r h i l l ,
W ashing ton Square,
P aig e  M em orial L ib ra ry , 
G ilb e rtv ille  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H a rv a rd  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
B ro ad b ro o k s  F ree  L ib ra ry , 
H a tfie ld  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H a v e rh ill P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
W a sh in g to n  S q u are  B ranch ,
Ayer's Village, 
Rocks Village, 
Bradford,
H aw ley ,
West Hgwley, 
East Hawley, . 
Bozrah, .
H e a th ,
H in g h am , 
Nantasket, 
H in sd a le , .
H o lb ro o k ,
H o ld en .
H o lla n d , .
H o llis to n ,
H o l y o k e ,
H o p ed a le ,
H o p k in to n ,
H u b b a rd s to n ,
H u d so n , .
H u ll,
H u n tin g to n , 
Norwich Hill, 
Knightville,
H y d e  P a rk , 
Readville, 
Ip sw ich , .
Linebrook Parish, 
K in g s to n ,
L ak ev ille ,
North Lakeville, 
South Lakeville, 
L a n c a s te r , 
L a n e sb o ro u g h , . 
L a w r e n c e ,
South Lawrence, 
L ee,
L e ices te r, . 
Greenville, 
Rochdale,
Cherry Valley, 
L enox ,
L eo m in ste r, 
L e v e re tt , . 
Hillsborough, . 
Moore's Corner, 
North Leverett, 
L ex in g to n ,
East Lexington, 
L eyden ,
L inco ln ,
L itt le to n , . 
L ongm eadow , 
L o w e l l , .
Ludlow ,
L u n en b u rg ,
L y n n ,
L y n n  field,
M a l d e n , . 
M anchester, 
M ansfield, 
M arb lehead ,
M arion ,
M a r l b o r o u g h , . 
Robin Hill,
A yer’s V illage B ran ch ,
R ocks V illage B ran c h , .
B ra d fo rd  B ran ch ,
H aw ley  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
W est H aw ley  B ran c h , .
E a s t  H aw ley  B ran c h , .
B ozrah  B ran c h , . . . .  
H e a th  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
H in g h am  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
N a n ta sk e t L ib ra ry ,
H in sd a le  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  A ssocia­
tion .
H o lb ro o k  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
G ale F ree  L ib ra ry ,
H o lla n d  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H o llis to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
H o ly o k e  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
B an c ro ft M em orial L ib ra ry , . 
H o p k in to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
H u b b a rd s to n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
H u d so n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
H u ll V illage L ib ra ry ,
H u n tin g to n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
N o rw ich  H ill B ran c h , .
K n ig h tv ille  B ran ch ,
H y d e  P a rk  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
R ea d v ille  B ran ch ,
Ip sw ich  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
L ineb rook  B ran c h ,
F red e ric  C. A dam s P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
L akev ille  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
N o rth  B ran c h , . . . .
S o u th  B ran c h , . . . .
L a n c a s te r  T ow n  L ib ra ry , 
L an esb o ro u g h  T ow n  L ib ra ry ,
. [ L aw rence  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
S o u th  Lawrrence  B ran ch ,
Lee P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
L e ices te r P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
C opeland  M em orial L ib ra ry , . 
R o ch d a le  B ran c h ,
C herry  V alley  B ran c h , .
L enox  L ib ra ry  A ssociation , . 
L e o m in s te r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
L e v e re tt F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H illsbo rough  B ran c h , .
. i M oore’s C orner B ran ch ,
N o rth  L e v e re tt  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
C ary  L ib ra ry , . . . .
E a s t  L e x in g to n  B ran ch ,
L eyden  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
L incoln  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
R eu b en  H o a r  L ib ra ry . . 
L ongm eadow  T ow n  L ib ra ry ,
C ity  L ib ra ry  of Low ell,
H u b b a rd  M em orial L ib ra ry , . 
L u n e n b u rg  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
L y n n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
. L ynn fie ld  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M alden  P u b lic  L ib ra ry .
M an ch este r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
M ansfield P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
A bbot P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
M arion  L ib ra ry  A ssocia tion , . 
M arlbo rough  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
R o b in  H ill Im p ro v e m e n t S ocie ty , .
N am e of L ib rarian .
N e ttie  C. B ridges.
A ndrew  B acher.
E s te lle  E . W illa rd .
L u lu  B . T obey .
C heste r M. B arton .
Jo h n  G ra n t M oulton. 
M a rth a  E . Barrow s and 
G race  L . H atch .
I E d w in  M. H aseltine.
A. P ea r l Saw yer.
K a te  E . Johnson .
! A m elia I .  Sears, 
i M rs. D elia  E . V incent. 
J u l ia  E . H arm on.
M rs. S arah  S co tt.
H e n ry  K irk  Sm ith .
A lbert L . S tephenson.
M ary  W e n tw o rth  Clark.
A. H . P ierce.
! Zenas A aron F rench.
M rs. A ddie M. Holden. 
D elia  M. B lodge tt. 
Jo seph ine  E . Rockwood. 
F ra n k  G renell W illcox. 
H a rr ie t  B . Sornborger. . 
Effie L . W oods.
L ucy  H a rr ie t Grimes.
M rs. G race M. W hittem ore. 
M rs. Lizzie A. R . K night. 
M rs. A deline E . Munson. 
M rs. W . H endrick .
C larence E . B ates. 
E liza b e th  A insw orth. 
H en ry  M. D ean, J r .
M rs. M ary  B. M aine. 
R oscoe D . V ining.
M rs. J en n ie  F . McLauthlen. 
M ary  L ue lla  Nelson.
M rs. W illiam  F. Harlow . 
M rs. S ally  W inslow. 
V irg in ia  M. K eyes.
M abel J .  R h in eh art. 
W illiam  A. W alsh .
M ary  S ta llm an , 
i P h eb e  C hand ler Johnson. 
R ev . H en ry  Schw ab.
M rs. A rth u r  W oodhead. 
P h eb e  C hand ler Johnson. 
A n n a  Louise W hite . 
F lo rence  E th e l W heeler. 
E ls ie  R . Ames.
M rs. E t t a  Ball.
M rs. F ra n k  N . Bourne. 
E d i th  E l la  F isk .
M arian  P . K irk la n d .
E m m a  O stro m  Nichols. 
B e lk n ap  S everance.
L y d ia  J .  C hapin .
M rs. A delia  M. P a rk e r.
M rs. K a th a r in e  C. Gates. 
F red e rick  A. Chase.
E d i th  H . C row ninshield .
L. F ra n c e s  Jo n es .
H a r r ie t  L ou ise  M atthew s. 
E liz a b e th  V  . G reen .
L izzie A. V  illiam s. 
D elucena L o th ro p  Bingham . 
I d a  F ran ces  H odges.
* vs - S a rah  E - G regory . 
A lice A u stin  R y d e r  
S a rah  E . C o tting .
M rs. G eorge H an le y .
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Marshfield.
Marshfield Hills, 
Maskpee, .
South Mash pee, . \ 
M attapo isett, . . j
M aynard, . . . j
Medfield, .
M e d f o r d .
Medway, West, . I 
Medway Village, 
M e l r o s e. . ;
Mendon, .
M errimac,
M ethuen, . . .
M iddleborough.
Middlefield,
M iddleton, . . !
Milford. . . !
M illbury, .
MiUis, . . .
Milton, . . . |
East Milton, . . j
Mattapan, . . j
Russell, . . I
Monroe, . .
Monroe Bridge, 
Monson, .
M ontague.
Miller's Falls,
Turner's Falls, . \ 
M onterey,
M ontgomery.
M ount W ash ing ton , . | 
N ahant, . . . I
N an tucket, . . j
N atick, . . . |
South Natick, 
N eedham ,
Needham Heights, . \ 
New A shford,
N e w  B e d f o r d .
North District, . | 
South District, . j 
New B rain tree , . . i
N e w b u r y p o r t ,
South Newbury port, . j 
New M arlborough,
Mill River, . j
Clayton,
Hartsville, . . \
Southfield, . . j
Southfield, . . I
New Salem,
North New Salem, . \ 
Cooleyville, . !
South New Salem, . ! 
N e w t o n , .
Auburndale, . . J
Newton Center, . j
Newton Upper Falls, 
West Newton, . i
Nonantum, . . |
NewtonviUe, .
N orfolk, .
N o r t h  A d a m s , . . j
Blackinton, . . I
Braytonville, . . i
Houghtonville,
_ Beaver, .
N orth  A ndover,
N orth  A ttleb o ro u g h , .
New Boston, . . j
N orth  B rookfield ,
N am e of L ib ra ry .
V en tress  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
Clift R odgers  F ree  L ib ra ry , . 
M ashpee F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
S o u th  M ashpee B ranch , 
M a ttap o ise tt F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
M ay n ard  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
M edfield P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M edford P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M edw ay F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
D ean  L ib ra ry ,
M elrose P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
T a f t  P u b lic  L ib rary ,
M errim ac P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
N evins M em orial L ib ra ry . 
M iddleborough P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
M iddlefield P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
F lin t ‘P ub lic  L ib ra ry , .
M ilford T ow n L ib ra ry ,
M illbury T ow n L ib rary ,
Millis P u b lic  L ib ra ry , .
M ilton P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
E a s t M ilton R ead ing  R oom , . 
M a ttap an  R ead ing  R oom ?
R ussell R ead ing  Room ,
M onroe F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M onroe B ridge B ranch,
M onson Free L ib ra ry , .
M ontague P ub lic  L ib rary ,
M iller’s F alls  B ranch , .
C arnegie P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
M onterey  F ree  L ib ra ry ,
M ontgom ery  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
M ount W ash ing ton  F ree  L ib ra ry , 
N ah an t P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
N an tu c k e t A thenaeum ,
Morse In s t i tu te  L ib ra ry ,
B acon F ree L ib rary ,
N eedham  F ree  P ub lic  L ib ra ry , 
N eedham  H eigh ts  B ranch ,
New A shford P ub lic  L ib ra ry ,
Free P ub lic  L ib ra ry  of New B edford  
N o rth  B ranch ,
S ou th  B ranch ,
New B ra in tree  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  
N ew burypo rt P u b lic  L ib rary ,
S ou th  E n d  R ead in g  R oom , .
N ew  M arlborough F ree  L ib ra ry ,
Mill R iv e r B -anch ,
C lay ton  B ran ch , . . \
H a rtsv ille  B ranch ,
Sou th fie ld  B ranch ,
S eym our L ib ra ry  A ssociation,
New Salem  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
N o rth  N ew  Salem  B ranch , 
C ooleyville B ran ch ,
S o u th  N ew  S alem  B ranch ,
N ew ton  F ree  L ib ra ry , .
A ub u rn d a le  B ranch ,
N ew ton  C en te r B ranch ,
Ne.wton U p p e r  F alls  B ranch ,
W est N ew ton  B ranch , .
N o n an tu m  B ranch ,
N ew tonv ille  B ranch ,
N orfo lk  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
N o rth  A dam s P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
O scar A. A rcher B ranch , 
B ray to n v ille  B ran ch , . 
H ough to n v ille  B ranch ,
B eaver B ran ch , .
S tevens  M em orial L ib ra ry ,
R ic h ard s  M em orial L ib ra ry , .
N ew  B oston  B ranch ,
N o rth  B rookfield  F ree  P u b lic  L i­
b ra ry  a n d  R ead ing  R oom .
7.4
of L ibrarian s — Con.
N am e of L ib ra rian .
Jo sep h in e  A. B aker.
| J e n n ie  L. F o rd , 
i C la ra  N. Collins.
M rs. A deline Mills.
C la ra  F . S lferm an. 
j M rs. S arah  F ran ces  N ym an . 
L u c re tia  M. Jo h n so n .
M ary E . S arg en t.
M rs. A n n a  F ales.
B e rth a  C. N ew ell.
C arrie M o w a tt W orthen . 
M rs. L en a  W illiam s G eorge. 
Louise C. B ra c k e tt.
H a r r ie t  L . C rosby.
Alice M orton  A lden.
K a te  W . S m ith .
S am uel A. F le tc h e r .
: N a th a n ie l F . B lake.
C arolyn  C. W a te rs .
M ary C. F u lle r.
I G ertru d e  E m m o n s  F o rre s t.
I Jo seph ine  M. B abcock .
E llen  F . Vose.
J en n ie  W . K en n ed y .
I L illian  A dela ide G ordon .
I M rs. J . E llis .
I N ellie F. S qu ier.
K a te  A. A rm strong .
Jessie  E s te lla  Jo h n so n .
A nna O. B a tso n .
Mrs. H a tt ie  B . B ills, 
j M rs. D . L . A llyn.
M ay W . P erk in s .
C la ra  P a rk e r .
M ira R oselle P a r tr id g e .
M rs. A dela ide W illiam s.
M rs. R ie lla  J u lia n a  D un n . 
E lla  M cD owell.
C harles W . S h erm an .
G eorge H . T rip p .
W illiam  B row n.
R o b e rt A llen.
C arrie  F ran ces  B ush .
Jo h n  D. P a rso n s .
F ran ces  G. G ould ,
| K a th a rin e  C la ra  D oyle.
M rs. W . R . F ields, 
j M rs. F lo ra  M cIn ty re , 
j M rs. L u ra  A. D o n cas te r.
K a te  L . B aldw in .
| K a te  L . B aldw in .
! M rs. G en ev a  Seig B a lla rd , 
j M rs. E . D . A ndrew s. 
E d w a rd  F reem an .
M rs. M. F . B acon .
| E l iz a b e th  P . T h u rs to n , 
i A nnie E . B u n k e r.
J u lia  C. H enshaw .
M ary  E . B a rn a rd .
! H elen  W heeler, 
j K a th a r in e  A. H odgdon . 
C arrie  L . W illiam s.
W a lte r  L . Sykes.
M abel T em ple .
G ladys  H ughes, 
j M rs. E l la  L illie.
S ad ie J a n e t  H enderson .
I G race H u rlb u t.
| E liz a b e th  M altb y  P o n d . 
A da M aria  P e rry .
L ouise M ellish.
N ellie L . S m ith .
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C ities a n d  T o w n s . N am e of L ib ra ry . N am e of L ib ra rian .
N o rth  R ead ing , F lin t L ib ra ry , . . . . A ddie W . Gowing.
N o r t h a m p t o n , . N o r th a m p to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , S a rah  D. K ellogg.
Florence, F lorence B ranch , M atilda  P . S chw arz.
N o r t h a m p t o n , . F o rbes  L ib ra ry , . . . . \ \  illiam  P a rk e r  C u tter.
N o rth b o ro u g h , : N o rth b o ro u g h  F ree  L ib ra ry , M ary  E v e ly n  P o tte r .
N o rth b rid g e , W h itin sv ille  S ocia l L ib ra ry , . M rs. W illiam  H . I-idler.
N orth fie ld , D ick inson  M em orial L ib ra ry , M rs. C. A. R anda ll.
N o rton , N o rto n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , E m ily  A. T itu s .
N orw ell, .lam es L ib ra ry , . . . . Jo sep h  F. M erritt.
N orw ood , . M orrill M em orial L ib rary , J a n e  A th e rto n  H ew ett.
O ak  Bluffs, O ak  B luffs F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. A dalyn  A. R ipley.
O ak h am , . O ak h am  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , F ra n k  E . D avis.
O range, O range P u b lic  L ib ra ry , G race H . D aw ley.
North Orange, N o rth  O range B ran c h , . M rs. S a ra  E . R ich.
O rleans, Snow  L ib ra ry , . . . . H iram  M yers.
O tis, O tis  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. O live J . D avison.
O xford , O xford  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , Mrs. C la ra  A. F uller.
North Oxford, N o rth  O xford  B ran ch , . N ellie M. T o lm an .
P a lm er, Y oung  M en’s L ib ra ry  A ssociation , . — —
P a x to n , P a x to n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , R e n a  R obinson.
P e ab o d y , . P e a b o d y  In s t i tu te  L ib rary , L ym an  P . O sborn.
P e a b o d y , . E b e n  D ale  S u tto n  R efe rence L i­
b ra ry . *
A u g u sta  F . D aniels.
P e lh a m , P e lh a m  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M ary  A. K eith .
P em b ro k e , P em b ro k e  F ree  L ib ra ry , E llen  F . Cox.
Bryantville, Cobb L ib ra ry , . . . . M rs. J u lia  W . M orton.
P eppere ll, Law rence L ib ra ry . M rs. M. F an n ie  S ha ttuck .
P e ru , F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  of P eru , M rs. Jo sep h in e  J . D. B ar­
den.
P e te rsh a m , P e te rsh a m  M em orial L ib ra ry , F an n ie  G ordon  Prince.
P h illip s to n , P h illip s  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,. M rs. F lo ra  V. D an fo rth .
P ittsfield, B erksh ire  A thenaeum , . H a rlan  H . B allard .
P lain field , P lain field  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , A nna M. K ing.
P la inv ille , P la inv ille  P u b lic  L ib rary , Jam e s  H . Shannon .
P ly m o u th , P ly m o u th  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , N ellie T hom as.
North Plymouth, L oring  R ead ing  R oom , Alice Crane.
P ly m p to n , P ly m p to n  F ree  P u b lic  L ib rary , Jo h n  S herm an .
P re s c o tt , . P re sc o tt F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M ora  A. G risw old.
East District, . E a s t  B ran ch , . . . . M rs. L. F lo ra  B row n.
Hill District, . H ill B ran ch , . . . . E v a  L . W endem uth .
P rin ce to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , S usan  A. D avis.
P ro v in ce to w n , . P ro v in ce to w n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , A bbie Cook P u tn am .
Q u i n c y , T h o m as  C rane P u b lic  L ib ra ry , Alice G race M h ite .
R an d o lp h , T u rn e r  F ree  L ib ra ry , C harles C h i t t e n d e n  
F a rn h am .
R ay n h a m , R a y n h a m  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , L ucy  W . T hom pson .
North Raynham, N o rth  R a y n h a m  L ib ra ry  A ssocia­
tion .
— —
R ea d in g . . R ead ing  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , B e r th a  L . B row n.
R e h o b o th , B land ing  L ib ra ry , W illiam  I i .  M arvell.
R ev e re  P u b lic  L ib r a ry , . H a rr ie t  T . F enno.
R ichm ond , R ichm ond  F ree  P u b lic  L ib rary . M rs. A bbie E . B arnes.
R o ch e ste r F ree  P u b lic  L ib rary , A nne I \  R yder.
N o rth  R o ch e ste r B ranch , R ev . Jo h n  P . T row bridge.
R o ck lan d , R o ck lan d  M em orial L ib ra ry , A ngela W . Collins.
R o ck p o rt, R ock p o rt P u b lic  L ib ra ry , E lsie  M. D ann .
Pigeon Cove, . P igeon  C ove L ib ra ry , . M arth a  D. F re tch .
R ow e, R ow e T ow n L ib ra ry , M rs# Alice E . N ew ell.
R ow ley  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,. M rs. C a th a rin e  N. Mighill.
R o y a ls to n , R o y a ls to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. E m eline  E . M ackenzie.
R ussell. Russell P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. M. B elle Shelley.
Woronoco, W oronoco B ran ch , M rs. F in la y  Bow er.
Russell Mountain, Russell M oun ta in  B ranch , M rs. C. J . T hom pson.
R u tlan d  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. M a rth a  L. P ro u ty .
S a l e m , S alem  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . G a rd n e r  M. Jones.
S a lisb u ry  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , Alice R . C urrier.
S andisfie ld , S andisfie ld  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M. Belle C laflin.
S andw ich  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , A nnie A. R ogers.
S augus, S augus F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . E m m a  E liz a b e th  N ew hall.
S avoy  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , W illiam  F . Briggs.
S c itu a te , . S a tu i t  L ib ra ry , . . B lanche C. G ard n er.
North Scituate, P eirce M em orial L ib ra ry , M rs. M ary  Tv. Lee.
S eekonk  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , E d n a  P au li L ane.
S haron , S haron  P u b lic  L ib r a ry , . E m m a  A. B ake r.
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C ities a n d  T o w n s . N am e of L ib ra ry . N am e of L ib ra r ia n .
Sheffield, . Sheffield F ree  T ow n L ib ra ry , M rs. G e rtru d e  S u y d am  
G leason.
S h e lb u rn e  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M ercy A. A nderson .
A rm s P u b lic  L ib ra ry . . D an ie l W e b s te r  W ilcox.
S herb o rn  T ow n L ib ra ry , M. N ellie C lark .
Shirley, S h irley  P u b lic  L ib r a ry , . M rs. A lice L i v e r m o r e  
W r ig h t .
S h rew sb u ry  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . M abel E . Ivnow lton .
Shutesbury , S h u te s b u ry  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M ary  L. C lark .
Somerset. . S om erse t F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , F an n ie  B o sw o rth  M elvin.
S om erv ille  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , S am  W a l te r  Foss.
South H ad ley , . G ay lo rd  M em orial L ib ra ry , R ebecca F ran ces  S m ith .
South Hadley Falls, . S o u th  H ad le y  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , L o ttie  1. Ju d d .
Sou tham pton , . S o u th a m p to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , E v a  M. G rid ley .
Southborough, . F a y  L ib ra ry , . . . . 1' ra n ce n a  E . B uck .
Southbridge, S o u th b rid g e  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . E l la  E . M iersch.
Southw ick, S o u th w ick  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , W ild er B e n n e tt H a rd in g .
Spencer, R ic h a rd  S ugden  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , Alice W’akefield C u rtis .
Sp r in gfield, C ity  L ib ra ry  A ssociation  of S pring - 
field.
H iller Crow ell W ellm an .
Indian Orchard, In d ia n  O rch a rd  B ranch . N ellie E . D odge.
Ferry Street, . F e rry  S tre e t B ran c h , Bessie A m sden.
Forest Park, F o re s t P a rk  B ran ch , H a rr ie t B . W insor.
Sterling, . S te rlin g  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M ary  D an d rid g e  P eck .
Stockbridge, S to ck b rid g e  L ib ra ry  A ssocia tion , . C aroline P . W ells.
Glendale, G lenda le  B ran ch , M rs. J en n ie  B a r t le t t .
Interlaken, In te r la k e n  B ran ch , S tep h en  C. B u rg h a rd t.
S toneham , S to n eh a m  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. 11. M arilla  Boyce.
S toughton, S to u g h to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M. Alice B u rn h am .
Stow, R a n d a ll M em orial L ib ra ry , M rs. S usan  M. L aw rence.
S turbridge, Jo sh u a  H y d e  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. E u n ice  C. Locke.
S udburv. . G oodnow  L ib ra ry , M rs. H . L. N ew ton .
Sunderland, S u n d e rla n d  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . A bbie T . M ontague .
Sutton, S u tto n  F ree  L ib ra ry , S a rah  M. Mills.
Manchaug, M anchaug  B ran ch . F ran c is  T ru s c o tt.
South Sutton, . S o u th  S u tto n  B ran ch , . M rs. M ary  L ittle fie ld .
If'es/ Sutton, . W est S u tto n  B ranch . Ja so n  W a ters .
W ilhinsonville, W ilk in sonv ille  B ranch . A r th u r  M errill.
Sw am pscott. S w a m p sc o tt F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
S w ansea  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
S a rah  L ouise H onors.
Swansea. . J u lia  R . W e lling ton .
T a u n t o n , T a u n to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , Jo sh u a  E d d y  C rane.
Tem pleton, B o y n to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , G race  E . B lo d g e tt.
Tew ksbury, T e w k sb u ry  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . I ia r r i e t t e  G. Lee.
T isbury, . V in ey a rd  H av en  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M abel T . T ilto n .
Tolland, T o llan d  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , W ilb e r t M unn.
Topsfield. . T opsfie ld  T ow n L ib ra ry , A lbert M. D odge.
Tow nsend, T o w nsend  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. E v e ly n  L . W a rren .
Truro, T ru ro  T ow n  L ib ra ry , M rs. L a u re n a  A. R y d e r.
North Truro, . N o rth  T ru ro  B ran ch , M rs. E l iz a b e th  B . S m all.
South Truro, . S o u th  T ru ro  B ran ch , A llison B . Cobb.
T yngsborough, . L ittle fie ld  L ib ra ry , E lle n  L y d ia  P e rh a m .
T vringham , T y rin g h am  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . Jo h n  A. S co tt .
U pton, U p to n  T ow n  L ib ra ry , . M rs. L a u ra  C opeland  S ad le r.
U xbridge. U xb rid g e  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , B ea trice  P u tn a m .
W akefield. Beebe T ow n L ib ra ry , M rs. H a rr ie t  A. S h ep ard .
Greenwood, G reenw ood  B ran ch , I I .  G e rtru d e  Lee.
W ales. W ales P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . Leon H e rb e rt T h o m p so n .
W alpole, . W alpo le  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , Id a  J . P h e lp s .
East Walfpole, E a s t W alpo le  B ran c h , . — —
W a l t h a m , W a lth a m  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , H a ro ld  T a y lo r  D ou g h erty .
W are. Y oung  M en’s L ib ra ry  A ssociation , . H a rr ie t  B. H ay d en .
W areham ,. W a re h am  F ree  L ib ra ry , A lex ina  P . B urgess.
W arren, W arren  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , Jo se p h  G ilb e rt H as tin g s .
W arw ick , . W arw ick  F ree  L ib ra ry ,. C la ra  A. Jones .
W a tertow n , F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , Solon F ra n k lin  Wrh itn e y .
W ay land , . W7a v la n d  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M arg a re t E . W heeler.
Cochituate, C o ch itu a te  B ran ch , M rs. G race L oker.
W ebster, . W 'ebster F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. Phoebe P a lm e r K in g s­
b u ry .
W ellesley, W ellesley  F ree  L ib ra ry , F lo rence  M ay O sborne .
W ellfleet, . W ellfleet P u b lic  L ib ra ry , M rs. K a te  E . B row n.
W endell, . W’endell F ree  L ib ra ry , . M rs. M arion E . W 'hitney .
Farley, . F arley  B ran ch . . . . . E th e l  F arley .
W enham , . W en h a m  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , B en jam in  H . C on an t.
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C ities a n d  T o w n s .
W estbo rough ,
W e st B o y ls ton , .
W e st B rid g ew a te r, 
W e st B rookfield, 
W estfield ,
W e stfo rd , . 
W e s th a m p to n , .
W e stm in s te r,
W e s t N ew bury ,
First Parish, . 
W e stp o rt,
Horseneck,
Head of Westport, . 
South Westport, 
Westport Point,
W e st S pringfield ,
W e st S tockb ridge , 
We s t  Stockbridge 
Centre.
W e st T isb u ry , . 
W eston ,
W estw ood ,
W e y m o u th ,
South Weymouth, 
W h a te ly , .
W h itm a n ,
W ilb rah am , 
W illiam sb u rg , .
Haydenville, . 
W illiam stow n , .
South Williamstown, 
W ilm in g to n , 
W inch en d o n , 
W incheste r,
W in d so r, .
W in th ro p ,.
W o b u r n , .
North Woburn,
W o r c e s t e r ,
W o rth in g to n ,
W re n th a m ,
Y a rm o u th ,
South Yarmouth, 
West Yarmouth,
N am e of L ib ra ry . N am e of L ib rarian .
W estb o ro u g h  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
W e st B oy lston  P u b lic  L ib rary , 
W e st B rid g e w a te r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
M erriam  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
W estfie ld  A thenaeum , .
J . V. F le tch e r L ib ra ry , . 
W e s th a m p to n  R eu n io n  T ow n  L i­
b ra ry .
F o rb u sh  M em orial L ib ra ry , .
W e st N ew bury  P u b lic  L ib rary , 
F irs t  P a r ish  B ranch ,
W e stp o rt F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H o rsen eck  B ran ch ,
W e stp o rt P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
S o u th  W e stp o rt B ran ch ,
W e stp o rt P o in t L ib ra ry ,
W e st S pringfie ld  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
W e st S tock b rid g e  F ree  L ib ra ry , 
C en tre  B ran c h , .
M rs. N ellie F . Sm ith . 
A nnie M abel W aite . 
M ary L. P erk ins.
M ary  P . F oster.
G eorge L . Lewis.
M ary  P . Bunce.
G eorge E . K n igh t.
S ad ie F . G reene. 
C aroline C arr.
M rs. Isab e l E . K en n e tt. 
A nnie R . H ow land . 
M rs. E l la  Tuell. 
E d w a rd  W . B u rt, M.D. 
M rs. M ary  B . Gifford. 
M ary  C asilda Cory. 
D an ie l G. W hite . 
F ran ces  J . E dw ards . 
F ab ia n  P e t i t t .
W e s t T isb u ry  F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
W e sto n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
W estw o o d  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
T u fts  L ib ra ry , . . . .
Fogg L ib ra ry , . . . .
W h a te ly  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
W h itm a n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
M eekins P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
H ay d en v ille  L ib ra ry , . 
W illiam stow n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry .
S o u th  W illiam stow n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
W ilm in g to n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
W in ch en d o n  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
W in ch es te r P u b lic  L ib ra ry , . 
W in d so r F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry , 
W in th ro p  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
W o b u rn  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
E u n ice  T h o m p so n  M em orial L i­
b ra ry .
F ree  P u b lic  L ib ra ry  of th e  C ity  of 
W o rcester.
W o r th in g to n  F ree  L ib ra ry , .
F isk  P u b lic  L ib ra ry ,
Y a rm o u th  L ib ra ry  A ssociation , 
F ree  Social L ib ra ry .
W e st Y a rm o u th  L ib ra ry ,
C yrus M an te r.
M aude M. P ennock .
A nnie L . R ichardson . 
C aroline A ugusta  B l a n ­
chard .
R u th  N . T ow er.
A rlene  R oo t.
E llen a  S alisbury  Spilsted. 
E u n ice  M. B ates.
M yra  A. H ill.
T h o m as H . Ives.
L ucy  F. C urtis.
M rs. L ucy  T o rrey  Sanford. 
A nna T o lm an  Sheldon. 
M rs. S y lv ia  M. M anzer. 
C ora A rdelle Q uim by. 
L a u ra  A. M iner.
Alice A. M unday.
W illiam  R. C u tter.
M rs. M ary  W alk er Carter.
S am ue l S w e tt G reen.
K a th a rin e  M cD. Rice. 
M ary  A delaide Sm ith .
M rs. L y d ia  C. M atthew s. 
K a th a rin e  B aker.
M rs. M aria  T ay lo r.
A p p e x d i x  III.
A  E O L L  O F  H  O N  O R.
L ist  of  G iv ers  of  F r ee  P ublic  L ibeaey  
B uildings in  M assachusetts.
I!
GIVERS OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY BUILDINGS IN MASSACHUSETTS.
A cton*,
A m e s b u r y , 
A m h e r s t , N o r t h , 
A n d o v e r , 
A r l i n g t o n ,
A s h b u r n h a m , . 
A s h b y ,
A s h l a n d ,
A t h o l ,
A t t l e b o r o u g h ,
A y e r ,
B a r n s t a b l e ,
B a r r e ,
B e c k e t , . 
B e l c h e r t o w n , . 
B e l m o n t , 
B e r n a r d s t o n , . 
B illerica, 
B l a n d f o r d ,
B o l t o n , . 
B o u r n e , ,
B o y l s t o n ,
B r a i n t r e e ,
B r i mf i e l d,
B r o o k f i e l d , 
C a m b r i d g e , 
C a n t o n , . 
C ar li s l e, 
C h a r l e m o n t , 
C h a t h a m , 
C h e l m s f o r d , 
C h e l s e a , . 
C l i n t o n , .
COHASSET,
C o l r a i n , . 
C o n c o r d , .
. G ift of H on . W illiam  A. W ilde  of M alden.
B equest of M ary  A. B a rn a rd  a n d  o th e rs .
. M ain ly  th e  g ift of c itizens.
. G ift of c itizens.
. G if t of M rs. M aria  C. R ob b in s  of B ro o k ly n , N. Y ., as a  m e ­
m o ria l of h e r  h u sb a n d .
G if t of G eorge F . S tev en s.
G ift of E d w in  C h ap m an  of B o s to n .
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G if t of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G if t of c itiz ens .
. G if t of F red e ric k  F . A yer of N ew  Y ork .
G if t of H on . W illiam  S tu rg is  of B osto n .
G ift of H e n ry  W oods of B oston .
G ift of Miss B lanche P erk in s , as  a  m e m o ria l of h e r  p a re n ts . 
B equest of Jo h n  F ran c is  C lapp .
G if t of H e n ry  O. U n derw ood .
. G if t of H on . H e n ry  W . C ushm an .
. G if t of M rs. Jo sh u a  B e n n e tt.
. G ift o f M rs. Jo se p h in e  E . S. P o r te r  of H a r tfo rd , as  a  m em o ria l 
of h e r  son , E d g a r  Sheffield P o r te r .
. G ift of A nnie E liz a  W h itn e y  of L a n cas te r.
G ift of M iss E m ily  H . B o u rn e , as  a  m em o ria l o f h e r  fa th e r , th e  
H o n . J o n a th a n  B ourne .
G ift of M iss S alom e E . W h ite  of B rook lyn , N . Y ., as  a  m e ­
m o ria l of h e r  m o th e r , M rs. H a r r ie t  S aw y er W h ite .
G ift of G en . S y lv an u s  T h a y e r .
G ift of Jam e s  D an ie lson  L inco ln , as a  m e m o ria l of h is  m o th e r  
a n d  h is  w ife.
G ift of W illiam  A. B a n is te r  of N ew  Y o rk .
. G ift of F red e rick  H . R in d g e  of Los A ngeles.
G ift of A u g u stu s  H em e n w ay .
G ift of M rs. J o a n n a  G leason o f S u d b u ry .
G ift of E . R . G oodnow  a n d  o th e r  c itizens.
G ift of H on . M arcellus E ld red g e .
. G if t of A m os F . A dam s of B oston .
. G ift of H on . E u s ta c e  C. F itz .
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
. M em orial of P au l P r a t t .
G ift of Jo sep h  G risw old  of P e te rsh a m .
. G ift of W illiam  M unroe.
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Co n w a y , .
CuMMINGTON, 
D a l t o n , .
D a n v e r s ,
D a r t m o u t h , So u t h , 
D e d h a m , . 
D e e r f i e l d ,
D e n n i s , .
D o u g l a s ,
D u n s t a b l e ,
D u x b u r y ,
E a s t B r i d g e w a t e r , 
E a s t h a m , 
E a s t h a m p t o n , . 
E a s t o n , . 
E d g a r t o w n ,
E s s e x ,
E v e r e t t , .
East Everett, . 
F a i r h a v e n ,
F i t c h b u r g ,
F r a n k l i n ,
F r e e t o w n ,
G a r d n e r , 
G e o r g e t o w n , . 
G l o u c e s t e r , 
G r a n v i l l e ,
G r e a t  B a r r i n g t o n ,
G r o t o n , .
H a d l e y , .
H a n o v e r ,
H a r v a r d ,
H a t f i e l d,
H a v e r h i l l ,
H i n g h a m ,
H i n s d a l e ,
H o l d e n , . 
H o l l i s t o n , 
H o l y o k e ,
H o p e d a l e ,
G ift of H on . M arshall F ie ld  of C hicago, a s  a  m em oria l of his 
p a re n ts .
G ift of W illiam  C ullen  B ry a n t .
G ift of th e  C rane fam ily .
G ift of G eorge P eab o d y .
G ift of Jo h n  H . S o u th  w o rth  of Springfie ld .
B eq u e sts  a n d  g ifts  of c itiz ens .
B eq u e st of M rs. E s th e r  D ick inson .
B eq u e st of J aco b  S ears.
G ift of Jam e s  M. F a irfie ld  of B osto n , as a  m em oria l of his 
f a th e r  a n d  m o th e r , S im on  a n d  Phoebe C hurch ill Fairfield . 
B eq u e st of M rs. S a rah  R o b y  fo r a  tow n  h a ll and  lib rary  
bu ild in g .
G ift of M rs. G eorge W . W rig h t, as  a  m em oria l of h e r son , 
G eorge B u ck h am  W rig h t.
G ift of C yrus W a sh b u rn  of W ellesley.
G ift of E a s th a m  V illage Im p ro v e m e n t S ocie ty .
G ift of M rs. E m ily  G. W illiston .
G ift of H on . O liver A m es a n d  M rs. S a rah  L . Ames.
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
B eq u e st of T . O. H . P . B u rn h a m  of B oston .
G ift of A lb ert M. P a r lin , as  a  m em oria l of h is  son.
B eq u e st of W illiam  S h u te .
G ift of H e n ry  H . a n d  A bbie P . R ogers, as a  m em oria l of th e ir  
d a u g h te r , M illicen t.
G ift of H o n . R o d n ey  W allace.
G ift o f d au g h te rs  o f H o n . Jo sep h  G. R a y , as a  m em orial of 
th e ir  fa th e r .
G ift of M rs. E . F lo rence  H a th a w a y  Crow ell, as a  m em orial 
of h e r  fa th e r , H on . G u ilfo rd  B . H a th a w a y .
G ift of ch ild ren  of L ev i H eyw ood .
G if t of G eorge P eab o d y .
G ift of S am ue l E . Saw’y er.
G ift of H on . M. B . W h itn e y  a n d  o th e rs .
G ift of heirs  of T h o m as  G. R am sd e ll, as  a  m em oria l of the ir 
fa th e r  a t  H o u sa to n ic .
P a r t ly  th e  g ift of M rs. C h a rlo tte  A. L . S ib ley .
G ift of Jo h n  D w ig h t a n d  o th e rs .
B eq u e st of Jo h n  C u rtis  of B o s to n , s u p p lem en te d  b y  g ift of 
his d a u g h te r , M iss A lice M. C u rtis  of M ilton .
M ainly  th e  g if t of n a tiv e s  of th e  to w n .
B eq u e st of S am ue l H . D ick in son .
G ift of H on . E . J .  M. H a le  a n d  o th e r  c itizens .
G ift of H on . A lb e rt F earin g .
G ift of c itizens.
G ift of H on . S am uel C. G ale of M inneapo lis .
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G ift of c itizens.
G ift of Jo se p h  B . B an c ro ft , as a  m em oria l of h is  w ife , M rs.
S y lv ia  T h w in g  B an c ro ft.
G ift of n a tiv e s  a n d  re s id e n ts  of th e  to w n .H o p k i n t o n ,
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H u b b a r d ^t o n ,
H u d s o n , .
Ip s w i c h, .
K i n g s t o n,
L a n c a s t e r ,
L a w r e n c e ,
Le e ,
L eicester,
L e n o x ,
L e o m i n s t e r ,
L e x i n g t o n ,
Li n c o l n, .
Li t tl e t o n,
Lu d l o w , .
L y n n ,
M a l d e n , .
M a n c h e s t e r ,
M a n sf i e l d,
M a r b l e h e a d ,
M a r i o n, . 
M a r l b o r o u g h , . 
M a r s h f i e l d,
M a t ta p o i se t t, . 
M e d f o r d ,
M e l r o s e ,
M e t h u e n ,
M i d d l e b o r o u g h ,
M i d d l e t o n,
M o n s o n , .
M o n t a g u e ,
N a t ic k,
South Natick, 
N e e d h a m , 
N e w b u r y p o r t ,
South Newburyport, 
N e w t o n , .
N o r t h  A d a m s , .
N o r t h a m p t o n , .
N o r t h a m p t o n , . 
Florence,
N o r t h  A n d o v e r ,
G ift of Jo n a s  G. C la rk  of W o rcester.
G ift o f A ndrew  C arnegie.
G ift of C ap t. A ugustine  H e a rd .
B e q u e st of F red eric  C. A dam s.
M ainly  th e  g if t of N a th a n ie l T h a y e r  a n d  h is  sons.
G ift of M rs. N . G . W h ite  a n d  M iss E . A. W h ite .
G ift o f A ndrew  C arneg ie a n d  to w n  a p p ro p ria tio n .
G ift of L ory  S. W a tso n , D r. P lin y  E a r le , D a v id  E . M erriam  
a n d  o th e rs .
G ift of M rs. A deline E . S eh erm erh o rn .
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G ift of M rs. M aria  C ary , fo r  a  to w n  h a ll a n d  lib ra ry  b u ild ­
ing ; g if t of h e irs  of M rs. M aria  C ary , fo r s e p a ra te  l ib ra ry  
bu ild in g .
. G ift of G eorge G rosveno r T a rb e ll.
. G ift of ch ild ren  of W illiam  S tev e n s  H o u g h to n , as a  m e m o ria l 
of th e ir  fa th e r .
. G ift of heirs  of C harles T . H u b b a rd .
. G ift of M rs. E l iz a b e th  M. S h u te , as a  m em oria l of h e r  h u s ­
b a n d .
. G ift of H o n . E lis h a  S. C onverse a n d  h is  w ife, as a  m em oria l 
of th e ir  son .
. G if t of T h o m as  Jefferson  Coolidge.
. G if t of M rs. E liz a b e th  F . N oble a n d  o th e rs.
B eq u e st of B en jam in  A b b o t of B oston .
. G ift of M rs. E l iz a b e th  T a b e r  of N ew  B ed fo rd .
. G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
B e q u e st of S e th  J .  V en tress , fo r a  l ib ra ry  a t  M arshfield ; also 
g ift of C lift R ogers, fo r a  l ib ra ry  a t  M arshfield  H ills.
. G if t of G eorge P u rr in g to n , J r .
. G ift of T h a tc h e r  M agoun.
. G if t of A ndrew  C arnegie.
. G if t of he irs  of D av id  N ev ins.
B e q u e st of T h o m as  S. P eirce .
B eq u e st of H on . C harles L . F lin t .
. G ift of M rs. C arrie  R . D ale , as a  m em o ria l of h e r  fa th e r , 
H o ra tio  L yon .
. G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie, fo r a  bu ild in g  a t  T u rn e r ’s F a lls . 
B eq u e st of Miss M ary  A nn  M orse.
B eq u e st of O live r B acon .
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie, fo r a  b u ild in g  a t  H ig h lan d v ille .
. G ift of c itizens.
. G ift of W illiam  H . S w asey  a n d  o th e r  citizens.
. G ift of J .  W iley  E d m u n d s  a n d  o th e r  c itizens.
. G ift of H on . A lbert C. H o u g h to n , as a  m em oria l of his b ro th e r , 
A ndrew  Ja ck so n  H o u g h to n .
. B eq u e st of Jo h n  C larke, s u p p lem en te d  b y  o th e r  g ifts  a n d  b y  
th e  c ity .
. B eq u e st of H o n . C harles E d w a rd  F orbes.
. G ift of A lfred  T . L illy .
. G if t of H on . M oses T . S tevens.
82 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Jan.
N o r t h  A t t l e b o r o u g h ,
N o r t h b o r o u g h ,
N o r t h  B r o o k f i e l d , . 
N o r t h f i e l d ,
N o r t h  R e a d i n g , 
N o r t o n , .
N o r w o o d ,
O a k h a m , .
O r l e a n s , .
O x f o r d , .
P e a b o d y ,
P e m b r o k e  ( B r y a n t v i l l e ) , 
P e p p e r e l l ,
P e t e r s h a m ,
P i t t s f i e l d ,
P l y m o u t h ,
P r i n c e t o n ,
P r o v i n c e t o w n ,
Q u i n c y , .
R a n d o l p h ,
R e h o b o t h ,
R e v e r e , .
R o c h e s t e r ,
R o c k l a n d ,
R o c k p o r t ,
S a l e m ,
S a n d w i c h ,
S c i t u a t e , N o r t h , 
S h i r l e y , . 
S h r e w s b u r y , 
S h u t e s b u r y ,
S o m e r s e t ,
S o m e r v i l l e ,
S o u t h a m p t o n , . 
S o U T H B R ID G E ,  .
S o u t h  H a d l e y ,
S p e n c e r , .
S p r i n g f i e l d ,
S t e r l i n g ,
S t o c k b r i d g e ,
S t o n e h a m ,
S t o u g h t o n ,
S t o w ,
. G ift of ch ild ren  of E d m u n d  I .  a n d  L u cy  N . R ich ard s , as a 
m em oria l of th e ir  p a ren ts .
G ift of C yrus G ale.
M ainly  th e  g ift of E ra sm u s  H as to n .
G ift of E lija h  M. D ick inson  of F itc h b u rg .
G ift of M rs. C harles F . F lin t .
G ift of M rs. E liza  B . W h e a to n .
G ift of G eorge H . M orrill a n d  w ife, as  a  m em oria l of th e ir  
d au g h te r , Miss S a rah  B ond  M orrill.
B eq u est of C harles A. F obes of P e te rsh a m , as a  m em orial of 
h is  fa th e r , A m es F obes , su p p lem en te d  b y  g ifts  of his heirs. 
B u ilt p a r t ly  b y  su b sc rip tio n s .
G ift of C harles L a rn ed  of B oston .
G ift of G eorge P eab o d y .
G ift of M rs. R ozilla  C obb.
B eq u e st of C harles F. L aw rence  of N ew  Y ork .
• B u ilt m a in ly  b y  sub sc rip tio n s.
G ift of H on . T h o m as  A llen.
G ift of d au g h te rs  of W illiam  G. R ussell.
G ift of E d w a rd  A. G oodnow , as  a  fam ily  m em oria l.
G ift of H o n . N a th a n  F reem an .
G ift of he irs  of T h o m as C rane .
G ift of heirs  of Col. R o y a l T u rn e r.
G ifts  of D ariu s  Goff of P a w tu c k e t, R . I .
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
P a r t ly  th e  g if t of M rs. E liz a b e th  L eo n ard  of New Bedford. 
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G ift of A ndrew  Carnegie.
G ift of he irs  of C ap t. J o h n  B e rtra m .
B eq u e sts  of M r. a n d  M rs. W illiam  H . W eston  of P lym outh . 
G ift of S ilas P e irce  of B oston , as  a  m em oria l of his wife. 
B u ilt m a in ly  b y  b e q u e st of M rs. B etsey  D . H azen .
B eq u e st of J u b a l H ow e.
B eq u e st of M irick  N . S p ear of A m hers t.
B eq u e st of M rs. S a rah  H ood .
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie fo r a  b ra n c h  lib ra ry  a t  W est Som ­
erville .
G ift of W inslow  H . E d w ard s , as a  m em oria l of h is  fa ther. 
G ift of H olm es A m m idow n of N ew  Y o rk .
G ift of W illiam  H . G ay lo rd ; a lso  g ift of A ndrew  Carnegie 
fo r a  b u ild in g  a t  S o u th  H ad le y  F alls.
G ift of R ic h a rd  S ugden .
G ift of th e  C ity  L ib ra ry  A ssocia tion  (1S70); g if t of Andrew 
C arneg ie (1905).
G ift of E d w a rd  C o n an t of W o rceste r, as a  m em oria l of his 
d a u g h te r , E l iz a b e th  A nne.
G ift of H on . Jo h n  Z. G oodrich .
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G ift of L uc ius C lapp  of R an d o lp h .
G ift of Miss B e lin d a  L u ll R a n d a ll, fo r e s ta te  of J o h n  W itt
R an d a ll.
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St u r b r i d g e ,
Su d b u r y ,
Su n d e r l a n d ,
Sw a n s e a ,
T a u n t o n ,
T y n g s b o r o u g h ,
U x b r i d g e ,
W a l p o l e ,
W a r e ,
W a r r e n , . 
W a t e r t o w n , 
W a y l a n d , 
W e l l e s l e y ,
W e s t B r o o k f i e l d , 
W e s t f o r d , 
W e s t m i n s t e r, . 
W e s t w o o d , 
W e y m o u t h ,
South Weymouth,
W IL L IA M S B U R G ,
Haydenville, . 
W lN T H R O P ,
W o b u r n , .
W r e n t h a m ,
Y a r m o u t h ,
B eq u e st of G eorge B . H y d e  of B oston , ns ft m em oria l of Iris 
fa th e r , Jo sh u a  H yde.
B eq u e st of Jo h n  G oodnow  of B oston .
G ift of J o h n  L ong  G raves.
G ift of H on . F . S . S tevens.
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
B eq u e st of M rs. L ucy  L ittle fie ld , as a  m e m o ria l of h e r  
d a u g h te r , su p p lem en te d  b y  a n  a p p ro p ria tio n  b y  th e  to w n . 
G ift of H on . E d w a rd  C. T h a y e r  of K eene, N . H .
G ift of A ndrew  C arnegie.
G ift of H on . W illiam  H y d e  a n d  o th e rs .
G ift of N a th a n  R ich ard so n  a n d  o th e rs .
B u ilt b y  H ollis  H . llu n n e w e ll a n d  o th e rs .
B eq u e st of W a rre n  G ould  R oby .
G ift of H ollis  H . H unnew ell.
G ift of C harles M erriam  of S pringfie ld .
G if t of H o n . Jo h n  V arn u m  F le tc h e r .
B eq u e st of C harles A. F o rb u sh .
G ift of H o w a rd  C olburn .
G ift of Q u incy  T u fts  a n d  h is  s is ter, Miss S usan  T u f ts . 
B e q u e s t of Jo h n  S. Fogg.
B e q u e st of S tep h e n  M eekins.
G ift of M iss A nna  H ay d en .
G ift of M rs. E liz a  W . F ro st, as  a  m em oria l of h e r h u s b a n d , 
su p p lem en te d  b y  a n  a p p ro p ria tio n  b y  th e  to w n .
B eq u e st of C harles B ow ers W in n , as  a  m em oria l of h is  f a t h e r ; 
also b e q u e s t of J o n a th a n  T hom pson , fo r a  m em oria l of h is  
w ife , a t  N o r th  W o b u rn .
G ift of h e irs  of H on . Jo s ia h  J . F iske .
G ift of N a th a n  M atth ew s of B osto n .
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free Public library  laws
OF
M ASSACHUSETTS.

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS.
R e v is e d  L a w s , 19 0 2 , C h a p t e r  3S.
General P rovision.
Section 1. Library corporations and associations which have been 
legally established shall continue to have all the powers and privileges 
and be subject to all the duties and restrictions attaching thereto.
L aw  L ibraries.
Section 2. Attorneys at law who have been admitted to practise 
in the courts of the commonwealth and who are resident in a county for 
which there is no law library association may organize as a corporation, 
under the provisions of chapter one hundred and twenty-five, by the 
name of the Law Library Association for such county, and may adopt 
by-laws which shall be subject to the approval of the superior court.
Section 3. The inhabitants of the county shall have access to the 
library and may use the books therein, subject to the provisions of 
the by-laws.
Section 4. County treasurers shall annually pay to the law library 
associations in their respective counties all sums which are paid into the 
county treasuries during the year by the clerks of the courts, to an 
amount not exceeding- two thousand dollars in any one year. They 
may also pay to said associations such further sums as the county com­
missioners may consider are necessary and proper. All sums which 
are so paid shall be applied to maintain and enlarge such libraries for 
the use of the courts and citizens. The treasurer of the law library 
association, before receiving any money from the county treasurer, 
shall give bond, with sureties to the satisfaction of the commissioners, 
for the faithful application of such money, and that he will make a 
return annually to them, under oath, of the manner in which it has been 
expended.
Section 5. Each law lib rary  association shall be entitled to receive 
from  the sergeant-at-arm s, im mediately a f te r  th e ir  publication, one 
copy of the legislative documents o f the senate and house, the jou rna l 
o f the senate and the jou rnal o f the house.
Citt  and Tow n L ibraries.
Section 6. A city or town may establish and maintain publie 
libraries for the use of its inhabitants, under regulations prescribed 
by the city council or by the town, and may receive, hold and manage
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any gift, bequest or devise for such library. The city council of a city 
or the selectmen of a town may place in such library the books, reports 
and laws which may be received from the commonwealth.
Trustees of Town L ibraries.
Section 7. A town which raises or appropriates money for the 
support of a free public library, or free public library and reading 
room, owned by the town, shall, at an annual meeting- or special meet­
ing-, unless the same has been acquired entirely or in part through some 
gift or bequest which contains other conditions or provisions for the 
election of its trustees or for its care and management which have been 
accepted by the town, elect by ballot a board of trustees consisting of 
any number of persons, male or female, divisible by three, which the 
town determines to elect. When such board is first chosen, one-third 
thereof shall be elected for one year, one-third for two years and one- 
third for three years, and thereafter one-third shall be elected annually 
for the term of three years. The board shall, from its own number, 
annually choose a chairman and secretary and, if the town so votes, a 
treasurer, who shall give a bond similar to that given by the town 
treasurer, in an amount and with sureties to the satisfaction of the select­
men. The town treasurer shall act as treasurer of the board of trustees 
until the town otherwise directs.
Section 8. The board shall have the custody and management of 
the library and reading room and of all property owned by the town 
relating thereto. All money raised or appropriated by the town for its 
support and maintenance shall be expended by the board, and all 
money or property which the town may receive by gift or bequest for 
said library and reading room shall be administered by the board in 
accordance with the provisions of such gift or bequest.
Section 9. The board shall make an annual report to the town 
of its receipts and expenditures and of the property in its custody, with 
a statement of any unexpended balance of money and of any gifts or 
bequests which it holds in behalf of the town, with its recommendations.
Section 10. The provisions of the three preceding sections shall 
not apply to library associations, nor to a library organized under a 
special act.
B oard of F ree P ublic L ibrary Commissioners.
Section 11. There shall be a board of free public library commis­
sioners consisting of five persons, residents of the commonwealth, one 
of whom shall annually be appointed by the governor, with the advice 
and consent of the council, for a term of five years. The governor 
shall designate the chairman thereof.
Section 12. No member shall receive any compensation, but the 
board may annually expend not more than five hundred dollars, payable
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by the commonwealth, for clerical assistance and for other necessary 
expenses. It shall annually in January make a report to the general 
court.
Section 13. The board shall advise the librarian or trustees of any 
free public library relative to the selection or cataloguing of books and 
any other matter pertaining to the maintenance or administration of 
the library.
Section 14. Said board may, upon the application of the library 
trustees of a town which has complied with the provisions of sections 
sixteen and seventeen, and which has no free public library owned and 
controlled by the town, expend not more than one hundred dollars 
for books to be selected and purchased by said board and delivered to 
said trustees for the purpose of establishing a free public library.
Section 15. If  a town, the valuation of which is not more than six 
hundred thousand dollars and which has a free public library, has com­
plied with all laws relative to the maintenance of such library, and the 
trustees of the library provide, to the satisfaction of the board, for the 
distribution of books in different parts of the town where such distribu­
tion is necessary, by means of branch libraries or deliveries, and for 
practical and effective means of rendering the library useful to the 
teachers and scholars of the public schools in such town, the board may 
expend, in such amounts and at such times as they determine, not more 
than one hundred dollars for the purchase of books for each free public 
library owned and controlled by such town.
Section 16. A  town shall no t be entitled to  the benefits o f the three 
preceding sections until i t  accepts the same o r has accepted the corre­
sponding provisions o f earlier laws and has elected a  board of lib rary  
trustees as provided in section seven, no r un til said trustees have made 
provision sa tisfactory  to  said commissioners fo r  the care and distribu­
tion of the books fu rn ished  by them.
Section 17. Such town shall, if its last assessed valuation was one 
million dollars or over, annually appropriate from the dog tax, or other­
wise provide for the use and maintenance of its free public library, not 
less than fifty dollars; if such valuation was less than one million dollars 
and not less than two hundred and fifty thousand, not less than twenty- 
five dollars; and if such valuation was less than two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, not less than fifteen dollars.
A c ts  o f  1 9 0 6 , Ch a p t e r  183 .
A n  A ct to aid F ree P ublic L ibraries in  th e  S mall Tow ns.
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
The board of free public library commissioners may annually expend 
a sum not exceeding twro thousand dollars in aid of free public libra­
ries, especially in those towns the valuation of which does not exceed 
six hundred thousand dollars. Such aid may include the furnishing of
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books in small quantities, visits to libraries, the instruction of librarians, 
and such other means of encouraging and stimulating the small libra­
ries as said commissioners shall deem advisable: provided, that a full 
detail of expenditures under this act shall be printed in the annual 
report of the commissioners.
A ppropriatio n  or M o ney  for L ibraries, etc .
Section 15, chapter 25 of the Revised Laws, provides that towns may- 
appropriate money “ for the establishment, maintenance or increase 
of a public library therein, and for the erection or provision of suitable 
buildings or rooms therefor.”
“ For maintaining a library therein to which the inhabitants have 
free access and of which they have the use, and for establishing and 
maintaining a public reading room in connection with and under the 
control of the managers of such library.”
The Dog Tax.
Section 163, chapter 102 of the Revised Laws, provides that money 
received for dog licenses and refunded to the towns “ shall be expended 
for the support of public libraries or schools.”
D efacing  or W il f u l  D e te n tio n  of B ooks, P apers, etc.
Sections 83 and 84, chapter 208 of the Revised Laws, provide that 
“ whoever wilfully, intentionally and without right, or wantonly and 
without cause, writes upon, injures, defaces, tears or destroys a book, 
plate, picture, engraving, map, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manu­
script or statue which belongs to a law, city, town or other public or 
incorporated library shall be punished by a fine of not less than five 
nor more than fifty dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six 
months.”
“ Whoever wilfully, intentionally and without right, or wantonly 
and without cause, detains a book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, 
or manuscript which belongs to a law, city, town or other public or 
incorporated library for thirty days after notice in writing from the 
librarian thereof, containing a copy of this section and given after the 
expiration of the time which, by the regulations of such library, such 
book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet or manuscript may be kept, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than one nor more than twenty- 
five dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six months.”
D i s t u r b i n g  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s .
Section 33, chapter 212 of the Revised Laws, provides that “ whoever 
wilfully disturbs persons assembled in a public library, or a reading 
room connected therewith, by making a noise or in any other manner
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during the time when such library or reading room is open to the public 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than thirty days or 
by a fine of not more than fifty dollars.”
L and  m a t  be t a k e n  for L ibrary  B u ild in g s .
Section 47 of chapter 25 of the Revised Laws provides that any land 
within the limits of a city or town not appropriated to public uses ” may 
be taken “ for the purpose of erecting thereon a building to be used for 
a public school, a library, or an engine house, or for the enlargement 
of a lot of land taken or used for such purpose,” — but the land thus 
taken may not exceed two acres in extent.
P ublic  D o cum ents .
Under provisions of chapter 9 of the Revised Laws, each town and 
city library is entitled to receive a copy of the Manual of the General 
Court, the Blue Book, and a copy of the series of public documents.

